September 2021 | Edition Number 272 | FREE

Westminster Cathedral Magazine
To Pope St Gregory the Great
we owe the evangelisation of
this land by St Augustine of
Canterbury and his companions

COMPANIONS

Join the Companions
... and help us to keep publishing
Oremus free of charge
Although we earn income from the advertising which we carry, Oremus relies
on donations from readers to cover its production costs.
The Companions of Oremus was established to recognise those who give
generously to support us. Open exclusively to individuals, Companions’ names
are published in the magazine each month (see page 7). All members are
invited to one or more social events during the year and Mass is offered for
their intentions from time to time.
If you would like to support us by joining the Companions, please write to
Oremus, Cathedral Clergy House, 42 Francis Street, London SW1P 1QW
or email oremuscomps@rcdow.org.uk with your contact details, including
postcode. Members are asked to give a minimum of £100 annually. Please
mention how you would like your name to appear in our membership list and
if you are eligible to Gift Aid your donation. Postal subscriptions to Oremus
may be purchased by completing and sending to the office the coupon printed
in the magazine. As the Cathedral Gift Shop is closed, its website has to be
suspended and subscriptions cannot presently be entered by that means.
Thank you for your support.
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THE YEAR’S MIND MASS

The Anniversary Prayer of the Church
On Friday 25 June Cardinal Vincent celebrated a Year’s Mind Solemn Requiem Mass for the repose of
the soul of the Cathedral’s late Administrator, Canon Christopher Tuckwell. The continuing Covid-19
restrictions meant, sadly, that there could be no post-Mass reception in Cathedral Hall, as had been
planned and desired. However, a good number of the faithful were present for the Mass, with a
representative group of clergy concelebrating, as the images show.

The altar is prepared and the Cardinal offers the chalice

Former Chaplains Frs Michael Quaicoe and Andrew Bowden made
sure to be present

Canon Stuart Wilson, received into the Church at the same time as
the late Canon Christopher, proclaimed the gospel

Frs Daniel Humphreys (Parish Priest of Enfield) and Alexander
Master (Private Secretary) both served as Sub-Administrators under
Canon Christopher

Dylan Parry was appointed as editor of Oremus magazine by Canon
Christopher. He is now Fr Gildas Parry of the Norbertine Community in
Chelmsford, and here gives his blessing as a newly-ordained priest to
Fr Andrew Bowden

May he rest in peace
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FROM THE EDITOR

Fr John writes
Dear Parishioners, Friends and Readers
of Oremus
Having been caught out in previous
months by ordering a few too many
copies of Oremus, my caution in
ordering the print run for the joint July/
August edition erred in the opposite
direction, so that the stand by the main
doors was empty by early August. It
was a small consolation to hear from
Cathedral stewards and guides that people had been asking
if there were any more copies available.
Last Sunday, 15 August, which was the Solemnity of
the Assumption of Our Lady, the Administrator remarked
at the end of the Solemn Mass about how the Cathedral
had a real sense of being filled with people – and so it
was. Looking forward into the Diary, a good number of
Saturdays have afternoon events booked in, even as we
deal with the backlog of baptisms and weddings that has
accumulated. Fr Mike Maguire, our new Precentor, will
have much to keep him on his toes, although we can be
forgiven for wishing him a rather less dramatic tenure of
the post than his predecessor. Fr Andrew writes here about
his time at the Cathedral and we know that although he
is taking on three parishes, he will have the consolation
of being in the ‘green and pleasant land’ of his native
Hertfordshire.
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I am pleased to have prevailed upon our summer cover
priest, Fr Chris Clohessy (he needs little encouragement),
to write us a summer piece for Oremus, in which he takes
an apparently obscure Old Testament text and unpacks its
total relevance. Elsewhere I have roamed from Fr Chris’
native South Africa to the West of Scotland, via Milan,
in search of material to educate, inspire and entertain.
On a domestic note within Cathedral life, from the
beginning of September we shall be introducing the live
streaming of Mass using our new system. At first, it will
be a simple streaming of the 12.30pm rather than the
5.30pm weekday Mass. For Sundays and other events in
the Cathedral we shall, in due course, hope to stream using
the fuller capacity of the new cameras in the building.
A correspondent who has known the Cathedral over many
years, but now lives far way, recently wrote to me: ‘Please
will you continue to stream even when everything returns
to normal again. I am sure I am not the only elderly and
disabled person for whom it has meant so much’. I am
only too happy to respond with an assurance that this is
exactly what is intended; and it is good to be able in this
way to keep in touch with those who are a less visible but
nonetheless real part of the Cathedral community.
With my best wishes
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A NEW ARRIVAL AND A RETURNEE

Fr Mike Maguire
Fr Mike has always been ‘Mike’, so please can we know him as ‘Fr Mike’ and keep
‘Fr Michael’ for Fr Michael Donaghy – thank you!
Born to a Catholic family, I lived in
Jarrow, in the North East of England
– famous for the Jarrow March, the
author Catherine Cookson and where
the Venerable Bede lived for part of his
life – until I began studying for a degree
in nursing, in London. As a young lad,
I was always drawn to priesthood but
felt a stronger sense that the Lord was
calling me to follow a different path; to
serve the sick.

Two Precentors, Fr ‘Mike’ right

After qualifying as a nurse,
I enjoyed a 13-year career in A&E
departments across London, my latest
stint being during the first lockdown
of this pandemic, when I was recalled
to Chelsea & Westminster hospital: a
great honour to return. Before leaving
the North-East, my parish priest gave
me the best piece of advice I ever
received: ‘Don’t just hear Christ’, he
said, ‘but listen to him.’ Throughout

my career, however, there were times
when I felt God nudging me, steering
me to stand back from the hustle and
bustle of A&E, and listen to him a
little more. But the more nudges I felt,
the more I resisted! It was in Lourdes,
however, that I began to realise what
God’s plan was for my life. I not only
saw how the sick truly embraced
their calling from Christ, but I finally
realised that the years I had cared for

the sick, I had also been caring for
Christ himself. The Lord was working
through the sick and dying to help me
to understand my vocation. I finally
gave in and ‘listened’ to the Lord,
and knew that God was calling me
on a journey to priesthood! During
my time in formation at Allen Hall, I
had the privilege of some magnificent
placements included the parishes of
Staines and Kensal Rise, Feltham Young
Offenders Institution, the Convent of
Jesus and Mary Language College,
and I spent my diaconate year in
the parish of St Pius X, St Charles
Square. I absolutely love flying – all
thing aviation, including collecting
memorabilia and inflight magazines
of as many airlines as possible – and
travelling. I enjoy football, especially
my beloved SAFC (Sunderland
Association Football Club!), and I look
forward to my annual dose of Strictly!

Fr Brian O’Mahony
When I left the
Cathedral in
September 2017
after three very
happy years as a
Chaplain, it never
crossed my mind
that I would one
day return here,
or that the day would be sooner rather
than later. So it came as a great surprise
to be called by the Vicar General with
news of my move to from St Matthew’s
in Northwood, where I have happily
been Parish Priest for a relatively short
period. However, as priests we make
a promise of obedience, and I find
myself surrounded by packing boxes and
preparing for my return to SW1. I am
excited, if not a little daunted, by the
move back and into a new role in the
Clergy House team, one that has been
filled so ably by my predecessors.
6

So much of our personal and
communal lives has been affected
by all we have experienced in
the last two years especially. The
Cathedral, too, has changed in
many ways. Undoubtedly all the
challenges brought about by the
COVID pandemic and its ongoing
consequences will occupy our minds
for some time to come. The sad death
of our dear friend and pastor Canon
Christopher also has left its mark, I
am sure. And yet, with change comes
great opportunity and there is great
excitement about the future and the
potential direction of the Cathedral
under the new, energetic leadership
and good cheer of Fr Witoń.
My fondest memories of a previous
incarnation here are those connected
to the real and vibrant parish
community. We may at times forget

that ‘Westminster Cathedral’ is more
than simply a magnificent building
on Victoria Street, an institution, or
the Mother Church of the Catholic
communities of our diocese and
country. It is also the parish church
of a large and diverse community,
seeking to serves the pastoral needs of
those who call it home.
Whilst the new role I am taking
on will require some adjustments, I
am looking forward to getting to work
and renewing acquaintance with
parishioners of old, as well as making
new connections. Some of the Clergy
House team are old friends, and some
I am yet to get to know. I look forward
to being part of this community,
too. As we all adjust to change, let
us pray for each other and for the
Lord’s blessing on our Cathedral’s life
and witness as we strive towards the
Kingdom of God.
Oremus
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THE SUNDAY OBLIGATION / COMPANIONS

Sunday – it is our Day
The Bishops of England

On 19 July, the legislative powers which assisted the
mitigations against Covid-19 virus transmission were
rescinded by HM Government. Nevertheless, we are
encouraged to personal and corporate responsibility
in this area; as the Prime Minister said, ‘The pandemic
is not over’. Even without this legislation in place, the
Church in England and Wales has adopted a cautious
approach to capacity and activity within our buildings,
especially at corporate acts of worship.
We are mindful of the certain fact that the Covid-19
virus is still circulating in society. Vaccines provide
genuine protection against the worst effects of the virus,
yet we recognise the legitimate fear on the part of some
who otherwise desire to gather for Holy Mass. It is our
continuing judgement, therefore, that it is not possible
at the present time for all of the faithful to attend Mass
on a Sunday thus fulfilling their duty to God. However,
it is hoped that it will be possible for all Catholics in
England and Wales to fulfil this most important Church
precept, that of the Sunday Obligation, by the First
Sunday in Advent 2021. In the meantime, all Catholics
are asked to do their best to participate in the celebration
of the weekly Sunday Mass and to reflect deeply on the
centrality of Sunday worship in the life of the Church.
In April, following our Plenary Assembly, we offered
a reflection on the experience of the extraordinary long
months of the pandemic. It was titled The Day of the
Lord. We also began to look at the way forward. We
spoke about the important invitation to restore the Sunday
Mass to its rightful centrality in our lives. We asked for
a rekindling in our hearts of a yearning for the Real
Presence of the Lord in the Eucharist, as our response to
the total, sacrificial love that Jesus has for us. We said:
‘The Eucharist should be the cause of our deepest joy, our
highest manner of offering thanks to God and for seeking
his mercy and love. We need to make it the foundation
stone of our lives’.
May this continue to be our striving during these
coming months as we journey back to the full celebration
of our Sunday Mass and our renewed observance of The
Day of the Lord.

Companions of Oremus
We are very grateful for the support of the following:
Mrs Mary Barsh
Dr Stuart Blackie
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Mrs Erlinda Chin
Francis George Clark
R & L Collyer-Hamlin
Daniel Crowley
Ms Georgina Enang
Wendy Felstead
Alfredo Fernandez
Fred Gardiner
William Gardner-Hunter
Connie Gibbes
Theresa Giwa in memoriam
Zoe & Nick Goodway
Rosalinda Grimaldo
Mrs Valerie Hamblen
Bernadette Hau
Bernard Adrian Hayes
Mrs Cliona Howell
Alice M Jones & Jacob F Jones
Poppy K
Mary Thérèse Kelly
Raymund Livesey
Alan Lloyd in memoriam
Barry Lock in memoriam
Clare and John Lusby
Pamela McGrath
Linda McHugh
Peter McNelly in memoriam
Christiana Thérèse Macarthy-Woods
James Maple
Dionne Marchetti
Paul Marsden
Mary Maxwell
Abundia Toledo Munar
Chris Stewart Munro
Mrs Brigid Murphy
Kate Nealon
Cordelia Onodu
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Emel Rochat
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If you would like to become a Companion of Oremus, see page 2
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ST CHARLES BORROMEO TACKLES A PLAGUE

Have Mercy,
O Holy Crucifix!
Fr Ivano Millico

On Sunday 15 March, six weeks into the lockdown, Pope
Francis went on pilgrimage through the streets of his city,
Rome. Yes there are plenty of chapels along the naves of
the Papal Basilica of St Peter’s and many holy grottoes in
the Vatican gardens. When the Holy Father left the Vatican
walls that Sunday afternoon, it was not for some outdoor
exercise or to recite some prayers; no, he was heading for
a very specific place. Walking for about half a mile on foot,
he entered the church of San Marcello in Via del Corso and
stood there before a large dark wooden crucifix, praying for
an end to the pandemic. This same crucifix the Pope wanted
next to him on Friday evening 27 March when, from a
deserted St Peter’s colonnade, he invoked the mercy of God
upon the city of Rome and the whole of humanity.

In 1522, as a violent plague struck the city of Rome, this
same crucifix was carried in a penitential procession from
the church of San Marcello to St Peter’s Basilica. Fearing the
risk of a contagion, the civil authorities tried to prevent this
happening, but Roman nobles, clerics, barefoot youths with
heads covered in ashes, and citizens in black habits, carried
the wooden crucifix through the streets of the city crying :
‘Have Mercy, O Holy Crucifix!’ The chronicles of the time
report that the procession lasted 16 days between the 4th and
20th of August. Sixteen long days, to cover a distance of half
a mile! As the crucifix proceeded the plague receded, so each
rione of Rome was trying to hold on to the sacred image for
as long as possible. By the time that the crucifix had returned
to the church of San Marcello, the plague had completely
ceased. Fifty years on, and another shepherd, barefoot and
with a crucifix in his hand, went on pilgrimage through the
streets of his own city, invoking mercy for the sheep of his
flock now afflicted by the plague.

© Gianni Careddu

On 11 August 1576 plague erupted within the city walls
of Milan. Initial rumours soon turned into spreading fears. All
those who could – senators, nobles and wealthy merchants,
the Governor of the city as well as the Grand Chancellor – all
left town to take refuge in their castles in the countryside. As
horses and carriages were hastily leaving a terrified city, Carlo
Borromeo, who had been away for the burial of a friend and
brother bishop, heard of the outbreak, mounted his mule and
turned back to Milan. He dismounted at the Duomo and,
after a short prayer, rode to the northern quarter of the city
where the plague had started, to visit the sick and the dying.
Return to his residence, he found those civil officials who
had had the courage to stay completely at their wits’ end,
with their leaders gone, but begging the Archbishop to take
charge. Conscious of the risks, Borromeo prepared for death
by making his will and settled his affairs in order, shaved
his beard, as a sign of sadness and penance, and began
ministering to the material and spiritual needs of his plaguestricken sheep.
The Colossus of Charles Borromeo was built in the 1600s as the first
step in a planned network of chapels devoted to the saint. While
only three of the chapels were ever built, the massive hammered
bronze statue was completed and has endured throughout the
centuries like a religious Statue of Liberty (which is the only metal
statue larger than the Colossus). The towering figure stands on an
almost 12 metre tall granite pillar, and is itself over 23 metres tall.
The figure stands with his hand outstretched to bless all who pass
under his palm. After that, visitors can enter the figure and climb up
a set of metal stairs which lead into the saint’s head, where people
can peer out of his eyes and ears.
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In the north-east district of the city, between Porta Venezia
and the central railway station, stands today the small octagonal
Church of San Carlo al Lazzaretto. The church was built on
the site of a big leper-house, a large quadrangular columned
cloister with almost 300 rooms where the sick infected by
leprosy and plague were confined. In the middle stood a little
chapel, Santa Maria della Sanità (Mary, Health of the Sick), as
an aedicule open on all sides so that the Mass celebrant could
be seen by all the sick patients in the cells of the Lazaretto. The
building was surrounded by a moat full of water, like a fortress
Oremus
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ST CHARLES BORROMEO TACKLES A PLAGUE
only accessible by a gate. Every day Borromeo went to visit the
sick and when the building overflowed with plague victims
and the gate was barred, the Archbishop walked around its
perimeter, praying as the lamenting inmates were begging
for a blessing.
To shelter the sick, Borromeo bought six large plots of
land outside the city walls, building wooden huts thatched
with straw. When supplies ran out, he begged for money
(especially at Rome from generous Cardinals), organised
special collections across his own diocese, sold his own
personal possessions, including the gold and silver ornaments
of his private chapel, and even tore down drapes from his
residence to use them as material to care for the sick in the
leper houses. Appealing to his priests, he said: ‘We have
only one life and we should spend it for Jesus Christ and for
souls, not as we wish, but at the time and in the way God
wishes. It would show great presumption and neglect of our
duty and God’s service to fail to do this, with the excuse that
God could not replace us by others more capable of working
for His glory. This does not mean you should neglect human
means, such as preventatives, remedies, doctors, everything
you can use to keep off infection, for such means are in no
way opposed to fulfilling our duty. God can replace us!’ At
the call of many of his brother bishops, including the Pope,
who begged him not to put his life in danger and urged him
to use all possible caution, Borromeo answered: ‘From the
beginning, I resolved to place myself entirely in God’s hands,
without however despising ordinary remedies … a sponge
soaked in vinegar and a few aromatic herbs in my mouth!’

the clergy to administer the sacraments in all circumstances,
with the granting of special indulgences. Thus it became
normal to see priests baptising, hearing confessions and giving
holy communion in the streets of the city. Borromeo himself
administered the sacraments to the afflicted and when he found
doors barred, he was seen entering the infected huts through
the windows, making use of a ladder! Nonetheless, he would
take all necessary hygiene precautions. For himself, he acted
as if he were actually infected, allowing no one to come near
him, keeping (in his days) to the ‘rule of eight’ in his household.
Walking in the city, he made sure that social distancing was
kept, accompanied by a servant waving a stick to make sure no
one would get close to touch his robe or beg for a blessing. He
would give alms only by placing coins in jars of vinegar, often
changed his vestments, sanitised everything with vinegar and
fire, and carried with him a sponge soaked with vinegar and
other herbs regarded as disinfectants. How familiar is all of this!
Taking advantage of a moment of alleviation in the
contagion, Borromeo led three large penitential processions
from the Duomo, with social distancing rules. All began as on
Ash Wednesday, with blessed ashes imposed on the people’s
heads, with a call to penance and conversion to newness of life.
He then walked barefoot through the city with a rope around
his neck, like a condemned criminal, carrying in his hand a
crucifix (preserved to this day in the sacristy of the Duomo) and
singing ‘Have Mercy on us, Have mercy on us’. Some of his
contemporaries accused him of having favoured the spreading
of the pestilence by assembling people in processions and
public prayers. In fact, the processions dispersed fears and
encouraged the faith of the Milanese that the pestilence would,
by the grace of God, finally come to an end.

As the only effective authority left in the city, Borromeo
gathered a scientific commission of professors and physicians
to advise him on how best to keep the infection at bay.
A ‘plague directory’ was published, and reissued in 1630 when
yet another plague struck Milan. He urged the Milanese to
carry out corporal works of mercy, wrote and distributed a
small booklet as a spiritual insurance policy for those left
with no access to the sacraments, and gave dispensations to
SEPTEMBER 2021
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St Charles, as a penitent, prays before a crucifix.

The present church of Santa Maria della Sanità in Milan dates
from 1707
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EMOTION INFLATION

John O’Neill

Cards for every situation

Great Expectations and Unexpected Surprises
John O’Neill
I realise that I have to buy a greetings card and compose a
thoughtful reflective message to a friend, rather than the
usual rushed email. In the shop I am struck yet again by how
many occasions in modern life now seem to demand a special
card from the ever-expanding range. It feels as if there is a
steady inflation going on, so that we are constantly expecting
more. There are no low-key events. Every occasion requires
cards, presents, wrapping paper and often a video record on
the day. Just as in our domestic life, so likewise in the media
– what is quite unimportant can be given great significance
and conversely quite fundamental matters go unmentioned.
Our scale of judgement is daily being challenged if we let
ourselves be fed by the media; and it's hard not to.
Keeping things low-key actually reduces distractions and
creates space for the fundamentals. Leaving my job recently
wasn’t the high stress event that psychologists warn us about.
In fact, it was quite a relief with no separation anxiety at all.
The colleagues who had become friends would still be in
touch, and that larger number of simply pleasant co-workers is
by now having the same conversations with my replacement,
the group having smoothly adjusted itself. Having said that I
didn’t want a big send-off, on the day I looked duly surprised
at the gift (although I had of course seen the brown envelope
circulating for contributions with lots of whispering), then
we stood around with glass in hand for a while – the men all
with drink in right hand, left hand in pocket, wearing attentive
non-confrontational smiles. By the way, this mirroring of
body language is definitely a man thing – you know when
you get in the lift and enter the frozen tableau, shuffling in
to take your place in the circle, eyes down, hands meekly
joined. I thanked people for their thoughtful comments on
the leaving card, a tasteful landscape rather than a chorus of
tearful rabbits and badgers saying ‘Sorry you’re going’. All very
restrained and minimal.
To avoid our expectations being regularly pumped
up, I would like to see a new range of glossy cards for the
understated approach – ’So you got First Class Honours,
well, that’s nice’. And for your engagement, not some
starry romantic scene but a couple at the mall choosing a
washing machine or whatever – daily reality. By refusing
10

to go over the top on every single event, we safely
deflate expectations, so that no-one feels disappointed.
Mind you, next time a friend is unwell, I would not send
them a card saying ’Get 95 % Well Soon’.
Anyway, this constant looking ahead means we’re not
living actually in the present moment, which disregards
the advice of St Teresa of Calcutta and Archbishop Fulton
Sheen among many others. There is of course a natural
rhythm to life’s events. Fulton Sheen stated there are only two
philosophies of life – the wise one, which is prepared to have
a fast before a feast and the worldly one, which promises an
easy feast but does not mention the hangover. As we realise
that ultimately it’s a case of ‘no roots, no fruits’, we choose to
avoid a daily diet of the synthetic.
In fact there is a richness in the everyday which
demonstrates a wonderful unpredictability. As an example,
consider that social statement, the logo T shirt. Let’s say
you’re at a party wearing your Save the Panda and someone
arrives with a similar message about the Bengal Tiger. What
to do ? Politely not mention it ? Or plunge in with: ‘So how
long have you been into conservation?’ Of course the worst
scenario of all is that they, too, are wearing Save the Panda.
So you stand there by the bread and cheese, tacitly avoiding
the subject. It’s all fine until some mutual friend bounces up
and loudly cries: ‘Well, no prizes for guessing what you two
are talking about’.
There is a playful spontaneity at work in creation. Any dog
owner who has been out walking their beagle, for example,
can testify to the canine sense of wonder when you encounter
an identical beagle on its rounds. I’m sure God has a sense
of humour. In fact on a recent Saturday following a ‘sun and
showers’ afternoon, the 6pm mass congregation was delayed
from going forth by a perfectly-timed torrential deluge. After
some minutes of communal gazing out from the Cathedral
porch, the rain stopped almost instantaneously, and within
minutes bright sun shone through. As a brilliant rainbow
arced over Victoria Street and the Cathedral, I thought that
unexpected but very real events are there for the seeing every
day which, if we are prepared to turn aside from our original
path, may even turn out to be a sort of burning bush for us.
Oremus
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A VIRTUAL VISIT / A FREE eBOOK

Scottish Catholic Media Office
Blairs Museum, Scotland's National Catholic Museum, has
launched a brand-new website featuring an interactive
virtual museum and shop, thanks to funding from the
Scottish Government's 'Museum Recovery and Resilience
Fund' established to protect Scotland's culture and heritage
sectors from the impacts of Covid-19. The new website
unites all the collections of the Scottish Catholic Heritage
Collections Trust Museum, and the historic Library and
Archive (both of which are on loan to the University of
Aberdeen). The website also provides a link to the Scottish
Catholic Archives at Columba House in Edinburgh.
This project was funded through a significant grant from
Museums Galleries Scotland. In July 2020, the Scottish
Government allocated £4 million to the Recovery and
Resilience Fund from a £97 million package of funding,
with the aim of securing the future of Scottish independent
museums put at risk by the pandemic and to protect the
vital role that they play in their communities.
Museum curator and project lead Amy Miller said:
‘The Covid-19 pandemic has prevented many visitors from
coming in person to view our collections at Blairs. This new
website and suite of online resources allows anyone with
an internet connection to see our museum and treasures

safely. We have 3D scanned a selection of our artefacts and
users can interact with any particular object by zooming
and rotating it to see all the details. We have also created
a YouTube Channel to host our new series of web videos
about our collections and the amazing stories they tell. We
are still adding new videos, so it is well worth checking the
channel regularly’.
The new website also features learning resources
for school pupils to use in conjunction with the virtual
museum, so that learning can take place with or without a
physical visit. Schools will also have the option to 'Contact
a Curator', where museums staff can lead learning sessions
through videoconferencing software.
Lucy Casot, CEO of Museums Galleries Scotland noted
that: ‘We are pleased to support Blairs Museum through
the Recovery and Resilience Fund. The museum has faced
loss of income and a multitude of challenges caused by
the pandemic, but has responded to these difficulties with
forward thinking plans to expand their online activities and
support visitors and school children to explore this important
cultural collection from afar’.
The new website can be found at: www.schct.org.uk

Tasting Ignatian Spirituality
From last May up until July 2022, the Society of Jesus is
celebrating an Ignatian Year marking the 500th anniversary
of St Ignatius’
conversion – that
fateful day when
Ignatius the
soldier, struck by a
cannonball, began
his transformation
into Ignatius the
pilgrim. To mark the
anniversary, and to
celebrate the feast
day of St Ignatius
Loyola, the Jesuits
have produced a free
eBook. Containing
prayers, poems and
reflections, it is called
Christ plays in 10,000 places and is named after the poem
by the Jesuit priest and poet Gerard Manley Hopkins SJ.
Download the book here:
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/FcSDJ28
Find out more about the Ignatian year:
www.jesuits.org/spirituality/ignatian-year/
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WHAT’S BEHIND THE ACRONYMS?/ HEADED FOR ARGYLL

Safeguarding your Right to Life
The Christian Medical Fellowship
(CMF) has welcomed the decision of
the British Medical Association (BMA)
to debate the significant problems
associated with changing the law
on euthanasia and assisted suicide
(EAS) at its annual conference this
September. CMF's CEO, Dr Mark
Pickering, commented: ‘We welcome
the decision by the BMA to extend
the EAS debate to include a detailed
discussion on how they can “best
represent our members' professional
interests and concerns in the event of
future legislative proposals”.
There are very significant problems
associated with changing the law. This
is a recognition of the clear divide in
medical opinion, between practising
and non-practising doctors; and
between doctors who work closely with
dying people and those who do not.
The 2020 BMA members' survey found
that doctors at the coal face of caring for
the elderly and terminally ill, who work
in Palliative Care, Geriatric Medicine
and General Practice are more likely to
oppose assisted suicide and euthanasia,
whereas retired doctors, and students
who have never practised medicine,

remain the most supportive. Indeed,
70 per cent of Palliative Care doctors
opposed the BMA supporting a change
in the law to allow physician-assisted
suicide and 44 per cent of geriatricians
were opposed to the BMA supporting
assisted suicide, while just one in four
(27 per cent) were in favour. This is
an issue that would have profound
effects on doctor / patient relationships.
Simply being “opposed” or “neutral”
does not do justice to the complexity
of the issues. “Neutrality” is a favoured
position of EAS campaigners, as this
can then be presented to lawmakers as
support for law change.
We only have to look at Canada,
which legalised EAS in 2015, to see
what can happen. The Canadian
Medical Association went “neutral”
on EAS in 2013, and this was a crucial
step in facilitating law change. This
law, coming into force in 2016, was
originally limited to those with a
foreseeable death. Yet by 2020, deaths
had risen to 7,595, including 1,412 who
cited loneliness as a reason for opting
to be killed, no doubt compounded by
the Covid-19 pandemic. In September

2019, the Quebec Superior Court then
struck down the requirement that a
natural death must be “reasonably
foreseeable”. This rapid extension of
Canadian law to those with chronic
disease and disability shows the fallacy
of trusting in proposed legal safeguards
in the UK.
No wonder the World Medical
Association (WMA) reiterated its
opposition to euthanasia and physicianassisted suicide in 2019, adding:
“No physician should be forced to
participate in euthanasia or assisted
suicide, nor should any physician be
obliged to make referral decisions to
this end … “. Our current laws protect
vulnerable people and do not need
changing; instead we need to refocus
our attention on how to ensure we
provide the very best palliative care to
those who need it’.
The Christian Medical Fellowship
(CMF) was founded in 1949 and is an
interdenominational organisation with
over 4,500 British doctor, nurse and
midwife members in all specialties. It
is linked to about 80 similar bodies in
other countries throughout the world.

Early Christians in Western Scotland
A new video has been produced that showcases the rich
religious heritage and newly established pilgrim routes –
the Cowal Pilgrimage – across Argyll’s spectacular Cowal
peninsula. ‘Faith in Cowal’ project lead, Dan Romani,
explained: ‘After launching a network of pilgrim trails, we
hope the video will entice people to come and try them
out. It reveals fascinating landmarks in all their glory such
as Kilmorich church in Colintraive, the carved stones in
Kilmodan and Lochgoilhead and Kilmun Church on the
banks of Holy Loch, highlighting the natural beauty of the
peninsula all the while. It’s aimed at anyone visiting this
stunning part of the world, be they cyclists, ramblers or

12

campervan enthusiasts and features a number of Dunoon
residents helping out as “extras”. There's such a strong
footprint of early Christianity in Cowal and we're delighted
that this short film brings it to life in such a vivid way. We
hope that it, and the 200 mile network of trails themselves,
will draw visitors to the area’.
The video, along with information about the pilgrim sites and
detailed walking guides for The Cowal Pilgrimage, can all be
found on the Faith in Cowal website: https://faithincowal.org
Find the video on YouTube here: https://youtu.be/
leAV08xMLO4

Oremus
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KINGDOMS UNCOVERED

Notable Remains

Palaces of Stone, Tom Huffman and Mike Main; Struik Travel & Heritage
(imprint of Penguin Random House), South Africa 2021; pp 176

Sally Roper
Across southern Africa are more than
460 remarkable stone palaces – some
small, others rambling, but many
are astonishing. All are the legacy of
kingdoms past. Some, such as Great
Zimbabwe, Khami in Botswana and
Mapungubwe in South Africa, are
famous World Heritage sites, but the
majority are unknown to the general
public, unsung and unappreciated.
Some of the most compelling aspects
of post-1994 Southern Africa are the
ways in which
academics are
illuminating
historical
narratives
through
rigorous
archaeology
– to ensure
scrupulous
scientific
dating – but
also using the
interpretative help of an arsenal of
new technical tools. These factors,
amongst others, have transformed
African archaeology into one of the
most vibrant of 21st-century knowledge
frontiers. And, because South Africans
were long subjected to versions of
'history' comprised of lies, sly omissions
and half-truths, a primary audience
for books on historical topics is South
Africans themselves. This work,
beautifully written and magnificently
illustrated, means should become a
standard on every African bookshelf.
However, this scholarly discussion of
southern Africa’s pre-colonial history
of successive wealthy trade-based
inland city-states means that a wide
international audience will be equally
captivated.
Many will know, even if hazily, of
the impressive citadel and sprawling
mass of surrounding ruins known
as ‘Great Zimbabwe’, which is the
largest ancient kingly ‘palace’ of the
book's title. Located some 300 km
from Bulawayo, Zimbabwe's southerly
SEPTEMBER 2021
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‘second city’, the long-abandoned
14th/15th century complex, once home
to some 18,000 souls, was awarded
UNESCO World Heritage Site status
in 1986. But what has become clear
in the years since both Zimbabwean
independence and South Africa's
political transition, is how many other
ancient city-state settlements, in a
belt stretching from eastern Botswana
to the Mozambican coast came to
prominence, and then faded from view.
But how did these settlements originate?
Why did they occur in this pattern? And
why were they then abandoned?
In pre-colonial times, large parts of
Africa's interior were no-go zones, due
to diseases that afflicted both people
and stock animals. However, there
were notable exceptions and these
occurred where Africa’s internal shieldlike plateau was elevated. At altitude,
neither disease-bearing mosquitos nor
the tsetse fly, whose bite took a terrible
toll on cattle, held sway. It was here that
the city-states thrived, with connections
to the brilliant age of Arab scholarship,
trade entrepots of the Levant, and the
Orient. The authors comment that: ‘It is
an extraordinary tale of impressive feats
of architecture, long-distance travel,
global trade and complex political and
administrative forms of organisation. But
above all, it offers another perspective
on what we once assumed were the vast
empty spaces of Africa past, revealing
instead a hinterland that hummed
with activity – mining, commerce,
transportation, farming and hunting’.
To date, a tally of 566 such
settlements of varying dates, many close
to ancient Botswanan gold workings,
have been documented on the southern
African ‘Highveld’ – one of the most
important of which is another World
Heritage Site (2003) located inside
South Africa, called ‘Mapungubwe’.
Although it lacked the magnificent
dry-stone walling of Great Zimbabwe,
untouched Mapungubwe was to prove
the key to the secrets of a fabulous
past. Significantly earlier than Great

Zimbabwe, in its ascendence in the
early 1200s, it was located at the
confluence of two rivers, the Shashe
and the Limpopo. This, plus its altitude,
fostered both intensive cultivation and
cattle keeping. If welcoming to people,
being well watered, it was also home
to vast herds of both plains game – but
also enormous herds of elephant.
The other half of the equation
relates to Middle Eastern dhows sailing
the East African coast, a 1,000-yearold commerce between the Arab and
African worlds. With ivory as a highprized trade item from early times,
these coastal visitors also learned
about the significant quantities of gold
produced by the metallurgists of the
interior. Finding little domestic use for
the soft metal, ancient mine operators
exported vast quantities of gold, as
well as a seemingly limitless supply
of ivory from Africa's abundant herds.
Bearer caravans travelled to and from
the coast, where Africa's natural bounty
was exchanged for manufactured goods,
textiles and beads.
Work at Mapungubwe revealed it
to be the earliest in a succession of
new, highly organised polities ruled
over by hierarchical kingly figures
operating efficient, labour-divided
societies. Collectively known as
‘Zimbabwe Culture’ city-states, these
complex societies were eventually
destabilised by internal strife, the
advent of the colonial presence, and
climate change. This book covers
both an analysis of the architecture,
a discussion of pre-colonial African
governance and the linkages of these
African kingdoms with Europe’s 17th
century expanding spice empires.
It should also be an encouragement
physically to explore either
Mapungubwe or Great Zimbabwe,
both of which have recommended
on-site museums. Today rock pythons
bask on the ruined stone terraces and
baboons stand watch over the vistas
northwards into an African hinterland
almost as old as the planet itself.
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HIDDEN IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

Reading the Prophet Obadiah
Fr Chris Clohessy
There are twelve prophets in the
Old Testament, described as ‘minor’;
and while most people have heard
of Amos or Hosea, few have heard
of Obadiah or would know where to
look for him, hidden in the heart of
the bible.

© Andreas Praefcke

His name means ‘servant’ or
‘worshipper’ of the Lord’. Probably he
was King Ahab’s servant and received
the gift of prophecy because of a
moment of inspiration, when he hid a
hundred prophets (1 Kings 18:4) from
Ahab’s dangerous wife, Jezebel. He did
this in two caves of fifty each, so that
if those in one should be discovered,
those in the other might yet escape.

individual conflicts affect the entire
and extended family. Sometimes,
even though it is difficult to remember
the details and how the conflict first
began, the divisions remain.

The Prophet Obadiah on the choirstalls of
the monastery at Blaubeuren

Obadiah is fourth of the minor
prophets, and his book deals with
the terrible consequences of sibling
rivalry. It is a discomforting read;
Obadiah presents a God who appears
angry and unyielding, his rage
directed especially towards the House
of Edom, the original tribe of Esau.
Obadiah is recognized for his belief
in the law of retaliation, as a theme
deeply enmeshed in the language of
the book; it is poetic justice, he notes,
that ‘as you have done, it shall be
done to you; your deeds shall return
on your own head’. It is a short text,
21 verses, rooted in an unhappy
history of a set of twin brothers.

‘Edom’ comes from. Later, with his
mother’s help, Jacob deceives his
father (Isaac) into giving him his one
and only blessing, which makes Jacob
the heir of all his father’s possessions.
The older brother Esau, who should
have been sole heir, is left with a
lifelong hostility towards his brother,
seen in his resolve to kill Jacob after
losing his birthright (Gen. 27:41): it
re-emerges later when Edom revolts
against the kingdom of Judah, fulfilling
the prediction of Isaac, that Esau
would ‘break loose’ from his brother
(Gen. 27:40)

Abraham marries Sarah; their
son Isaac marries Rebekah; Isaac
and Rebekah have two sons: Esau,
the elder and Jacob, the younger.
When in Gen. 25 Rebekah asked the
meaning of the struggle going on in
her womb, she learns from God that
these two boys represent two nations:
‘One nation shall have mastery over
the other, and the elder shall serve
the younger’ (Gen. 25:23). From the
very beginning, the boys are rivals.
When they grow older, Jacob haggles
with Esau to exchange his birthright
for some edible ‘red stuff’: this is the
phrase used by the text – the word
for red in Hebrew is where the name

Esau’s descendants became the
nation of Edom, while Jacob’s, his
name changed to Israel, grew into
the nation that still carries that
name. The conflict that began at
birth between two brothers results in
enmity between two entire nations,
as division deepened and became
more dangerous, resulting in years
of violence and loss of life. It is a
reminder of what happens when
conflicts, even on the level of family,
are handed on from one generation
to the next; here, Esau and Jacob’s
lives intersect with our own. The
names and circumstances might be
different, but we know how divisive
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When Judah was invaded in the
6th century BC, the enemy sacked
Jerusalem. The Edomites, descendants
of Esau, made a fateful error of
judgment, siding with the enemy,
helping them to loot the city. Speaking
many years after that initial conflict
between brothers, Obadiah recounts
the ways that Edom turned against his
brother’s nation and sided with Israel’s
enemies. He mentions the pillage,
as well as the occasions when Edom
supported alien powers. The prophet
condemns the House of Edom for
‘gloating over his brother’s misfortune’
and ‘playing the braggart on the day of
distress.’ ‘On the day you stood silent
while strangers carried off his wealth
and foreigners entered his gates and
cast lots for Jerusalem, you were like
one of them’.Then Obadiah describes
Edom’s punishment: ‘The House of
Esau will become stubble. They will set
it alight and burn it up (Obadiah 1:18)’.
It is heart-breaking when family
members are at odds, when closeness
ends and people are exiled from each
other, often in a grim silence or raging
anger that lasts for years. Exile is not
geographical; people can be exiled in
their own countries, own homes, even
their own room. But when their enmity
grows beyond family boundaries, the
consequences are devasting. Even
today, some nations and peoples, once
united, have become divided between
north and south, east and west;
some regions are intensely divided
among their groups of inhabitants;
and there can be significant conflicts
among regions within a nation or in
neighbourhoods within cities. Obadiah
reminds us that violence begets
violence and that we should put an
end to these squabbles and grievances
at the moment they start.
Oremus
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THE FRIENDS OF WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL

Your Charabanc Awaits
Christina White

Standen House

In 1798, the poet William Wordsworth
recorded his delight at seeing again
the banks of the River Wyre … the
cliffs, and hedgerows, these ‘plots
of cottage-ground’. ‘Mid the din of
towns and cities, I have owed to
them,’ he wrote. As I put together
the new programme for the Friends,
it feels as though, through lockdown,
we too have lived on memories of
past visits: outings to the countryside
in autumn splendour, or blooming
June. Sometimes, as Wordsworth
knew all too well, just a day away
from the din of the city is sufficient
to restore the spirit.
We have two coach trips planned
this autumn; our first tentative steps
back towards normality. At the end of
September, we head for East Grinstead
in Sussex (not too long a coach journey)
and the beautiful Standen House.
Westminster Cathedral has an impressive
Arts and Crafts heritage, and it will be
interesting to see this expressed in a
domestic setting. Standen was a creative
collaboration between Philip Webb,
Morris & Co, and the Beale family,
and is one of the best examples of Arts
and Crafts workmanship in the United
Kingdom. It is testament to William
Morris’ principle that a house should
be ‘clothed by its garden’ and, indeed,
Standen itself was designed to look
as though it had always been there,
part of the landscape rather than a
presumptuous intruder.
In the afternoon, we hope to
visit Sackville College – a Jacobean
almshouse founded in 1609 through
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a bequest of £1,000 from Robert
Sackville, Second Earl of Dorset.
Sackville’s first wife, Lady Margaret,
was the daughter of Thomas Howard,
fourth Duke of Norfolk, and a devout
Catholic. After her death, her husband
remarried, but left instructions for
burial: ‘as near to my first dearly
beloved wife … as can be’. His will
made provision for the building of the
almshouses in his memory. John Mason
Neale, Warden from 1846-1866,
wrote many of our well-known hymns
and carols including ‘Good King
Wenceslas’. As Oremus went to press,
we await confirmation that the visit can
go ahead. Fingers crossed!
In October, Fr John Scott
accompanies us to Salisbury for a
tour of the famous Cathedral and will
also be celebrating Mass. Salisbury
has the highest spire of any Cathedral
in England and houses a copy of the
Magna Carta. Its Cathedral Close
inspired Anthony Trollope’s Barchester
Chronicles series. The author visited the
city in 1852 and ‘conceived the story of
The Warden’ whilst wandering round
‘the purlieus of the Cathedral’.
The Catholic church of St Osmund is
a short walk from the Cathedral and we
will include this on our trip. Designed by
Augustus Welby Pugin, St Osmund’s has
links with the formidable Lady Elizabeth
Herbert known as ‘Lady Lightning’ for
her effectiveness working with Catholic
charities. A convert (she was received
into the Church at Palermo in Sicily in
1866), she embraced many Catholic
causes and was an early patron of the
Salisbury mission. Friend and confidante
to the great Cardinals of Westminster:
Manning and Vaughan and also to
Newman, she inspired literary characters
with her dedication ‘to the triumph of the
Roman cause’. After our visit, the parish
at St Osmund will give us tea before our
return to London.
We have a number of talks planned
for the autumn (online and in-person),
an evening musical recital, and the

return, finally, of the Quiz with Fish
and Chip Supper. Looking ahead to
the end of October, Paul Pickering
will be taking us on a ‘Walk Through
Landscape’ tour of the National
Gallery’s art collection. Further details
are in the Friends’ autumn newsletter,
sent to all members this month.
The Friends’ fundraising this season
again focuses on the online giving
forum, Big Give. We are raising further
funds for the complete renovation of
the Cathedral Hall Kitchen. Please
help us reach our target and, finally,
give the Cathedral Hall a kitchen
facility worthy of all parishioners and
users. Details of how to donate will be
online and in the Cathedral Newsletter
and please, join the Friends and help
us to support Westminster Cathedral.

Forthcoming Events
Thursday 9 and Thursday 16 September:
Online talks with local Government
lawyer Bryan Boese. The history of
Green Park and Victoria 7pm £5 per talk
24 September: Dom Ambrose Henley
OSB of Ampleforth Abbey: ‘Who Do
You Say I Am?’ Online talk 7pm £5
30 September: Standen House and
Sackville College trip. Coach will
depart from Clergy House at 9.15am.
In the morning, we visit Standen.
After a ploughman’s lunch, we head
to the Jacobean Sackville College
for a tour and tea before returning to
London (Details being finalised as
Oremus went to press – please email
friends@rcdow.org.uk for pricing and
booking information).

Contact us
• Write to: Friends’ Office,
42 Francis Street,
London SW1P 1QW
• Call: 020 7798 9059
• Email: friends@
westminstercathedral.org.uk
Registered Charity number 272899
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An Opened-out Cathedral Marble
Patrick Rogers

© Jebulon

seen on shop counters in Pompeii and
Herculaneum and all across Italy and
Greece, as well as in Roman outposts
such as Carthage. Recycled Cipollino
can also be found in many Christian
churches. There are 8 columns of it
in the portico of St Peter’s Basilica
in Rome, and St Mark’s in Venice
has smaller columns beside one of
the entrances, with slabs of it on the
interior walls and floor.

Rock formations by the sea

solid columns and wall panels from
Carystus were first recorded as being
used for a private house. Carystus
(Karystos) is on the south-west coast
of the Greek island of Evia (Euboea)
and the Romans named the marble
Marmor Carystium. The quarries
were worked extensively as Imperial
property until Byzantine times, the
‘fresh green of Carystus’ being used
in the Emperor Justinian’s church
of Santa Sophia in Constantinople,
reopened in 563.

Marbles and onions are not usually
associated, but the Italian for onion
is cipolla and Cipollino marble
received its name because of its
resemblance to a cut onion. Greek
Cipollino is believed to be one of the
first coloured marbles brought to
Rome and it was the one most used.
In Westminster Cathedral it can be
seen cladding walls and piers in the
nave, lining the wall of the apse and
in virtually every chapel.
Cipollino has become a term for
marble banded with different shades
of green, white and yellow. Thus,
besides Greek Cipollino, the Cathedral
also has columns of the waxy yellow
Swiss Cipollino (from Saillon in the
Canton Valais) at the entrance to
St Gregory and St Augustine’s, St
Andrew’s and St George’s Chapels.
The green-veined but more puttycoloured Italian Cipollino alternates
with the darker Connemara Green
marble behind the altar on the wall
of St Patrick’s Chapel. But these have
been used for perhaps two hunded
years, whereas that from Greece has
been used for over two thousand.
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Greek Cipollino was worked
first by the Greeks and then by the
Romans. Pieces for mosaic floors
were brought to Rome as early as the
2nd century BC. But it was in Julius
Caesar’s time, about 48 BC, that

Today Cipollino can be found
throughout the old Roman Empire.
There are over five hundred columns
in Rome itself. The Temple of
Antoninus and Faustina in the Roman
Forum has ten columns of the marble
thirty-six feet in height. Slabs can be

The castle of Karystos on the island of Euboea

For thirteen hundred years the
old quarries lay forgotten. But in
the 1860s Charles Garnier wrote
to Greece for Cipollino for the new
Grand Opera House of Paris (opened
in 1875). He was told that the
quarries were abandoned and the
cost would be prohibitive. So Garnier
was the first to use the recently
discovered Swiss Cipollino instead.
He described the incident in his book
on the Opera House in 1878 and
it appears to have been this which
motivated the marble merchant
William Brindley to travel to Evia to
search out and reopen the ancient
quarries there.
Brindley’s search lasted several
years. It culminated in the discovery
of workable marble in a series of old
Roman quarries on the side of Mount
Pygari, near Styra. These quarries
Brindley subsequently exploited.
Some thirteen miles to the south-east,
and three miles to the north-east of
Karystos, he found Klyndroi quarry
where ten ancient columns still lie
halfway up Mount Ocha (Ochi).
One of these remains attached to
the parent rock and another, thirtysix feet in length, is the same size as
those in the Temple of Antoninus and
Faustina in Rome. In 1881 the Post
Office Directory entry for Brindley’s
firm, Farmer and Brindley, included
the words ‘Sole Agents for Cipollino’.
The 1885 entry read ‘Sole Agents
for rediscovered Roman quarries,
Numidian, Cipollino, Pavonazzetto’.
Two years later, Brindley told the
Oremus
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An opened-out lozenge on the sanctuary floor of the Blessed Sacrament Chapel

Royal Institute of British Architects
that: ‘Good Cipollino is now again
obtainable’.
How much of it was supplied by
Farmer and Brindley is unclear. They
were listed as agents for the marble until
1899, when this changed to ‘Quarry
Proprietors of Egyptian Porphyry,
antique Greek Cipollino and Rosso
Antico’. But two years earlier, in 1897,
the Anglo-Greek Marble Company
(Marmor), the largest in Europe with
capital of £235,000, had been formed
to develop quarries at Pentelikon, Paros,
Tinos, Skyros, Naxos and Evia. By 1909
Marmor was advertising as sole suppliers
of Cipollino ‘from the ancient Greek
quarries’. Farmer and Brindley became a
private limited company in 1905, when
Brindley effectively retired at the age of
74, and any independent involvement by
the firm in quarrying seems likely to have
ended at about that time.
The first recorded consignment of
Cipollino from Evia reaching London
was in 1898. It was of slabs for the new
staircase walls at Drapers’ Hall and
four columns for the Royal Academy
of Arts. Shortly afterwards eight more
columns arrived for Westminster
Cathedral. The marble merchants
were Farmer and Brindley. Two of the
columns for the Cathedral cracked
while being worked, but the remaining
six can be seen at the transepts and at
the entrance to St Patrick’s, St Paul’s and
St Joseph’s Chapels. Imports continued;
Norwich Union’s 1904 headquarters
in Norwich received sixteen Cipollino
columns and 8 more went to decorate
the 1907 Old Bailey entrance hall. By
SEPTEMBER 2021
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that time, according to Brindley, over
one hundred large columns had been
produced for Britain, Germany and
the USA.
Cipollino produces sound, loadbearing monolithic columns, as can
be seen in the Cathedral. But it also
has another quality. Consecutive slabs
from a block can be opened out or
‘book-matched’ to form a continuous
and attractive pattern. Cipollino used
in this way can be seen in both Santa
Sophia in Istanbul and St Mark’s in
Venice, but the wealth of Cipollino in
the Cathedral has produced probably
the best examples of this technique in
Britain. These can be seen all around
the Cathedral, as on the piers of the
nave, in the transepts and bridges
above them and on the walls of St
Joseph’s Chapel.

In early 1956 it was decided
that the nave should be clad with
marble, including Cipollino, in
accordance with the original plans
of the Cathedral’s Architect, John
Francis Bentley. The firm of Farmer
and Brindley was no more and it was
Mr Whitehead of John Whitehead and
Sons, accompanied by Aelred Bartlett,
brother of Francis, the future Cathedral
Administrator, who went to Evia
to choose the marble. Whiteheads
were satisfied with readily available
Cipollino with straight, parallel lines.
Aelred, however, wanted irregular
waves and undulating patterns for
opening out, and he insisted on the
start of a new quarry face to achieve
this. The attractive patterns provided
by the Cipollino in the nave of our
Cathedral today are the result.

Recent work – The gradine behind the
High Altar which supports the crucifix and
candlesticks

Wall cladding in St Joseph’s Chapel
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MONTHLY ALBUM

The Ins and the Outs
Just as new Choristers join the Choir, so do the top year
graduate to the next stage of their education. Harry, Elliot,
Edric and Louis have had a more disrupted and unusual time
in the Choir than most of their predecessors because of the
pandemic, but we hope that their time at the Cathedral will
nonetheless have been formative in the most positive way.

The last Sunday of June saw the much delayed Induction at
Solemn Vespers of (now not-so-new) Choristers, an event
which we would otherwise have celebrated in October. Left
to right are Ewan, Christian and John, with Peter Stevens, the
Assistant Master of Music, who presented them for Induction
to the Administrator. As it was the Solemnity of St John
Southworth, our resident priest and martyr, the Cathedral
was celebrating a different liturgy to the whole of the rest of
the Catholic Church, whence the Administrator’s red cope,
formerly worn by Cardinal Manning.

Handy Men

A Group of 10 Year-olds
Late June sees the Ordinations of new priests in the Cathedral,
but also brings a crop of anniversaries. Celebrating together
their tenth anniversary this year were Frs Paolo Bagini,
Andrew Connick, Andrew Gallagher and Graham Stokes.
Fr Graham is the only one not to have served as a Cathedral
Chaplain, although he has served under the Administrator
at Enfield, as did also Fr Andrew Connick. Whilst the other
three are parish priests, Fr Andrew Gallagher may now be
said to be leapfrogging over the others by taking on his new
responsibility of three parishes.

The Cathedral complex took little notice of lockdown. Lamps
still needed to be replaced, doors adjusted, leaking taps
repaired and so forth. Much of the burden was shouldered
by Sam Holloway (centre) working restricted hours under
the Furlough Scheme, so we record our thanks to him for
keeping us well-maintained and safe. Now, however, he has
been joined by Arturas (Art) Bakanovas (left) as Maintenance
Assistant, the two of them seen here with Neil Fairbairn,
Cathedral Works Manager (right).
18
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MONTHLY ALBUM

Fund Raising is Fundamental

A new face around Clergy House is Marie-Louise Van
Spyk, seen here with Paul Moynihan, Cathedral MC, at a
recent Clergy House post-Freedom Day tea party. She joins
the Cathedral to look after fund-raising, but is no stranger
either to the diocese or to Francis Street, having previously
worked in Vaughan House in a similar role. The Cathedral’s
financial situation has never been easy, as Oremus articles
and appeals over many years have made clear, and we look
forward to Marie-Louise bringing a sharp eye to what can
and must be done.

Bought on a Business Trip

Wednesdays will not be
the same
We recently said farewell to Kevin Conway, who has
worked on Clergy House Reception on Wednesdays.
Some enquiries can be difficult to deal with and
patience is a virtue that can be practised there, but
Kevin’s ability to be able to laugh has seen him
through. We wish him well as he devotes more time to
the golf course.

For a number of years this ciborium and chalice have
remained, somewhat unseen, in the Cathedral Exhibition
above the Gift Shop. Apart from their intrinsic beauty,
they tell an interesting tale. Of French manufacture in the
second half of the 19th century, they were presented to the
Cathedral by Cardinal Manning on the feast of
St Thomas Becket, patron of the English secular clergy, in
1871. Inscriptions note that they were donated to the glory
of God and as a souvenir of the Sacred Vatican Council
(i.e. Vatican I). Their decoration renders them particularly
suitable for Mass on feasts of Our Lady and, retrieved from
the Exhibition, they are now serving that purpose, most
recently for the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Virgin.
SEPTEMBER 2021
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CROSSWORD AND POEM

The Pilgrims of the Night
(Oratory Hymns, 1854)
Fr Frederick Faber
Hark! hark! my soul! angelic songs are swelling
O’er earth’s green fields and ocean’s wavebeat shore!
How sweet the truth those blessed strains are telling
Of that new life when sin shall be no more!
Angels of Jesus! Angels of light!
Singing to welcome the pilgrims of the night.
Darker than night life’s shadows fall around us,
And, like benighted men, we miss our mark;
God hides Himself, and grace hath scarcely found us,
Ere death finds out his victims in the dark
Angels of Jesus! …

Alan Frost August 2021 – No. 91

Clues Across
1 Covered receptacles holding the Holy Eucharist (7)
6 Acronym indicating a person’s alternative identity (3)
8 Term used to indicate wartime air-raids on London and other cities (5)
9 Fish symbol in the Early Church around letters indicating Christ (7)
10 Item carried by dog in dream by 24 Across, a symbol of 25 Across’
Order (5)
11 Become a member (6)
13 Not capable of dispassionate judgment (6)
15 & 7 Down London monument near site of Tyburn Tree (6)
17 ‘Singular ------ of Devotion’, from Our Lady’s Litany (6)
20 Architect of Palace of Westminster and numerous neo-Gothic
churches (5)
21 Opera by Dvorak with the famous ‘Song to the Moon’ aria (7)
23 Relationship of St Winefride to the priest St Beuno (5)
24 Blessed Joan of ---, mother of 25 Across (3)
25 Feast Day in early August of Founder of the Order of Preachers (7)
Clues Down
1 Westminster theatre, home of the English National Ballet (8)
2 Place named by Jacob because there he saw God [Gen. 35] (6)
3 Book of the OT named after daughter-in-law of Naomi (4)
4 Bottomless pit into which the Gaderene swine were cast (5)
5 Fierce verbal attack on someone or something (8)
6 Mid-Atlantic islands with very Catholic population (6)
7 See 15 Across
12 	What the hypocrite sees in his brother’s eye, but not the beam in his
own [Matt. 7] (8)
14 Outer vestment worn by a deacon assisting at High Mass (8).
16 ------ Caeli, seasonal antiphon to Our Lady (6)
18 Treat for dinner on Friday? (6)
19 Statement of faith proclaimed by Mass-goers (5)
20 Tuscan city on the Arno with famous tower (4)
22 Son of Noah, an ancestor of Abraham (4)

Onward we go, for still we hear them singing,
Come, weary souls! for Jesus bids you come!
And through the dark, its echoes sweetly ringing,
The music of the Gospel leads us home.
Angels of Jesus! …
Far, far away, like bells at evening pealing *,
The voice of Jesus sounds o’er land and sea,
And laden souls, by thousands meekly stealing,
Kind Shepherd! turn their weary steps to Thee.
Angels of Jesus! …
Rest comes at length; though life be long and dreary,
The day must dawn, and darksome night be past;
All journeys end in welcomes to the weary,
And heaven, the heart’s true home, will come at last.
Angels of Jesus! …
Cheer up, my soul! faith’s moonbeams softly glisten
Upon the breast of life’s most troubled sea;
And it will cheer thy drooping heart to listen
To those brave songs which angels mean for thee.
Angels of Jesus! …
Angels! sing on, your faithful watches keeping,
Sing us sweet fragments of the songs above;
While we toil on, and soothe ourselves with weeping,
Till life’s long night shall break in endless love.
Angels of Jesus! …
* This is believed to have been written when Faber was the Anglican
Rector of Elton in Huntingdonshire and refers to the bells of Oundle
parish church in Northamptonshire (where the editor of Oremus
once served) being heard echoing along the Nene valley.

ANSWERS
Across: 1 Ciboria 6 Aka 8 Blitz 9 Ichthys 10 Torch 11 Enlist 13 Biased
15 Marble 17 Vessel 20 Pugin 21 Rusalka 23 Niece 24 Aza 25
Dominic Down: 1 Coliseum 2 Bethel 3 Ruth 4 Abyss 5 Diatribe 6
Azores 7 Arch 12 Splinter 14 Dalmatic 16 Regina 18 Salmon
19 Creed 20 Pisa 22 Shem
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To submit a poem whether by yourself or another for
consideration, please contact the Editor – details on page 3.
Oremus
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CATHEDRAL HISTORY – A PICTORIAL RECORD

The Episcopal Ordination of Bishop John Sherrington
Paul Tobin
With Bishop George Stack, a former Administrator of
the Cathedral, being translated to become Archbishop
of Cardiff earlier in 2011, Fr John Sherrington, a priest
of the diocese of Nottingham, was appointed to succeed
him as an Auxiliary Bishop with pastoral responsibility
for the deaneries of Hertfordshire and as Chairman of the
Diocesan Education Commission.
The Mass of Ordination took place on the Feast of the
Exaltation of the Holy Cross, and so it was appropriate that
Archbishop Vincent Nichols should wear the red chasuble
worn by Pope Benedict XVI on the occasion of his celebrating
Mass in the Cathedral almost exactly a year beforehand.
In the image taken during the Litany of the Saints, the
Bishop-elect is seen lying prone on the red carpet with
Archbishop Nichols as Principal Consecrator kneeling
between the two Co-Consecrators, Cardinal Cormac
Murphy O’Connor, his immediate predecessor to his left
and the then Bishop of Nottingham, Malcom McMahon
OP (now Archbishop of Liverpool) on his right. Kneeling
immediately behind and to the left of Archbishop Nichols is
Fr Gerard Skinner as Master of Ceremonies. Clearly visible
on the High Altar is the Book of the Gospels, part of the
illuminated Bible handwritten by Edward Bulley between
1969 and 1983 which contains the texts of both Old
and New Testaments in Latin and English. This has been
described as one of the Cathedral’s greatest treasures.
Image credit: Marcin Mazur for Oremus, October 2011
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St Cyprian was born at the beginning of the 3rd century. He was well-educated, practising law and oratory, and
receiving baptism in the 240s. Ordained priest, he became Bishop of Carthage in North Africa in 248. Shortly
afterwards, a general persecution of the Church arose. Cyprian went into hiding and had to observe the desertion from
the faith of much of his flock, creating pastoral problems which absorbed much of the next decade, until a further
persecution began around 259. This time, the saint stayed with his people, and was arrested and executed. He remains
as a foremost martyr of the African Church, being named in Eucharistic Prayer 1.

The Month of

September
The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention
Universal – An environmentally
sustainable Lifestyle
We pray that we may all make
courageous choices for a simple and
environmentally sustainable lifestyle,
rejoicing in our young people, who
are resolutely committed to this.

Wednesday 1 September

Ps Week 2
Feria
* World Day of Prayer for the Care of
Creation
* Anniversary of the death of Cardinal
Cormac Murphy O’Connor, 10th
Archbishop of Westminster

Thursday 2 September
Feria

Friday 3 September

Friday abstinence
ST GREGORY THE GREAT, Pope & Doctor
No Choral services

Saturday 4 September

Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday
(St Cuthbert, Bishop)
2pm Malta Day Mass
4pm Extraordinary Form Mass (Lady Chapel)

The Cathedral is open from 7.30am and closes after the last Mass of the day
Monday to Friday: Mass: 8 and 10.30am (Latin), 12.30 * and 5.30pm (Choir);
Morning Prayer 7.35am; Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: 1.15 to 5pm;
Confessions: 12noon-12.30pm and 5-5.30pm
Saturday: Mass: 8 and 10.30am (Latin), 12.30 * and 6pm (Cantor) *; Morning
Prayer 7.35am, Sung Vespers 5.30pm *; Confessions: 12noon- 12.30pm and 5.456.15pm
Sunday: Mass: 8 and 10am (Cantor) *, 12noon (Solemn, Choir) *, 5.30pm (Cantor)
* and 7pm; Sung Morning Prayer 9.30am *, Solemn Vespers and Benediction 4pm
(Choir) *; Confessions: 11.30am-12noon and 5.15-5.45pm
* Live streamed via the Cathedral website; the lunchtime weekday Mass is live
streamed via the Cathedral’s YouTube Channel

Sunday 5 September
Ps Week 3
23rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
12pm Solemn Mass (Mens’ voices)
Palestrina – Missa aeterna Christi munera
Palestrina – Oravi ad Dominum Deum
meum
Organ: J. S. Bach – Praeludium in E
major BWV 566
4pm Solemn Vespers and Benediction
Guerrero – Magnificat octavi toni
Lassus – Salve Regina
Organ: Buxtehude – Praeludium in D
major BuxWV 139
4.45pm Organ Recital: Peter Stevens
(Westminster Cathedral)

Ps Week 4
24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
* Education Sunday
12pm Solemn Mass (Full choir)
Palestrina – Missa brevis
MacMillan – A new song
Organ: Tournemire – Improvisation sur le
Te Deum
4pm Solemn Vespers and Benediction
Lassus – Magnificat primi toni
Victoria – Salve Regina (a 5)
Organ: Buxtehude – Passacaglia in D
minor BuxWV 161
4.45pm Organ Recital: Stephen Pinnock
(Canterbury)

Monday 6 September

Monday 13 September

Sunday 12 September

Feria

St John Chrysostom, Bishop & Doctor

Tuesday 7 September

Feria
5.30pm Chapter Mass, with Installation
of Canons
THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN
MARY
No Choral services

Thursday 9 September

St John Chrysostom in the Collegiate Church
of Eisgarn, Lower Austria

Feria
(St Peter Claver, Priest)

Friday 10 September

Friday abstinence

© Storye book

Feria

Saturday 11 September

St Cuthbert, above the entrance to his church
in Ackworth, West Yorkshire
22

© Wolfgang Sauber

Wednesday 8 September

Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday
2pm Diocesan Mass for Catechists

Tuesday 14 September

THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS
5.30pm Equestrian Order of the Holy
Sepulchre attends Mass (Bishop Hudson)
MacMillan – St Anne’s Mass (Boys’ voices)
Ireland – Ex ore innocentium
Plainsong – Salve Crux sancta
Oremus
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DIARY AND NOTICES
Sunday 26 September
Ps Week 2
26th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
* The Harvest
12pm Solemn Mass (Full choir)
Mozart – Missa brevis in F major ((K192)
Palestrina – Super flumina Babylonis
Mozart – Ave verum corpus
Organ: Franck – Pièce héroïque
4pm Solemn Vespers and Benediction
Lassus – Magnificat primi toni
Palestrina – Sitivit anima mea
Organ: J. S. Bach – Concerto in G major
BWV 592
5.30pm World Day for Migrants and
Refugees International Mass (Bishop
McAleenan)
Monday 27 September

St Vincent de Paul, Priest

Tuesday 28 September
The Co-workers of the Master of Music, Marko Sever (Organ Scholar, who is spending a
second year at the Cathedral), Will Waine (Music Administrator and Deputy Lay Clerk)
and Peter Stevens (Assistant Master of Music)

Wednesday 15 September

Tuesday 21 September

Our Lady of Sorrows

Ss Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, Bishop,
Martyrs

ST MATTHEW, Apostle & Evangelist
5.30pm Mass for Cathedral Volunteers
Langlais – Missa in simplicitate (Boys’ voices)
Handel – How beautiful are the feet
Franck – Panis angelicus

Friday 17 September

Friday abstinence
Feria
(St Robert Bellarmine, Bishop & Doctor)

Wednesday 22 September

Saturday 18 September

St Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest

Thursday 16 September

Feria

Thursday 23 September

Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday

Monday 20 September

St Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Paul Chong
Ha-sang and Companions, Martyrs
SEPTEMBER 2021
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Wednesday 29 September

Ss MICHAEL, GABRIEL and RAPHAEL,
Archangels

Wednesday 30 September

St Jerome, Priest & Doctor

Key to the Diary: Saints’ days and
holy days written in BOLD CAPITAL
LETTERS denote Sundays and Solemnities,
CAPITAL LETTERS denote Feasts, and those
not in capitals denote Memorials, whether
optional or otherwise. Memorials in
brackets are not celebrated liturgically.

What Happens and When

Sunday 19 September

The opening hours of the Cathedral, any
closures and the times of public liturgy
are published here in Oremus, on the
Cathedral website and via Social Media.
Public weekday Lauds (Morning Prayer)
are sung Monday to Saturday at 7.35am
in the Lady Chapel by the Chaplains
following the opening of the Cathedral.
Weekday Vespers are presently sung
Monday to Friday by the Chaplains after
the closing of the Cathedral.

© Massimilianogalardi

Ps Week 1
25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
* Home Mission Day
12pm Solemn Mass (Full choir)
Byrd – Mass for 5 voices
Palestrina – Si ambulavero in medio
Tallis – O Salutaris hostia
Organ: J. S. Bach – Fantasia in G minor
BWV 542
4pm Solemn Vespers and Benediction
Lassus – Magnificat octavi toni
Palestrina – Ego sum panis vivus
Organ: J. S. Bach – Fugue in G minor
BWV 542
4.45pm Organ Recital: Marko Sever
(Westminster Cathedral)

Feria
(St Wenceslaus, Martyr; St Lawrence Ruiz
& Companions, Martyrs)

Padre Pio – commanding or blessing?

Friday 24 September

Friday abstinence
Our Lady of Walsingham
Cardinal Vaughan Memorial School
Foundation Mass

Saturday 25 September

Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday

Throughout the Year

At the time of going to press, meeting times
and locations for the groups attached to
the Cathedral are being negotiated. As soon
as information becomes known, it will be
published in the weekly Newsletter and on
the News pages of the Cathedral website.
Thank you for your patience.
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REVISITING AN ABBEY

A Monastic Mass in Colchester
Mary Huntingdon

Abbot Geoffrey, who is an eminent historian and
annalist of the English Benedictine Congregation, said the
Mass at noon, at the request of Jennie Guthrie-Stevens, a
member of the Colchester Catholic Heritage Group and
the Priory Street parish. Jennie has done much research on
St John's Abbey and its history, and gained the necessary
permissions from English Heritage and Colchester Borough
Council for the service to take place, albeit with just six
people present. The Rt Rev Alan Williams sm, Bishop of the
diocese of Brentwood, in which Colchester is located, was
represented by Abbot Hugh Allan O.Praem, parish priest at
Our Lady Immaculate, Chelmsford, who is also Apostolic
Administrator of the Prefecture of the Falkland Islands
and Ecclesiastical Superior of the Missions sui iuris of the
islands of Ascension, St Helena and Tristan da Cunha.
Prominent Essex Catholic Lord Petre was in the small
congregation, too.
Founded in 1095 by Eudo Dapifer, William the
Conqueror’s High Steward and Constable of Colchester
Castle, St John’s Abbey as a Benedictine foundation made
a major contribution to the development of medieval
Colchester and became a wealthy and privileged house,
despite losing part of its buildings to fire in 1133. In the
late 14th and early 15th centuries, perhaps as a result of
the Peasants' Revolt of 1381, the Abbey strengthened its
defences and the Gatehouse was added as part of this
rebuilding around 1400. It was one of a handful of abbeys
that refused to surrender to Henry VIII’s Commissioners
during the Dissolution and succumbed only after the
execution outside its walls of its abbot, John Beche (aka
Thomas Marshall), who refused to acknowledge the
spiritual authority of King Henry VIII over the Church.
Abbot Beche was beatified by Pope Leo XIII in 1895,
but it is less than a decade since the first Mass was
celebrated in the building on the anniversary of his death
on 1 December 2012; a plaque recording the martyrdom
has now been unveiled at the site. In 2015 Bishop
Alan marked the 900th anniversary of the dedication
of the Abbey with prayers for Blessed John Beche at the
Gatehouse. Afterwards he commented that the Abbey’s
destruction was a huge blow for the Colchester community:
‘For hundreds of years, it was a place of education, care
for the sick and succour for the poor. It did so much for the
24
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History was made on the Solemnity of the Nativity of
St John the Baptist, when Abbot Geoffrey Scott OSB
of Douai Abbey, became the first Benedictine monk to
celebrate Mass on the site of St John’s Abbey, Colchester,
on its patronal feast day, since 1539. The Mass took place
in the Gatehouse, the last remnant of what was once the
fourth largest abbey in the country.

A splendid gateway, but all that remains above ground of the Abbey

town’s citizens for so long. Christian faith and charity were
lived here. When the abbey closed, the number of destitute
people in the town increased dramatically. It was as if the
welfare state was suddenly destroyed’.
Abbot Geoffrey Scott’s own community of Douai
in Woolhampton is part of the English Benedictine
Congregation and was founded in Paris in 1615. Uprooted
from there by the French Revolution, it moved to Douai
in Flanders before returning to England in 1903, bringing
its name with it. A number of parishes are run from the
abbey, which has an important library and archive which
holds the records of a number of Religious Communities.
Abbot Geoffrey teaches modern Church History at the
Dominicans’ Blackfriars Hall in Oxford. He is also
President of the Catholic Archives Society, Vice-President
of the Catholic Record Society, a member of the Patrimony
Committee of the English and Welsh Bishops’ Conference
and Annalist of the English Benedictine Congregation,
and has also lectured to seminarians at St Mary’s College,
Oscott.
A recording of the Mass can be seen at:
https://youtu.be/ITXujRBZaU8
Oremus
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The Cathedral is Surrounded

What does Care of Trees have to do
with our Faith?
Ellen Teague
On Sunday 27 June I joined a group finding out about trees
in the vicinity of the Cathedral. I’ve visited the area many
times since childhood, but hardly noticed them before
now. It seemed strange to be gathering under a banner,
‘Tree Walk from Westminster Cathedral,’ but it shouldn’t
have been. Care of Creation is an element of Catholic
Social Teaching, all underlined by the 2015 Encyclical,
Laudato Si’. Colette Joyce, Westminster Justice & Peace
Co-ordinator, led the two-hour walk. She reflected on the
importance of trees within Christian tradition and invited
contemplation of some of the many beautiful trees within
easy walking distance.
As we strolled, we were encouraged to think about
the nature and purpose of trees, especially their role in
maintaining a stable climate that enables all life on earth
to exist and thrive. Trees bind soil, remove carbon dioxide
from the air and release oxygen, as well as providing a home
for many species of birds and insects. We considered, too,
the significance we attach to trees – from the solemn prayer
before the wood of the Cross to the celebratory decoration of
Christmas trees.
We began with the two mature London Plane trees in the
piazza. Plane was widely planted as a street tree during the
18th and 19th centuries as it requires little root space and
can survive in most soils and a wide range of temperatures.
More than half of London’s eight million trees are planes
and, importantly, remove pollution from the atmosphere.
The mottled olive, brown and grey bark breaks away in large
flakes to reveal new cream-coloured bark underneath, a
process which cleanses the tree of pollution stored in the
outer bark. Each year London’s trees remove 2,241 tonnes of
pollution, a major contribution to public health.
When we moved off down Morpeth Terrace we passed
rows of plane trees and stopped at the end by the Choir
School’s Pre-Prep building with its statue of St Francis of
Assisi for a short reflection and prayer. Then there was
Willow Place, named after willow trees, formerly common
here. A Ginkgo in Rochester Row is from a species which
survived the dinosaurs and the ice age, and was the first
tree to recover in Hiroshima after the city was destroyed
by atomic bomb in August 1945. Then we walked around
Vincent Square, a 13-acre green space lined with mature
trees, including more planes. In Rutherford Street we
admired the Silver Birches, whose white bark reflects heat
and whose tolerance to pollution makes them a common
sight in urban landscapes as well as providing food and
habitat to more than 300 insect species.
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Vincent Square, seen from the Cathedral tower – the trees have it!

By gardens near the Cardinal Hume Centre we heard the
tenth century text The Dream of the Rood and heard how,
other than God and human beings, trees are mentioned
more in the scriptures than any living thing. Crossing Victoria
Street, we reflected in a grassy area on what trees mean
to us. ‘Daily walks in the trees of Dulwich Wood got me
though Covid’ said one, and another: ‘This walk is a spiritual
journey, about making a connection with trees’, said
another. ‘They’re the lungs of the world,’ and ‘we must learn
to keep the mature trees, not just plant new ones’ seemed
to be common concerns about global deforestation and
the HS2 project in particular in Britain. One member of the
group lamented the disruption around Euston Station, with
several public gardens destroyed and trees axed. The quote
from J R R Tolkien on our flyer seemed apposite: ‘Every tree
has its enemy, few have an advocate. In all my works I take
the part of trees against all their enemies.’
Of course, London used to be covered in forest. This
is reflected in the fact that so many parts of the city are
named after trees and woods: there are the three Oaks
(Burnt, Gospel and Honor), Nine Elms, Royal Oak Station,
Wood Green, Forest Hill and Forest Gate. Our final stop
was therefore the green expanse of St James’s Park, 57 acres
where we could admire, amongst others, a Black Mulberry, a
Weeping Beech and a Caucasian Wingnut. There are around
1,250 individual trees altogether from around 35 species and
the two islands in the lake, with their secluded woodlands
and shrubberies, serve as nesting sites and refuges for birds.
As we watched the ducks and geese waddling between the
trees, the group expressed its thanks for an engaging and
revelatory experience.
A further walk has been organised for Sunday 5 September;
please contact justiceandpeace@rcdow.org.uk for further
information.
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FIFTY AND ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO

In retrospect:
from the Cathedral Chronicle
Varia

A Communist Achievement

We need not repeat what was said last year when, in the
August number, we published the detained Lenten Returns of
this Archdiocese. It is notorious that figures may be ‘cooked’
and, consequently, that very unsound conclusions may be
drawn from them. But we submit that the figures we publish
every year – certainly those in three out of the four columns
– are as accurate as any carefully registered figures can be,
because these figures represent certain ceremonies that have
to be recorded in official registers whenever performed by
the clergy. As such, then, they do furnish a sound basis upon
which the activity and material progress of Catholicism in
this country many be estimated.

Noel Barber SJ

Perhaps the following totals of the first three columns for the
last five years will be of interest:
1916

Baptisms
Marriages
Conversions

5,261
1,420
958

1917

Baptisms
Marriages
Conversions

5,983
2,105
1,547

1918

Baptisms
Marriages
Conversions

5,699
2,291
1,598

1919

Baptisms
Marriages
Conversions

5,992
2,703
1,718

1920

Baptisms
Marriages
Conversions

8,136
2,612
1,877

The increase in baptisms – considerably over two thousand
– will at once be remarked upon. The parish of Commercial
Road, as usual, carries off the palm in this important matter
and registers the high figure of 502, the neighbouring
East End parish of Limehouse coming second in the list,
but getting no nearer than 317. As for marriages, Farm
Street would doubtless always head the list, as it does for
conversions, were it registered for marriages. That not being
so, the Oratory might be expected to hold the lead; but
Commercial Road evidently means to maintain its high
(Catholic) birth-rate and accordingly heads the list also for
marriages. The increase in conversions, it will be seen, goes
on steadily. Perhaps the individual parishes that call for
special mention under this head are Kilburn, Harrow Road
and Our Lady of Victories, Kensington, where the number
of conversions shows a considerable advance over the
previous year.
from the September 1921 Westminster Cathedral Chronicle
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The Soviet achievement in education has been formidable.
The size of the country, its myriad of nationalities and its
babel of tongues would create severe problems, but Soviet
education began in the wake of the revolution and civil war
which themselves developed during the First World War.
The carnage of these times swept away the old intelligentsia,
destroying the established educational system. Then, between
the wars, the country was plagued by civil wars over
collectivisation and suffered from the very uneven success
of the many five-year plans. Despite all this, illiteracy has
almost been eradicated, there is a ten-year free compulsory
education, and a spectacular advance in science and
technology has placed the USSR ahead of most countries.
However, everything one sees and hears in Soviet schools
makes clear that education implies, primarily, the transmission
of the communist ideology. In pursuing this aim the Russian
school works in the knowledge that all organs of society are
working with it for the same purpose. Within the school all
subjects are used to attain this end. Parents are made fully
aware of their obligations and should child or parent prove
recalcitrant the parents’ committee is turned on the home. The
power of these committees appears to be quite remarkable.
Much of the presentation of this ideology has a curiously
‘religious’ flavour about it. In every school one sees the
statue of Lenin surrounded by flowers, in some there is a
Lenin room, a secular chapel, containing the portrait of
Lenin surrounded by episodes from his life. In this room one
observes a reverent silence. Indeed, within and without the
schools Lenin is presented as a ‘Christ figure’ who redeemed
the people from slavery, brought them to the threshold of a
new society and revealed in his life an ideal to be followed.
A very important factor in the education of the young is the
youth organisation. Most young children join the Pioneers and
in so doing commit themselves to the official ideology:
I, a young Pioneer of the soviet Union, in the presence
of my comrades solemnly promise to love my Soviet
motherland passionately and to live, learn and struggle
as the great Lenin bade us and as the Communist Party
teaches us.
The Pioneers serve the function in Soviet society that sodalities
and confraternities serve in Roman Catholic communities.
The adolescent becomes eligible to join the Komsomol, a
more select organisation with a membership of one in three
of those eligible. At this stage the young Russian learns the
art of ‘agitation’, i.e. of explaining and defending communist
doctrines – rather like Christian apologetics in reverse.
Fr Noel had recently returned from a 16-day visit to the Soviet
Union – Ed.
from the September 1971 Westminster Cathedral Journal
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THE ‘FIRST SINGER’

A Time to Remember

© National Gallery of Art, Washington, USA

Fr Andrew Gallagher
What is a Precentor? It is a question I remember asking when
I was first appointed Precentor of Westminster Cathedral in
2016, and one that I am sure my successor, Fr Mike Maguire,
is being asked a lot now. The title Precentor originates from
the monastic communities, meaning ‘first singer’, and the
role can be found in many large Church of England cathedrals
but in the Catholic cathedral world it is rather unique to
Westminster. In effect the main role of the Precentor is to
co-ordinate the liturgical life of the Cathedral, and in a place
famous for its excellence in liturgy I have found the past five
years an extraordinary experience in my priesthood.

the liturgical life with only the Chaplains present in the
Cathedral. I will never forget celebrating Mass in an empty
Cathedral, hoping that through the wonder of modern
technology I was being joined by many on the live-stream.
Then in June 2020 my role changed again, co-ordinating the
safe return of liturgies, with my mind dominated by riskassessments and the production of green ticks for seating.
Over a year later I am pleased that, as I depart, we have
finally been able to return the Cathedral to its pre-Covid
layout and can look forward to the Special Services and
other events returning.

Organising the day-to-day liturgies as well as assisting with
the planning of hundreds of special services has led to many
very special memories. I will never forget the organisation
involved in planning the funeral services of Cardinal Cormac
Murphy O’Connor in 2017, or of many other dear friends
and mentors, including the funerals of Canon Christopher
Tuckwell and Mgr Mark Langham over the past year.
Co-ordinating our Christmas and Holy Week Services
working alongside our fantastic team of servers, sacristans,
musicians, stewards and volunteers has been a real pleasure.
Working with our
Music Department
in creating some
truly memorable
Christmas
Celebrations, and
other concerts, such
as the Miserere
Lenten concert
which included
Macmillan’s
incredibly powerful
‘Seven Last
Words’ was a real
This has some similarity to Fr Andrew
organising the liturgy of the Chaplains
privilege to be
part of. Travelling
to Lourdes with our Choristers who sang at the 150th
Anniversary Mass and Processions in 2018 will be
something that I will always cherish. Being involved in
many joint ecumenical ventures with St Paul’s Cathedral
and Westminster Abbey has been an opportunity few priests
will experience. And I have had so many other countless
opportunities to see the Cathedral full and people sharing
the joy of their Catholic faith through word and song.

I will never forget my time here as Precentor from
2016-21 and give thanks to God for the wonderful people
I have worked with and the opportunities this role has offered
me. Westminster Cathedral will always have a place in my
heart and in my prayers. I ask, please, that you keep me in
your prayers as I begin my new role as parish priest of the
parishes of Rickmansworth, Mill End and Chorleywood,
and my adventure in the service of God continues.

So many memories, and yet, not surprisingly, one event
will dominate among them from my time at the Cathedral.
In March 2020 when the Covid-19 Pandemic hit, we had little
idea of what was about to take place. As Precentor my role
changed dramatically from co-ordinating services with
a big team of volunteers for hundreds of people, to leading
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