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Pope St Clement I wrote a Letter to the 
Corinthian Church in the first century 
AD, the oldest Patristic document to 
have survived.
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COMPANIONS

Join the Companions
... and help us to keep publishing  
Oremus free of charge
Although we earn income from the advertising which we carry, Oremus relies 
on donations from readers to cover its production costs.

The Companions of Oremus was established to recognise those who give 
generously to support us. Open exclusively to individuals, Companions’ names 
are published in the magazine each month (see page 7).  All members are 
invited to one or more social events during the year and Mass is offered for 
their intentions from time to time. 

If you would like to support us by joining the Companions, please write to 
Oremus, Cathedral Clergy House, 42 Francis Street, London SW1P 1QW 
or email oremuscomps@rcdow.org.uk with your contact details, including 
postcode. Members are asked to give a minimum of £100 annually. Please 
mention how you would like your name to appear in our membership list and 
if you are eligible to Gift Aid your donation. Postal subscriptions to Oremus 
may be purchased by completing and sending to the office the coupon printed 
in the magazine.  As the Cathedral Gift Shop is closed, its website has to be 
suspended and subscriptions cannot presently be entered by that means.

Thank you for your support.
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Moscow has only two churches dedicated to saints who 
were Bishops of Rome and Popes. That of the martyr  
St Clement I, with its magnificent domed interior, can be 
found at Pyatnitskaya Street 26. The Russian Orthodox 
keep his feast on 25 November, two days after his Catholic 
feast day. 
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It was a massive international 
solidarity march in 1999 along the 
streets of Geneva. Thousands of 
children and supporters from all 
over Europe and Asia were there to 
encourage and support the approval 
and signing by the world's nations of 
the document Worse Forms of Child 
Labour Convention 1999. I was there 
with other NGO representatives, 
giving voice to our deep concern for 
all children and especially the Filipino 
children that were enslaved in unjust, 
exploitative labour practices. They 
are still with us today, despite the 
passing of the convention that inspired 
new child protection laws in the 
Philippines and around the world.

Since 1974 the Preda Foundation 
has campaigned to end all child 
labour. For that work, we have 
received four nominations for the 
Nobel Peace Prize and other human 
rights awards. These have helped 
to highlight the importance of 
upholding the rights of the child not 
to be exploited, abused and turned 
into commodities and dehumanized 
labourers especially as sex 
workers. Twenty-two years after 
the Convention was passed, we are 
still rescuing teenage girls from sex 
brothels and motels, sex traffickers 
and child sex abusers. The victim-
survivors are broken and suffering 
as their dignity was taken from them. 
This is symbolized in Geneva by 
the huge 12 metres (39 feet) high 
sculpture of the Broken Chair in 
front of the Palace of Nations. It is a 
sculpture in wood (5.5 tons of it) by 
the Swiss artist Daniel Berset, made 
by the carpenter Louis Genève. It is 
an ordinary chair with one leg broken 
that reminded us, as we marched 
under its shadow of the dark cloud 
of pain, of the broken lives of victims 
of violence. A reminder of our duty 
always to stand for and take action to 
prevent, rescue and heal the victims-
survivors of exploitation and abuse.

There is a dark cloud of 
deprivation, a loss of the dignity and 
self-confidence so necessary for the 
development of a child that is taken 
away when he or she is maltreated 
and abused. The Philippine 
nationwide survey of 2011 revealed 
that there were 2.1 million children 
aged five to 17 years of age in labour. 
This has surely increased today, with 
the economic decline during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The survey 
showed that 95 percent of them were 
in hazardous work and 65 percent 
of them were aged 15 to 17 years 
old. Fifty-eight percent were working 
on farms, the rest divided among 
working in mines, on the streets, in 
sex work or as domestic labourers.

Every year Preda Foundation helps 
dozens of abused children. In one 
of several operations four children 
aged 14 to 17 were rescued from 
sex hotels in Olongapo City. One 
of them, call her Julie, is only 15 
years old. She had been groomed 
by traffickers after she suffering 
rejection by her mother and brother. 
She ran away from home and went 
to stay with the traffickers, who took 
her to meet both local and foreign 
sex tourists and collected most of 
the money. Having been taken with 
several other girls to a sex hotel, 
there was a police raid and Julie 
and the others girls were brought to 
the Preda Home for trafficked girl 
victims. Having never been treated 
with respect previously, their rights 
were now explained to them so that, 
for the first time in their lives, they 
were free of the abusive control of 
exploiting adults, having never had 
such freedom of choice before.

Julie and the others, with the 
guidance of therapists, counsellors 
and social workers accepted the 
opportunity to study, learn and have 
Emotional Release Therapy. In a 
padded therapy room they cried and 
shouted out all the hurt, pains and 

anger of their lives since childhood. 
After months of therapy and a 
happy life in the community where 
they felt fully accepted, respected 
and part of a family of 20 children 
like themselves, they became 
self-confident and empowered, 
overcoming fear both of their cruel 
parents and pimps, and testifying 
against them in court, leading to 
convictions. Today they are stronger 
and learning a new livelihood so 
that they can support themselves 
in a small business helped by the 
Foundation. These are just a few of 
the 100,000 or so children trafficked 
into the sex business every year, 
according to UNICEF – a shocking 
number of child labourers in the 
worst form of hazardous exploitation 
of children.

Working together with good 
people who are determined to end 
this child labour and with committed 
government officials who will 
implement the law, there can be hope 
greatly to reduce the extent of child 
labour and exploitation. 

Link: www.preda.org

4 Oremus NOVEMBER 2021

CHILD LABOUR

Childhood is for Children

Fr Shay Cullen

Fr Shay Cullen



Dear Parishioners, Friends and Readers 
of Oremus

As the pages started to fill for this 
month’s edition, it began to look 
as if most of them would be stories 
related very closely to the Cathedral, 
with fewer general feature pieces. 
However, I hope that you will still 
find a range of stories of interest.  

I know that readers have been pleased to read articles by 
the children of SVP School which show their particular 
view of the Cathedral and of our faith, but this month 
it is the Governing Body of the School which writes. 
Brexit, Covid-19 and the changing demographics of 
Central London, including the City of Westminster, mean 
that small schools are under severe financial pressure as 
families can no longer afford to live here. The proposal 
for amalgamating Westminster Cathedral School in 
Pimlico with SVP School underlines the extent to which 
we are deeply involved with the wider social movements 
that are being experienced by the local community.

Bearing in mind the make-up and mix of the Cathedral 
congregation, I have included a piece about the work of 
tackling child labour and exploitation in the Philippines. 
Our Filipino worshippers are much-valued members 
of the community here and the Chaplains are regularly 
asked for blessings after Mass by those who are travelling 
home to see family. May the prayers of the Church here in 
Westminster go with them.

Aid to the Church in Need comes to light up the 
Cathedral this month for Red Wednesday, and I offered 
the charity a couple of pages so that we could learn more 
about some of its current concerns. As it happens, their 
latest report is on the exploitation of Christian women in  
a number of countries, a reminder that the freedoms which 
we enjoy are not available to many others of the faithful. 
The courage and steadfastness of faith which many display 
in face of sustained adversity is a true gift to the Church.

Getting down to brass tacks, Linda McHugh and the 
Finance Committee of the Cathedral lay bare our situation 
and we shall be continuing this theme by monthly 
Newsletter reports on how we are doing. On the Notices 
page you will see that the locations and meeting times for 
a number of Cathedral groups are listed again. This work 
of opening up is not yet complete and Covid-19 may still 
have some tricks up its sleeve, but at least we can begin  
to rebuild our lives of faith through these varied activities.

With my best wishes 
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Fr Sławomir Witoń    , Administrator
Fr Brian O’Mahony, Sub-Administrator
Fr Michael Donaghy
Fr Hugh MacKenzie
Fr Mike Maguire, Precentor
Fr Vincent Mbu’i SVD
Fr John Scott, Registrar

Also in residence
Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady
of Victories

Music Department
Simon Johnson, Master of Music 
Peter Stevens Obl. OSB, Assistant Master of Music
Marko Sever, Organ Scholar

Cathedral Manager
Peter McNulty

Estates Manager
Neil Fairbairn

Finance Manager
Agnes Dabrowska

Chapel of Ease
Sacred Heart Church
Horseferry Road SW1P 2EF

NOVEMBER 2021 Oremus

Fr John writes



6 Oremus NOVEMBER 2021

A REVELATION

What’s under the 
Emulsion?

Conservators working at Shrewsbury Cathedral have 
discovered elaborate wall paintings from the 19th century 
still intact decades after they were hidden by two coats of 
modern cream paint. Decorative colourful depictions of 
biblical scenes and the saints, painted on the walls around 
the altar and sanctuary of the Cathedral, were feared 
lost when they were covered up with cream emulsion 
during alterations from the 1950s. But investigative work 
undertaken by McNeilage Conservation has concluded that 
not only have the images survived, but they also probably 
remain in a sufficiently good condition to be recovered and 
conserved as funds and resources allow. The paintings were 
by Joseph Aloysius Pippet, a Catholic designer employed 
by John Hardman and Co. who worked in the chapels and 
chancel of the Cathedral from 1885. Photographic records 
show his completed work. 

The Diocese of Shrewsbury has now commissioned further 
exploration into the possible costs of fully recovering the 
original beauty and splendour of many of the paintings in 
and around the sanctuary. The exploratory work uncovered 
three sections of a painting on the upper north wall of the 
sanctuary showing the Archangel Gabriel visiting the Blessed 
Virgin Mary at the Annunciation, decorated also with images 
of a dove, a lily, star motifs, symbols for Mary and Latin 
inscriptions on scrolls. Conservators found they were able 
to separate later layers of paint without causing any damage 
to the original artwork, and were able to expose a section of 
Mary's robe as well as two other parts of the painting. On the 
south wall of the cathedral a fleur de lys and crown painted in 
bold hues of red and green have also been exposed during the 
exploratory work. The largest single painting, however, is high 
on the sanctuary arch and shows Christ seated in glory in the 
presence of the Virgin and St Joseph. Conservators have yet to 
reveal any section of the image.

The investigations into the paintings came as part of 
project to restore the Cathedral to the original glory envisaged 
by its architect, Augustus Welby Pugin, and its patron, John 
Talbot, the Earl of Shrewsbury. Sophie Andreae, the Vice 
Chair of the Patrimony Committee of the Catholic Bishops' 
Conference of England and Wales, said: ‘The discovery of 
the elaborate and colourful wall paintings surviving in such 
good condition under layers of modern cream paint is very 
exciting. The careful current restoration project which will 
see the unsympathetic alterations carried out in the 1970s 
and 1980s reversed. So many of our fine Victorian churches 
were damaged during the changes that came in with Vatican 
II. Sadly, this was just the moment when appreciation of 
Victorian architecture in this country was at its nadir and as a 
result much wonderful Victorian craftsmanship in our historic 

churches was lost. A growing appreciation of historic Catholic 
church buildings, and in particular their interiors, in recent 
years is leading to a re-evaluation of what was done back 
then and a welcome desire to restore beauty and colour to 
our buildings based on sound historical research and careful 
exploratory investigations by conservators. This is exemplified 
by the recent work at Shrewsbury’. 

James Crowley, Secretary of the Wales and Herefordshire 
Historic Churches Committee, commented: “These decorative 
schemes provided rich adornment to interiors but many were 
painted out as they were damaged or became dulled by 
decades of dust and candle smoke; they were far removed 
from the modern plain decoration in subtle shades that is 
today commonplace in most Catholic churches of this period. 
Such schemes served not only decorative purposes but often 
had a catechetical function and the Cathedral scheme is no 
different. Archival research prior to these recent investigations 
had already established that as well as various stencilled 
patterns throughout the sanctuary there were figures of angels 
and a depiction of the Annunciation, part of which has 
now been uncovered. I am hopeful that further work by the 
conservators will establish that extensive sections or even the 
whole scheme might be recovered, increasing the aesthetic 
quality of the interior and serving as an aid to the practice of 
our faith’. 

Today the Cathedral is home to a thriving parish 
community as well as serving the diocese as the mother 
church. One of its greatest treasures is the stained glass. 
Seven of the windows are masterpieces in the Arts and Crafts 
tradition by Margaret Rope, an artist born in Shrewsbury in 
1882 who later became a Carmelite nun, but who continued 
to design and paint glass for many commissions both in the 
UK and abroad. Visitors travel great distances to see her work 
in Shrewsbury. 

Diocese of Shrewsbury
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Your Life in their Hands

A group of 1,700 doctors and nurses have voiced their strong 
opposition to legalising assisted suicide and say they will 
refuse to kill their patients even if the law is changed. Their 
intervention came ahead of the second record reading of the 
private members bill in the House of Lords that would allow 
doctors to provide lethal drugs to terminally ill people.

In the letter to Secretary of State Sajid Javid, the doctors 
say: ‘As healthcare professionals, we have a legal duty of 
care for the safety and wellbeing of our patients. We write 
with great concern regarding the introduction of a Bill 
to legalise assisted suicide. The shift from preserving life 
to taking life is enormous and should not be minimised; 
the prohibition of killing is present in almost all civilised 
societies due to the immeasurable worth of every human 
life’. Dr Gillian Wright, a former palliative medicine 
registrar who now works in medical ethics, commented: 
‘Regrettably the public is being misled about the significant 
problems associated with Oregon's assisted suicide 
legislation and its operation. For example, in 2020, over 
half of those ending their lives cited the fear of being a 
burden on their families as a reason and a further 7.4 per cent 
cited financial worries’.

The letter continues: ‘Far from one person's decision 
affecting no one else, it affects us all. Some patients may 
never consider assisted suicide unless it is suggested 
to them. The cruel irony of this path is that legislation 
introduced with the good intention of enhancing patient 
choice will diminish the choices of the most vulnerable. 
More than 1 in 60 deaths in Belgium occurred with no 
consent from the patient - those in coma, confused, or the 
elderly are euthanised because their lives are considered 
not “worth living”. We would not take patients' lives - even 
if they asked us to - but for the sake of us all, and for future 
generations, we ask that the law remains unchanged.’

Dr David Randall, a medical registrar from London 
stated: ‘This letter emphasises just how much opposition 
there is within medicine to this legalisation. The current law 
protects the vulnerable and allows us to offer the kind of 
compassionate, individualised care to which we aspire. A 
change in the law would distort conversations and priorities 
around end-of-life care, and threaten the world-leading 
hospices and palliative care services that we enjoy in this 
country. We call on politicians not to send vulnerable patients 
the message that society no longer values their lives’.
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Looking through the Oremus archive for past pieces that 
I had written, I came across one published in early 2018. 
In it I was reflecting on what would happen if we could 
not address the Cathedral’s financial problems, and I 
asked: ‘Will we be happy if there are fewer Masses? If the 
Cathedral is closed for long periods?’ At the time, that 
might have seemed a purely rhetorical question but, on  
19 March last year, the Cathedral did close. 

How hard it was: week after week seeing the doors 
of the Cathedral locked shut sometimes with people 
kneeling and praying outside, not knowing when – or if – 
we would be able to get inside again for the Sacraments 
or for prayer. Hardest of all, perhaps, was losing friends 
and fellow parishioners, notably Canon Tuckwell, and not 
being allowed to attend their funerals.

Then, by God’s grace, several months later we did 
open again. Comparatively few people were allowed 
in at first and the Cathedral was festooned with Covid 
paraphernalia such as tick symbols, red and white barrier 
tape and signs in discordant colours exhorting us to ‘Pray 
Safe’. It may be a receding memory now, but there is one 
thing that we should not forget: while – with the Cathedral 
leading the way – Catholic churches reopened their doors 
as soon as they were allowed to, other places of worship, 
including Christian churches of other denominations 
remained shut, some of them for many months afterwards. 
Keeping the Cathedral open came at a significant cost, 
notably to the Chaplains who had to cope with the 
exigencies of Covid regulations, the heightened concerns 
of the faithful and an already significant workload at a 
time when many of the lay staff who normally support 
them were furloughed. As you will know, one of our 
priests contracted the virus, but fortunately made a full 
recovery, and on two occasions all of the Chaplains were 
required to self-isolate.

Inevitably, the effect of the pandemic on the 
Cathedral’s already straitened financial resources has 
been little short of catastrophic. All of the cash offertory 
and most of the income from votives disappeared when 
there were no public Masses. Equally, there has been no 
income from the Cathedral Gift Shop or from the Tower 
for over 18 months. Yet although the Cathedral’s income 
dried up, much of its expenditure remained the same. The 
Government’s furlough scheme contributed towards staff 
costs, but the overheads associated with maintaining the 
Cathedral and Clergy House continued.

The end result is that our financial situation is very 
worrying. As you can see from the table below, it costs 
nearly £41,000 per week on average to run the Cathedral 
or nearly £6,000 a day. Our average current income from 
all sources totals just under £28,000 or £4,000 a day, 
which means that we would need to increase it by £2,000 
per day just to break even.

A Time for Gratitude, Commitment and Hope

Linda McHugh,  
Chair, Cathedral Finance Committee

COUNTING THE COST

Westminster Cathedral Weekly Financial Report 
– September 2021 (£000s)

  Average 
per week

Total Offertory 12,692

Other donations 8,867

Liturgical (e.g. Votive candles, Mass 
Intentions) 2,526

Commercial (e.g. rental income)  3,563

Total average weekly income 27,648

Chaplains cost 2,867

Liturgical,  
inc. purchase of votive candles   2,562

Music department   8,641

Cleaning 3,003

Security 5,471

Maintenance & Utilities 12,401

Other overheads (e.g. salaries)  5,947

Total budgeted weekly  
expenditure  40,892

WEEKLY OPERATIONAL LOSS   13,244
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COUNTING THE COST
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On a more encouraging note, the numbers coming 
to the Cathedral each week are rising, a trend that is 
likely to continue, especially with the reinstatement of 
the obligation for Catholics to attend Mass on Sunday 
which is scheduled for the beginning of Advent. It is 
also heartening to observe how much it means to people 
to be mixing once again with other members of their 
Cathedral family – this was very noticeable at the recent 
Cathedral Volunteers’ party.

We recognise that many people have supported the 
Cathedral generously throughout the pandemic and we 
are extremely grateful for that, but the fact remains that 
much more support is still needed. The fifth precept 
of the Church, as set out in the Catechism, makes it 
clear that meeting the costs of the Church is part of our 
duty as Catholics. The precept states that: ‘You shall 
help to provide for the needs of the Church’ and the 
Catechism notes that this means ‘that the faithful are 
obliged to assist with the material needs of the Church, 
each according to his own ability’. Once again, we are 
appealing to you all to reflect prayerfully on whether you 
could increase the amount that you donate. For some, 
on a very restricted income, this will not be possible but 
anybody in employment or in receipt of a workplace 
retirement pension or any kind of investment income 
may well be in a position to help. 

Asked what people should contribute to the Offertory 
each week, Cardinal Hume replied that people in 
employment should think of giving the first hour of their 
pay each week to God. The London Living Wage is now 
well over £10 per hour and a £35,000 annual salary 
equates to about £17 per hour. If you are in employment, 
we urge you to follow Cardinal Hume’s advice.

During the time when there were no Masses and no 
Offertory collections, we were more grateful than ever 
to those loyal supporters who make a monthly donation 
by Standing Order. This is the most efficient way for you 
to support the Cathedral and its work. An alternative, 
especially for those whose income fluctuates from week 
to week, is the Envelope Scheme. Many people, in fact, 
use both – giving the bulk of their donation by Standing 
order, but topping it up with Envelope donations when they 
attend additional Masses or their circumstances allow.

Now is surely the time to give thanks to God for 
bringing us through the last 18 months and to express 
our gratitude and commitment to those who have 

made sure that the Cathedral has been there for us, and an 
important way of doing that is by increasing the financial 
support that we give to the Cathedral. As was pointed out by 
Fr Witoń     in a recent Newsletter, if everybody who attended 
Mass on Sunday increased their Offertory contribution by 
£5 per week, we would not have a deficit at all. To play our 
part in making it happen, we are asking the members of our 
Cathedral community to consider if you can:

1.  increase the amount that you give to the Cathedral; 

2.  set up a Standing Order, if you can; 

3.    sign up for Gift Aid, if you are eligible to do so. 
Whether you are giving via Standing Order or the 
Envelope Scheme, if you pay tax on earned or 
unearned income all you have to do is to tick a box 
saying that you want to use Gift Aid and give the 
Cathedral your address. It costs you nothing and the 
value of your donation to the Cathedral is increased  
by 25%. 

The Cathedral is a great joy and a blessing in our lives, 
but it is also our responsibility. If everyone accepts his 
or her share of that responsibility and acknowledges that 
supporting the Cathedral financially is both a duty and a 
privilege, then we can move forward together into what 
we hope will be a happier and more secure future.

              

A Time for Gratitude, Commitment and Hope

When setting up a Standing Order to the Cathedral, 
please use the following details:

Bank Name: HSBC Bank Plc.

Account Name:  
Westminster Cathedral Administration Account

Sort Code: 40-05-20

Account Number: 01309056

Please help us to identify your gift by including a 
reference with PG for Planned Giving, and your 
surname in the following format: PGLASTNAME i.e. 
PGBROWN

Further information: Agnes Dabrowska, Cathedral 
Finance Manager, Clergy House

42 Francis Street, London SW1P 1QW 

Email: agnesdabrowska@rcdow.org.uk  
Tel: 020 7798 9055
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#REDWEDNESDAY 

Oremus NOVEMBER 2021

The Cathedral is taking centre stage for events on 24 
November marking #RedWednesday – the day of prayer 
and action for persecuted Christians and others oppressed 
for their faith. Since #RedWednesday began in 2016, 
Westminster Cathedral has played a critical role in bringing 
people together in acts of prayerful solidarity with persecuted 
Christians. Against a backdrop of the iconic Cathedral façade 
floodlit red, people have come out in all weathers in the 
November cold to be a beacon of hope for all those who 
suffer because of their belief in Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

According to the latest research 
from the US-based Pew Research 
Center covering the year 2019, 
Christians were harassed in more 
countries than any other faith group 
– 153 in total, the highest figure on 
record. The need to shine a light on 
the plight of our brothers and sisters 
in Christ is more urgent than ever this 
year. COVID restrictions permitting, 
a trio of events will be taking place at 
the Cathedral and Aid to the Church 
in Need (ACN), the Catholic charity 
behind #RedWednesday, invites you 
to attend: 

•  5pm: An atmospheric gathering on the piazza with 
music and candles set against the dramatic backdrop of 
the illuminated façade.

•  5.30pm: Sung Mass in the Cathedral 

•  7pm: ACN #RedWednesday event in Cathedral Hall. 
With special guest speakers and video testimonies. 
Refreshments provided. Charity Christmas cards on sale. 
Free entry. 

Stop sexual violence against Christian women 

The theme for this year is the abduction, forced conversion 
and sexual violence suffered by Christian women and girls. 
On the day ACN will be releasing a special report investigating 
the scale of such atrocities. In a number of countries it is 
bad enough being a woman; it is far worse being a Christian 
woman. The report is titled Hear Her Cries – The kidnapping, 
forced conversion and sexual victimisation of Christian women 
and girls. You can pre-order Hear Her Cries by visiting www.
acnuk.org/redwednesday. it documents how in places such 
as Egypt, Mozambique, Nigeria and Pakistan, the number 
of Christian girls and women suffering forced conversion 
and sexual violence is likely to be far worse than research 
hitherto has revealed. Victims’ families are reluctant to 
come forward to report abductions for fear of social shame, 
and there is also anxiety about potential retribution from 
kidnappers and their associates.

But what we do know is bad enough. In Pakistan for 
example, the Movement for Solidarity and Peace has 
calculated that every year up to 1,000 young Christian and 
Hindu girls aged between 12 and 25 are abducted by Muslim 
men. State law in Pakistan forbids marriage to a girl under the 
age of 16. And yet so many Christian children continue to be 
forced into marriage – some as young as 12 – amid claims that 
Islamic Shari‘a law trumps secular legislation. Church leaders 
in Pakistan reacted with dismay last month (October) when 
the government’s Ministry of Religious Affairs rejected a draft 
bill aimed at protecting minority girls from sexual exploitation 
under the guise of religious conversion. 

Meanwhile in Nigeria, the kidnapping of 276 schoolgirls in 
Chibok hit the headlines. Then US First Lady Michelle Obama 
championed their cause. Six years on, over one-third of the 
girls remained unaccounted for. Across parts of the country, 
there is widespread kidnapping of Christian girls and young 
women. So many are forcibly married to Islamist fighters and 
communities live in fear – they wonder who will be targeted 
next. In Syria and Iraq, only now are the facts emerging about 
what happened to Christian and other minority faith women 
forcibly kidnapped and married off to Daesh (ISIS) fighters – 
many never to be seen again. 

As well as providing analysis on forced conversion and 
sexual violence both at a country and global level, the report 
Hear Her Cries also profiles specific cases which demonstrate 
the scale of suffering endured by innocent individuals.

NIGERIA – REBECCA

Near Maiduguri, in north-east Nigeria, militant extremists 
seized Rebecca, a heavily pregnant Christian woman, her baby 
Jonathan and three-year-old Zachariah. Carrying the one and 
leading the other by the hand, Rebecca and her family were 
forced to walk for days on end to reach the militants’ camp. 

 John Pontifex, Head of Press, Aid to the Church in Need (UK)

The Cathedral floodlit, to bring persecution to light

The report Hear her cries
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Inevitably, she miscarried. At one point, she had to wade 
through Lake Chad up to her neck in water. She was sold to a 
Boko Haram fighter and was forced to marry him – but refused 
to sleep with him. She was beaten ruthlessly – flogged with 
nearly 100 strokes every day and was then made to dig a hole 
for three days until she hit water. They then interred her in a pit 
for four days. When she came out she was so weak that a Boko 
Haram man was able to force himself upon her and she fell 
pregnant. Despairing, she decided she would take an overdose 
of paracetamol and kill herself. But a pastor’s wife convinced 
her not to kill herself for the sake of her unborn child. That 
wife had already given birth to two children from Boko 
Haram fighters. Rebecca eventually escaped when the wife 
of a senior fighter gave her permission to visit her cousin 
in a neighbouring village, also under Boko Haram control. 
Instead, she and her children made a bid for freedom 
through the jungle, walking for more than three weeks. 
Today, Rebecca is being helped by the Church through a 
project supported by ACN. 

IRAQ – RITA HABIB

Living in Qaraqosh, the largest Christian town in northern 
Iraq’s Nineveh Plains, Rita Habib was abducted when Daesh 
(ISIS) Islamist militants invaded and seized the district. She 
was forced into sexual slavery and in the months that followed 
was moved to Syria. Rita later described the ordeal that she 
suffered: ‘I was bought and sold four times. They did evil things 
to us. They beat us and raped us. The worst of all was girls aged 
nine who were raped’. She was rescued by people posing as 
jihadists at a slave auction. At last she was able to return to 
her father. She says: ‘I am very happy that after three years I 
reunited with my father. It is a joyous moment because he is 
the only family I have left’. Under Daesh, it was commonplace 
for Christian and other minority women to suffer abduction, 
forced marriage and conversion, as well as sexual violence. 

Several years after the military defeat of the caliphate, many 
of the women are still missing and, unlike Rita, those who have 
come back find it too difficult to speak about their ordeal. 

PAKISTAN – MAIRA SHAHBAZ

In April 2020, in the 
middle of lockdown in 
Pakistan, reports came 
in to ACN that 14-year-
old Christian girl Maira 
Shahbaz was abducted 
at gunpoint. It emerged 
that she had been forcibly 
converted and married to 
her kidnapper. She later told 
us about what happened 
during those terrible 
days: ‘I was blackmailed, 
tortured and badly abused. 
I was threatened and held 
hostage in one room’. 
When her heartbroken 
mother, Nighat, went to Maira Shahbaz
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Please join us in making this vital call. Your voice 
matters. 

•  To sign the petition visit www.acnuk.org/
redwednesday.  

•  To pre-order your copy of the report Hear Her 
Cries: The kidnapping, forced conversion and 
sexual victimisation of Christian women and 
girls, visit www.acnuk.org/redwednesday.

the police, desperate to get her back, Lahore High Court, 
in a shock development, ruled in the abductor’s favour and 
she was sent back to live with him. Two weeks later, Maira 
escaped, but when reports came through that her abductor 
was trying to track her down and kill her on a charge of 
apostasy, the young girl and her family had to go into hiding. 
For last year’s #RedWednesday, Maira released a message 
saying: ‘We are extremely scared and concerned about our 
security’. For more than a year now, she has been shut away 
in one room, unable to go out. ACN has therefore presented 
a petition to the UK Government containing 12,500 
signatures, calling on the Prime Minister to grant her asylum. 
In the months that have passed, two meetings have been 
held with the Home Secretary and the struggle for Maira’s 
asylum continues while her lawyers battle to overturn her 
abductor’s claims that she remains married to him. Through 
almost daily contact with the family, they have appealed to 
the charity, describing their anxiety: ‘Please get us out of this 
prison. We believe in you and God that you will get us out of 
here as soon as possible’.

In telling the stories of those Christian women and girls 
willing and able to share their experiences, ACN seeks to 
shine a light on this little-known aspect of persecution. 

At the event at 7pm in Cathedral Hall, there will 
be testimonies from survivors and a talk given 
by Professor Michele Clark, former professor in 
the International Affairs department at George 
Washington University, USA. Professor Clark has 
conducted world-leading research into the abduction, 
forced conversion and sexual violence of Coptic 
Christian women and girls in Egypt. 

ACN #RedWednesday 2021 Petition:
At a time of growing concern about the plight of 

Christian women and girls suffering forced conversion 
and sexual violence, ACN is calling for change. Thursday 
25 November – the day after #RedWednesday – is the 
United Nations’ International Day for the Elimination 
of Violence against Women. In statements setting out 
the aims and objectives of the day, the UN makes no 
mention of violence against Christian women and those 
of other religious minorities. We therefore invite you to 
sign our petition: ‘We call on the UK Government and 
the United Nations to take effective steps to address the 
double jeopardy faced by women and girls from religious 
minorities who in many countries suffer sexual violence 
and persecution.’ 
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AT THE RED MASS

Every Mass begins with an admission of failure. Though 
personal fault is of course the focus of our confession of sin, 
I have in mind also the awareness that the administration of 
the law is inevitably imperfect and limited. Here we stand 
before the One who alone knows all hearts, is the whole 
truth, and is the source of true justice. Here we renew a 
resolve to couple our sense of inadequacy with a renewed 
sense of service with integrity.

Tensions in our society and culture are being laid 
bare with, it seems, increasing bluntness. Free, reasoned 
discussion is difficult to sustain, due in part to the ways in 
which views, convictions, resentments, are expressed, and 
in part to an increasing practice of listening only to those 
with whom we agree. The echo-chambers of social media 
can contribute to the corrosion of intelligent discourse and 
respectful dialogue. This undermining of the deeper bonds 
of society is often expressed in the language of individual 
rights. There is, of course, a proper desire for the exploration 
of such rights, a recovery of those that have been lost, or 
an establishment of those that have never been recognised. 
And this often becomes the work of our courts of law. Often 
you are faced with the fierce passion of resentment, recently 
described to me as ‘the great accelerator of strife and 
mayhem’.

At this moment, what can be the contribution of faith? In 
essence, this contribution lies in the insistent proclamation 
of the transcendent dimension of the human person, the 
truth that every person is made in the image and likeness of 
God, comes from God and is destined for God. This truth 
of humanity is the source of our strong and unrelenting 
affirmation of the innate dignity of every human being. This 
is the witness of our faith: that every person is endowed with 
a dignity which rises from the Creator, and that without that 
horizon the dignity, and the duties associated with it, may 

easily be lost. Without that horizon, the esteem attributed 
to people will depend not on that first and fundamental 
criterion, but on their perceived usefulness, or on their 
access to a claim of rights. It seems to me that the arena in 
which the administration of the law mainly takes place is 
that of human rights, and not of human dignity. Of course, 
dignity and rights are deeply connected, philosophically. But 
the law deals with codified rights rather than innate human 
dignity. Here lies the tension with which you live and which 
we bring before the Lord in this Mass. 

Permit me one example. The recent case of Heidi 
Crowter. She argued that the provisions of the current 
abortion law are an offence against her in as much as that 
law allows for abortion up to full term if there are substantial 
risks that, if the child were born, ‘it would be seriously 
handicapped’. Heidi is a person with Down’s Syndrome. The 
judgement of the High Court found that the current Abortion 
Act was not unlawful as it aimed to strike a balance between 
the rights of the unborn and the rights of the women. I fully 
understand Heidi’s cry: ‘The judges might not think [the 
law] discriminates against me, the government might not 
think it discriminates against me, but I am telling you I feel 
discriminated against.’ Her cry is rooted in her instinct for 
the innate dignity that is hers as a human being, made in the 
image and likeness of God. This is a line of argument that is 
not easy to include in a judgement over conflicting rights, 
which has no wider or prior frame of reference.

In the Gospel reading of this Mass, Jesus thanks his 
Father for the message that has been ‘entrusted’ to him, a 
message ‘hidden from the wise and clever’ and ‘revealed to 
mere children.’ This message, in turn, is entrusted to us, his 
disciples. It points to the status of every person in the eyes 
of God, the love in which they are held, the forgiveness 
which is offered to them in repentance, at the cost of the 
death of Jesus, the Eternal Word of truth in our flesh and 
blood. Entrusted with the truth, we struggle to embody it in 
our words and actions, within the ambiguities of our human 
fragility and the limitations of our human constructs.

The words of Isaiah remind us that, from the beginning, 
the Spirit of the Lord is given so that those chosen for this gift 
might be the instruments through which the ordering of life, 
in all its justice, as intended by God, might be established. 
Our faith tells us that this radical order of creation is fulfilled 
as yet only in Christ Jesus while its promise is our lodestar 
and inspiration. So we rightly implore the Holy Spirit to 
guide and shape our best efforts that through the great 
blessing of our faith, we, in our turn, may be instruments of 
that justice and witnesses to its integrity.

Rights and the Law
Cardinal Vincent celebrated and preached at the annual Red Mass
which marks the beginning of the Legal Year
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It was to the great delight of David’s family and friends that, 
after over 40 years as Organist and Choir Master at the Church 
of Our Most Holy Redeemer and St Thomas More in Chelsea, 
he received the papal Benemerenti award for his services 
to church music. David was a former head chorister in the 
Cathedral Choir School, and later Assistant Master of Music 
(1972-1976) and Acting Master of Music (1975-1976). The 
Bevans are an extraordinarily talented musical family and a 
number of them sang in the choir at Our Most Holy Redeemer 
during his tenure. To name but two of them, Sophie and Mary 
Bevan are amongst the most sought-after singers of our time; 
the Cathedral has been privileged to welcome them both to 
sing in concerts with the Choir over the last few years. Illness 
made it impossible for David to return to his old parish and 
so, as the former parish priest of Our Most Holy Redeemer, I 
travelled to St Birinus Church in Dorchester to present the award. 

Peter Stevens, Assistant Master of the Music, notes:

David’s name can still be found regularly on the 
Cathedral’s Music Lists, as his wonderful fauxbourdon 
settings of the Magnificat remain a staple of the Choir’s 
repertoire at Solemn Vespers. 

David Bevan Honoured for Services to Music
The Provost Emeritus, Canon Brockie, writes:

In the September and October editions of Oremus, 
extracts from Fr Ivano’s book described the work and 
prayer of St Charles Borromeo during the time of plague 
in Milan and we are asked to draw your attention to 
the book again. It can be found at www.ctsbooks.org 
and ordered either on 020 7640 0042 or by email to 
orders@ctsbooks.org 
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Cardinal Herbert Vaughan had originally 
envisaged Westminster Cathedral being 
served by a monastic community, but 
decided to set up a College of Chaplains, 
drawn from the ranks of the diocesan 
priesthood, and this College was 
established in 1903. He wrote of the 
chaplains that their chief motivation 
should be a desire to serve God as 
apostles, through a life of prayer and 
public liturgy. Throughout its life, the 
centre of the College’s being has been 
the daily celebration of the Mass and the 
Prayer of the Church, and it remains so 
to this day. The Chaplains begin each day 
with Morning Prayer together and go on 
to celebrate one of the Cathedral Masses.

Originally the chaplains lived 
together with the Archbishop in 
one house, but as the vision for 
the Cathedral developed, Clergy 
House and Archbishop’s House were 
created. In the early days there were 
twenty or more chaplains at the 
Cathedral; our ranks have now been 
thinned, but we maintain a degree of 
common life by sharing meals and 
recreation as well as the liturgical 
duties. The Administrator oversees the 
whole life of the Cathedral on behalf 
of the Archbishop and his duties 
run from liturgy to maintenance, 
from staffing to finance, and from 
catechesis to parish visiting. 

The Sub-Administrator looks 
after the domestic arrangements 
of Clergy House, the duty rotas 
by which the daily life of the 
chaplains is governed, and the day-
to-day running of the Cathedral. 
The Precentor has responsibility 
for the Cathedral’s liturgy, co-
ordinating special services, liaison 
with the Music Department, and 
the management of the Cathedral 
diary. The Registrar maintains all the 
Cathedral records and documents.

Each of the chaplains has a 
specific pastoral responsibility, 
either in the Cathedral parish or in 
a wider context, and these include 
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the normal sacramental programmes, 
the visiting of the sick, the 
chaplaincies at the Choir School and 
St Vincent de Paul Primary School 
and much else. A significant ministry 
of the Cathedral is the provision of 
confessors for the daily celebration 
of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
a very privileged and worthwhile 
responsibility.

The life of a Cathedral Chaplain 
is a very rich and diverse one, often 
quite exhausting, but never dull, 
and we are all very conscious of 
the great privilege entrusted to us of 
serving God and his people in this 
great Cathedral.

Westminster Cathedral College of Chaplains

Left to right:

Fr Hugh MacKenzie  
Guild of the Blessed Sacrament, 
Further Studies, Chaplain to the 
Hospital of St John and St Elizabeth

Fr Mike Maguire  
Precentor, Prefect of the Sacristy, 
Confirmation Course, Guild of  
St John Southworth, Assistant 
Vocations Promoter

Fr John Scott  
Registrar, Cathedral 
Communications, Editor of 
Oremus magazine, Sacred Heart 
Church, Westminster School 
Confirmation Course, Catholic 
Grandparents’ Association, SVP 
School Governors, Editor of the 
Westminster Year Book

Fr Slawomir Witoń   
Administrator, Chairman of the 
Friends, WCCS School Governors, 
Chair of the Safeguarding Committee, 
Editor of the Newsletter

Fr Brian O’Mahony  
Sub-Administrator, Rector of the 
College of Chaplains, Chaplain to 
WCCS School, Guild of  
St Anthony, Marriage Preparation, 
Lecturer at Allen Hall Seminary

Fr Vincent Mbu’i SVD  
Chaplain to SVP School, Children’s 
Liturgy, First Holy Communion 
Course, RCIA Course

Fr Michael Donaghy  
Masses in Residential Homes, 
Baptism Preparation, Legion of Mary, 
Cathedral Oblates, Filipino Club, 
Interfaith Representative
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CATHEDRAL HISTORY

When marble is mentioned many 
people will think of the structures of 
ancient Rome. Others may remember 
the buildings and sculptures of the 
Renaissance, London’s Marble Arch 
or churchyard monuments. Most of 
these originated in the Carrara region 
of Italy, the world’s largest producer of 
white marble. But the area produces 
around 60 varieties of marble, some 
coloured, and many of them can be 
found in Westminster Cathedral.

Carrara lies between the mountains 
and the sea in north-west Tuscany. The 
main quarries are in the Colonnata, 
Fantiscritti and Ravaccione valleys, but 
the marble mountains of the Apuan Alps 
stretch 20 miles from Carrara in the west 
to the villages of Seravezza and Stazzema 
to the east. The marble was formed some 
200 million years ago from the remains 
of marine creatures accumulating on 
the seabed. Gradually these became 
exceptionally pure limestone. About 50 
million years ago the European and African 
continental shelves collided and forced the 
region downwards. The immense heat and 
pressure recrystallized (metamorphosed) 
the limestone into shining white marble 
which was later forced upwards again to 
form the Apuan Alps.

Carrara – The Marble of Tuscany
Patrick Rogers

In England the white marbles of 
Carrara have traditionally been divided 
into Sicilian, Vein and Statuary. It is 
still not clear why the name Sicilian 
was used in England and nowhere else. 
One theory is that the first ship to bring 
it here was called the Sicilia, but it 
seems more likely that the ship called 
in at Sicily, perhaps because of a storm 
or to obtain a false customs declaration 
at a time when the Italian mainland was 

controlled by Napoleon and imports 
from there were banned in England. 
Sicilian, or White Carrara (Bianco 
Carrara) is extremely hardwearing and 
is the only pure white marble which 
can be used outside, so it was used for 
Marble Arch, the Albert Memorial and 
numerous municipal and graveyard 
monuments and gravestones. The other 
types are softer and deteriorate in the 
open air. In Vein marble (Bianco Venato) 
the markings are more accentuated. It 
is generally used for the decoration of 
the interior of buildings and includes 
varieties like Arabescato, made up of 
white polygonal shapes divided by grey 
veining. Statuary (Statuario) is softer still 
and easy to carve, but liable to staining 
and decay as a result of environmental 
pollution. Second Statuary or Vein 
Statuary also contains some veining, but 
is hard enough to be used for paving.

Fine-grained Statuary marble (suitable 
for sculpture) is found in stratified 
beds all along this mountain range. In 
Westminster Cathedral it was used for 
the column capitals, each one of which 
took two stonemasons from Farmer & 
Brindley three months to carve, using 
chisels and hand-drills in situ. More 
recently a variety of Carrara marble 
called Acqua Bianca (white water) was 
used for Cardinal Hume’s tomb in the 
Chapel of St Gregory and St Augustine. 
Most marble from the Carrara region 
is not, in fact, pure white. Veining and 
shading results from the presence of 
mineral deposits during formation. Lightly 
veined Second Statuary was used for the 
marble floor of the Cathedral while the 
more heavily veined Arabescato is on the 
walls and floors of St George’s Chapel. 
Below the stratified beds of white and 
white vein marble in the mountains, lie 
beds of a generally blue-grey colour. The 
darker grey were known in England as 
‘Doves’ and examples can be seen at the 
corners of the Chapel of the Holy Souls. 
Lighter blue-grey marble, traversed by 
darker veins, is Bardiglio Fiorito. It paves 
the narthex floor and is on the walls 
and floor in the Holy Souls Chapel.

A carved Statuario capital at the entrance to the Vaughan Chantry
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Cardinal Hume rests beneath Acqua Bianca 
in the Chapel of St Gregory and St Augustine
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Carrara – The Marble of Tuscany Great earth movements millions 
of years ago resulted in fragmentation 
of the marble, allowing water-borne 
minerals to penetrate and stain it a 
variety of colours before it gradually 
resolidified. Thus the breccias were 
formed. Columns of Breccia di 
Seravezza front the organ loft above 
the narthex and are paired with green 
Verde Antico and Cipollino columns 
at the transepts. Breccia Violetta, of 
a more pronounced violet hue and 
also from Seravezza, can be seen on 
the walls of the entrance lobbies and 
set into the baldacchino. Finally, as if 
to demonstrate the variety of marbles 
from the Seravezza area, a column of 
Fior di Pesco (peach blossom) marble 
stands against the wall in St Joseph’s 
Chapel, while one of blue Bardiglio 
(or Bardiglietto) stands opposite in  
St Paul’s Chapel.

The ancient Etruscan-Roman port 
of Luni or Luna, about five miles west 
of modern Carrara, was founded in 
177 BC and was the centre of the 
local marble industry in Roman times. 
Luna marble was in large-scale use in 
Rome by 36 BC and about 10 years 
earlier, Mamurra, who lived on the 
Coelian Hill, was the first to have 
only solid marble columns in his 
whole house, these being of Carystus 
(Greek Cipollino) or Luna marble. 
Mamurra was Julius Caesar’s prefect 
of works and probably organised the 
exploitation of the quarries for his 
building programme. Subsequently 
the Emperor Augustus used the marble 

extensively for temples and other 
buildings in Rome. For the next 150 
years Luna supplied most of Rome’s 
white marble, examples of its use being 
Trajan’s Column and that of Marcus 
Aurelius, both well over 100 feet high. 
From the late 2nd century AD onwards, 
however, more costly and fashionable 
marbles from overseas, notably 
Proconnesian and Pentelic, came to 
predominate.

For a thousand years the Carrara 
quarries were largely deserted until 
again being extensively used in the 
Renaissance. Duke Cosimo de Medici 
in Florence was anxious to exploit 
the mineral wealth of Tuscany, and 
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A Pavonazzo column in the Holy Souls Chapel

Carrara, from the hill of Santa Lucia

on his behalf Michelangelo made 
many extended visits to the Carrara 
mountains in search of the finest 
Statuary marble. To Michelangelo’s 
dismay, in 1518, Pope Leo X sent him 
to the unexploited Monte Altissimo 
region above Seravezza for marble for 
the façade of the Medici church of San 
Lorenzo in Florence. In the event San 
Lorenzo remained unclad brickwork, 
but marble from the region was used 
for both the Duomo in Florence and  
St Peter’s Basilica in Rome.

There are 200-300 active marble 
quarries in the Carrara region, less than 
half the number of a century ago. But 
mechanisation has resulted in around a 
million tons of marble being produced 
annually, mostly for the Middle East, 
and great blocks can be seen at the 
quarries inscribed ‘Egypt’, ‘Libya’ or 
‘Syria’. Until the end of the 19th century 
the marble was quarried with pickaxes, 
chisels and wedges and allowed to slide 
down the mountains on wooden sledges 
before being carried away by bullock 
wagon – practices unchanged since 
Roman times. Only in 1898 was the 
endless wire saw, constantly fed with 
sand and water and used in conjunction 
with the penetrating pulley, introduced 
into the quarries. Meanwhile, in the 
town of Carrara, the main processing 
centre, marble blocks are now sawn 
into slabs for walls and floors using 
diamond bladed saws, and full-size 
marble statues are created from the 
plaster models of sculptors.

CATHEDRAL HISTORY
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The Wigs have it

Trusting in 
Merciful Love

The beginning of October saw the Cardinal celebrate the Red Mass, invoking the guidance of the Holy Spirit for the judges 
and lawyers as their new Legal Year began. After last year’s rather less colourful proceedings, there was something of a 
return to a brighter approach. The Provost of the Cathedral, himself a former Registrar here, has expressed the opinion 
that the present holder of the post (also the editor of Oremus) should wear a wig, at least on more formal occasions. 
Unfortunately no wig was to be found in lost property after the Mass.

The last weekend of September 
brought a creditable crowd into the 
Cathedral for a Divine Mercy (Half-)
Day of Prayer on the Saturday, in 
association with the previous day’s 
feast of Our Lady of Walsingham, 
herself prominently on display 
just inside the main doors of the 
Cathedral for several weeks.  
Mass was celebrated and devotions 
included the forceful preaching of 
Fr Derek Hyett of Kingsland parish 
(pictured) and the invitation to quiet 
consideration of the scriptures in 
Lectio Divina by our own Fr Vincent 
Mbu’i.
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The International 
Mass

May he rest in peace

A Congregation of Servers

The Sunday Mass marking the World 
Day for Migrants and Refugees was 
celebrated by Bishop McAleenan, 
with many of the diocese’s Ethnic 
Chaplaincies represented. There was 
great diversity of flags and costumes 
on display, as well as a spectrum of 

languages in use throughout the 
liturgy. Fr Ljubomir Simunovic OFM, 
who is our good friend and looks 
after the Croatian Chaplaincy at its 
Sunday Mass in Sacred Heart church 
in Horseferry Road, had moved 
his Mass to an earlier time, so as 
to be able to be present with some 
of his people (pictured), whilst the 
apse, which had heard Mozart and 
plainsong at the lunchtime Solemn 
Mass resounded to the new tones of 
the Nigerian choir.

We thank Philip Smyth of J H Kenyon 
for this picture of the stone which 
marks the grave of Canon Christopher 
Tuckwell’s parents in North Norfolk 
and now records also the burial of his 
own ashes there. Reasons always seem 
to crop up – pandemic or not – as to 
why these things take time, so it is 
good to see a fitting end to a long wait.

Servers from across the diocese came together in the Cathedral on a dismal 
and wet first Saturday in October for a Mass celebrated by Bishop Nicholas 
Hudson. Serving is one of those volunteer activities particularly badly affected 
by the pandemic; certainly in the Cathedral, it is really only the Sunday Solemn 
Mass that has its full (and adult) complement on parade. The spread of the virus 
amongst those of school age means that it is not yet advisable to bring back the 
younger servers, a number of whom have been asking for many months now 
when they might return.

©
 M

az
ur

/C
B

C
EW

.o
rg

.u
k

©
 M

az
ur

/C
B

C
EW

.o
rg

.u
k

MONTHLY ALBUM



20 Oremus NOVEMBER 2021

HEADING UPSTREAM

A brand new, state-of-the art fish pass, 
which addresses one of the last remaining 
barriers impacting the River Dart’s ailing 
salmon population, has been opened at 
Buckfast Abbey, Devon, in readiness for 
the start of the autumn salmon migration. 
Funded by the Abbey and supported 
by a partnership grant of just under 
£100,000 from the Environment Agency, 
the new Larinier fish pass replaces the 
historic Victorian pool pass, which was 
damaged in periods of high water flows 
last year, resulting in a significant scour 
hole. The new pass was commissioned 
by the Abbey and opened in an official 
ceremony and blessing by Abbot David 
Charlesworth.

With its headwaters designated as a 
Special Area of Conservation, the River 
Dart has a salmon population that is 
currently deemed to be ‘At Risk’. Data 
from the Environment Agency (recorded 
through rod/angling catches) showed 
a decrease in salmon rod catch on the 
River Dart in recent years, falling from 
an average of 330 fish in the late 1980s 
to just 14 in 2019. In 1986 over 2,500 
salmon were caught on the River Dart. 
This included net catches, which are 
not currently permitted on the river. 
The new fish pass will help turn the tide 
on the River Dart’s diminishing salmon 
numbers by aiding passage to their natal 
spawning grounds.

Salmon? This Way, Please
Buckfast Abbey

Aaron Bray, Estate Manager at 
Buckfast Abbey, first spotted the 
damage: ‘The River Dart has a 
reputation for rising rapidly. It can rise 
and fall in just two hours, and that can 
lead to significant damage. We regularly 
check the fish pass, and on this occasion 
it quickly became apparent that there 
was an issue.’ An assessment showed 
that it was at risk of potential failure 
and also revealed a possible breach in 
the weir crest. As a result, immediate 
action was taken, which included the 
installation of a temporary baulk fish 
pass to aid the passage of salmon and 
sea trout migrating up the river Dart. 
At the start of the construction, which 
required a section of the river to be 
dewatered, Westcountry Rivers Trust 
safely relocated species discovered in 
the three pools below the weir, moving 
them to locations further upstream. This 
included eels, lamprey, minnows and 
sea trout.

The design of the new pass provides 
an optimal route for fish passage over 
a wide range of flows, through the 
use of special metal baffles set into 
the bottom of the pass. These reduce 
water velocities to a suitable speed 
for salmon and sea trout. Working to 
a tight deadline, the construction, as 
well as remedial work on the weir, 
was completed ahead of the start of 

the autumn salmon migration run by 
local contractors, Teignmouth Maritime 
Services Ltd. An upgrade to the existing 
eel pass on the opposite bank of the 
river was also completed, allowing 
easier access for eels to their upstream 
habitats.

Commenting on the works, Brecht 
Morris, the Environment Agency 
Fisheries Specialist who oversaw the 
installation of the new pass, said: ‘As 
an environmentally conscious and 
responsible landowner, Buckfast Abbey 
chose to do their upmost to help fish 
populations on the Dart, following the 
failure of the old fish pass. The new 
pass provides an optimal solution for 
fish passage and will allow salmon and 
sea trout to migrate upstream to access 
suitable spawning grounds. Working 
in partnership, we have successfully 
addressed one of the largest remaining 
barriers on the main River Dart. This will 
significantly improve the access into the 
upper catchment for salmon and sea 
trout, so that they can complete their  
life cycle’.

Abbot David, Buckfast Abbey, 
added: ‘The Monastic Community at 
the Abbey has always had a very close 
connection to the environment, whether 
it be through our work to promote the 
better understanding of bees by our Bee 
Department, or through the planting of 
100,000 trees on our farmland over the 
past 20 years. The Benedictine ethos 
is one of care for mankind and the 
environment, and that extends to the 
local ecology, flora and fauna. We view 
ourselves as custodians of the land on 
which we sit and the River Dart which 
runs through the Abbey's grounds. The 
installation of a better way to help fish 
pass upriver, is entirely in keeping with 
our Community’s commitment to caring 
for the environment. Our hope is that 
this will aid the recovery of the salmon 
population on the River Dart for future 
generations to enjoy’.

Watch a film about the fish pass:  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=fdAgFcc8vVI

The River Dart at Buckfast, in Cardinal Gasquet’s book The Greater Abbeys of England
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CROSSWORD AND POEM

Fr Frederick William Faber C.O.

O turn to Jesus, Mother! Turn,

And call Him by His tenderest names;

Pray for the Holy Souls that burn

This hour amid the cleansing flames.

Ah! They have fought a gallant fight:

In death's cold arms they persevered;

And, after life's uncheery night,

The harbour of their rest is neared.

In pains beyond all earthly pains,

Favourites of Jesus! There they lie

Letting the fire wear out their stains

And worshipping God's purity.

Spouses of Christ they are, for He

Was wedded to them by His Blood;

And angels o'er their destiny

In wondering adoration brood.

They are the children of thy tears;

Then hasten, Mother! To their aid;

In pity think each hour appears

An age while glory is delayed.

See, how they bound amid their fires,

While pain and love their spirits fill;

Then with self-crucified desires

Utter sweet rumours, and lie still.

Ah me! The love of Jesus yearns

O'er that abyss of sacred pain,

And, as He looks, His bosom burns

With Calvary's dear thirst again.

O Mary, let thy Son no more

His lingering Spouses thus expect;

God's children to their God restore,

And to the Spirit His elect.

Pray then, as thou hast ever prayed;

Angels and Souls, all look to thee;

God waits thy prayers, for He hath made

Those prayers His law of charity.

The Queen of Purgatory

To submit a poem whether by yourself or another for
consideration, please contact the Editor – details on page 3.

ANSWERS

Alan Frost November 2021 – No. 93

Clues Across                       
1  ------- des Prez, leading Renaissance composer of sacred polyphony (7)
6  Hill near Glastonbury has attracted pilgrimages for centuries (3)
8  Sister-in-law of Ruth, in the Book of Ruth (5)
9  ‘Rerum -------’, Pope Leo XIII’s Encyclical on the condition of the  
 working classes (7)
10  Schubert’s favourite fish? (5)   
11  Country of St Denis and St Joan of Arc (6)
13  Man at The Presentation predicting that swords would piece Mary’s  
 heart (6)
15  Feel sorrow for sin and confess (6) 
17  Sweet treat, similar to ice-cream (6) 
20  Country to which the Holy Family escaped, to avoid Herod’s soldiers (5)
21  To utter such may break the eighth Commandment (7) 
23  St. Augustine of -----, Doctor of the Church, born 354, on  
 13 November (5)
24  An affirmative vote in the Palace of Westminster (3) 
25  Cross of Scotland, associated with saint whose feast day is  
 30 November (7)

Clues Down
1  Girl’s name, Patron Saint of protection from disasters, born 5th  
 century. (8)
2  From Aquitaine, 4th century, Patron Saint of pregnant women, feast  
 day 5 November (6)
3  International ride-sharing company, offering alternative to taxis (4)  
4  Girl’s name, and title of opera by Bellini (5)
5  WW2 fighter plane, flown by pilots commemorated in Westminster  
 Abbey RAF Chapel (8)
6  Seat of state of a pope or monarch (6)
7  ‘The ---- of Jesse’, reference to the genealogy of Jesus (4)    
12  War Memorial in Whitehall (8)
14  Person who has recently joined, e.g., the Catholic Church (8)
16  The whole of the mind, giving its name to social science (6)
18  Former (male) students of school or university (6)
19  Currency in Ireland and on the continent (5)
20  Historical book of the Old Testament (4)
22 Sound of church bell (4)         

Across:  1 Josquin 6 Tor 8 Orpah 9 Novarum 10 Trout 11 France  
13 Simeon 15 Repent 17 Gelato 20 Egypt 21 Untruth 23 Hippo  
24 Aye 25 Saltire Down:  1 Jennifer 2 Sylvia 3 Uber 4 Norma  
5 Spitfire 6 Throne 7 Root 12 Cenotaph 14 Neophyte 16 Psyche  
18 Alumni 19 Euros 20 Ezra 22 Toll



Apart from two recent Cathedral Administrators 
(Archbishop George Stack and Mgr Mark Langham RIP), 
it has been customary for Cathedral Administrators to 
be be appointed Canons of the Metropolitan Chapter. 
Shortly after his appointment to succeed the late Mgr 
Langham, Fr Christopher Tuckwell was appointed to 
the Metropolitan Chapter and his installation took 
place during the monthly Chapter Mass which has 
traditionally been held on the first Tuesday of each 
month (excluding July and August).

This Chapter Mass took place on Tuesday 4 November 
2008. In the first image, Fr Christopher is seen 
kneeling before the Provost (now Provost Emeritus) 
Canon Michael Brockie as he recites his Profession of 
Faith before his formal reception as a member of the 
Metropolitan Chapter. To the Provost’s right is Canon 
Daniel Cronin, Secretary of the Chapter, whilst on his 
left is Paul Moynihan, currently the Cardinal’s Master 
of Ceremonies. Seated on the front row is one of the 
Cathedral’s long standing servers, Michael O’Leary. 
In the second image, Canon Christopher is seen 
being vested in the Cappa of a Chapter Canon by his 
supporters, Canons Stuart Wilson and Patrick Davies.

Images: Oremus December 2008

Paul Tobin

Fr Christopher becomes a Canon
CATHEDRAL HISTORY – A PICTORIAL RECORD
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Autumn was late this year. As the coach 
meandered its way through the chalk 
uplands of Hampshire and Wiltshire, 
we noticed how green everything still 
was. A kamikaze pheasant flew in 
front of the bus at one point, hovering 
bizarrely in our line of sight. The driver 
slowed and the bird swerved to safety. 
Otherwise, it was an uneventful journey 
for the Friends’ trip to Salisbury: green 
fields, grazing sheep and the odd pony 
– a landscape that would have been 
familiar still to Constable and Turner, 
who both painted the Cathedral and 
water meadows. 

The Cathedral with its spire 
dominates the vista; the most complete 
early English Gothic Cathedral in 
the land. There are no late additions, 
Georgian add-ons, quirky Victorian 
extensions; it is as its builders intended 
it to be. In many ways, the interior 
is even more dramatic with its vast, 

uninterrupted 
spaces. 
Throughout, 
columns of 
glossy Purbeck 
marble - 
actually 
polished 
fossiliferouas 
limestone, 
donated by a 
patron from her 
quarry in Worth 
Matravers – 
punctuate the 
interior. At the 
conclusion of 
Mass in the 
Trinity chapel, 
our celebrant, 
Fr John Scott, 

asked us to recall the dedication of 
Salisbury Cathedral to Our Lady and 
we sang the Salve Regina – the words 
and familiar cadences echoing in the 
space. When was this last sung here,  
I wondered?
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The arches and pillars 
of the Cathedral stretch 
away into the distance

THE FRIENDS OF WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL

Forthcoming Events
3 November: Fr Christopher Clohessy 
‘Praying with the Old Testament: 
Biblical models for Effective Daily 
Prayer’. Online talk, live from Italy 
7pm. Tickets £5

4 November: Mass for Deceased 
Friends of Westminster Cathedral at 
5.30pm. 

10 November: ‘Buckfast Abbey, Its 
Archaeology to 1539 and Resurrection 
from 1882’. Online talk with Dr Rory 
O’Donnell 7pm. Tickets £5

11 November: Cathedral Quiz with 
fish and chip supper in Westminster 
Cathedral Hall 7pm. Fr Brian 
O’Mahony in the chair as Quiz 
Master. Tickets £15

25 November: ‘Poussin – Art of the 
Dance’. Online art talk with Paul 
Pickering. 7pm Tickets £5

30 November: BIG GIVE Christmas 
Challenge in aid of the Westminster 
Cathedral Hall Community Project. 
This year we are raising further funds 
to refurbish the Hall kitchen. The 
appeal ends on 6 December.

Christina White

Contact us
•  Write to: Friends’ Office,  

42 Francis Street,  
London SW1P 1QW

•  Call: 020 7798 9059
•  Email: friends@ 

westminstercathedral.org.uk

In the afternoon, the group walked to 
St Oswald’s Catholic church – following 
the line of a wall punctuated by bits of 
the original Cathedral of Old Sarum. The 
parish priest, Fr Jonathan Creer,  gave an 

informative talk on 
the history of the 
church, designed 
by Augustus 
Welby Pugin. 
St Oswald’s, 
though heavily 
restored, retains 
the essence of the 
great architect’s 

design ideals. Pugin was appalled by 
the ‘vandalism’ inflicted on Salisbury 
Cathedral in the 18th century. He had 
moved to the city with his second wife in 
1833 and was an admirer of Salisbury’s 
soaring beauty, but not of James Wyatt’s 
radical internal reordering. 

The Friends’ online Big Give 
Campaign, which goes live on  
30 November, will be raising funds 
for another historic building – more 
specifically, the refurbishment of the 
Cathedral Hall kitchen. We have money 
in reserve as part of our Anniversary 
Appeal, but need to raise a further 
£32,000 to meet the demands of the 
brief. The work is already booked into 
the schedule of works for next year 
and we have appointed an architect 
and project manager. This is finally 
happening!  Big Give is an online match 
funding campaign so your £10 donation 
will become £20, £20 will become £40 
and so on. If you Gift Aid your donation 
then we can raise even more money. 

Over the five years in which we 
have participated in Big Give, we have 
raised over £160,000 for Westminster 
Cathedral. Please help us to reach our 
target. There will be more information 
in the coming weeks in the weekly 
Cathedral Newsletter, on the Friends’ 
Facebook page and on the website 
with further alerts on Instagram. In the 
meantime, please check out the Big Give 
website, which explains, in more detail, 
how match funding works. 

The Friends’ Charabanc  
takes to the Roads Again

STOP PRESS: Two changes to our 
Events Programme – the Quiz is now 
on Thursday 11 November and Paul 
Pickering’s Poussin Talk is now on 
Thursday 25 November. Christmas Raffle 
tickets are now on sale through Clergy 
House Reception – top prizes include 
three nights for two at Palazzola outside 
Rome and a £500 cash prize. The Raffle 
will be drawn on 8 December.

Decorative stonework 
from Old Sarum 
recycled into a 
defensive wall
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DIARY

The Month of 
November
The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention

Universal: People who suffer from 
depression. We pray that people 
who suffer from depression or 
burn-out will find support and a 
light that opens them up to life.

Monday 1 November                       Ps Week 3
Feria 
 
Tuesday 2 November
THE COMMEMORATION OF ALL THE 
FAITHFUL DEPARTED (ALL SOULS’ DAY)
5.30pm Sung Requiem Mass – 
Cathedral Chapter
G. Anerio – Missa pro defunctis

Wednesday 3 November 
Feria
(St Martin de Porres, Religious
St Winifride, Virgin)

Thursday 4 November
St Charles Borromeo, Bishop

Friday 5 November           Friday abstinence
Feria 

Saturday 6 November 
Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday
2.30pm Missa Cantata of Requiem 
(1962 Missal, for the Latin Mass Society)
6pm Schola of the Cardinal Vaughan 
Memorial School sings at Mass

Sunday 7 November                        Ps Week 4
32nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
12noon Solemn Mass (Full choir)
Knights of St Columba attend
Palestrina – Missa Æterna Christi muera
Lassus – Gressus meos
Organ: Widor – Moderato (Symphonie VII)
4pm Solemn Vespers and Benediction
Bevan – Magnificat quarti toni
Britten – St Godric’s hymn
Organ: Janáček – Organ solo (Glagolitic 
Mass)
4.45pm Organ recital: Roger Judd (Hereford)

Monday 8 November
Feria

Tuesday 9 November
THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN 
BASILICA
5.30pm Society of St Augustine attends 
Mass

Wednesday 10 November
St Leo the Great, Pope & Doctor
5.30pm Requiem Mass for Deceased 
Clergy (Cardinal Nichols)

Thursday 11 November
St Martin of Tours, Bishop
2pm Combined Irish Regiments 
Memorial Service

Friday 12 November        Friday abstinence
St Josaphat, Bishop & Martyr

Saturday 13 November
Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday
6pm Victoria Choir sings at Mass
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St Catherine with her wheel, in an anonymous 15th century hand-coloured woodcut

The cult of St Catherine of Alexandria (feast day 25 November) was spurred by the alleged rediscovery of her body 
around the year 800 at Mount Sinai, supposedly with hair still growing and a constant stream of healing oil issuing 
from her body. The monastery there was the best-known site of pilgrimage, but it was also the most difficult to 
reach, while a monastery in Rouen claimed to house her fingers. It was not alone in the west, however, and was 
accompanied by many scattered shrines and altars dedicated throughout France and England, including Canterbury 
and Westminster, which claimed a phial of her oil, brought back from Mount Sinai by St Edward the Confessor.

The Cathedral is open from 7.30am and closes after the last Mass of the day

Monday to Friday: Morning Prayer 7.35am, Sung Vespers 5pm (Latin, Choir, except 
Tuesday, English, Cantor); Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament – 1.15 to 4.30pm

Saturday: Mass 8 and 10.30am (Latin, Cantor); Sung Vespers (English, Cantor) 5.30pm *

Sunday: Mass: 8 and 10am (Cantor) *, 12noon (Solemn, Choir) *, 5.30pm (Cantor) 
* and 7pm; Sung Morning Prayer 9.30am *, Solemn Vespers and Benediction 4pm 
(Choir) *; Confessions: 11am-12noon and 5-5.30pm

* Live streamed via the Cathedral website.

St Martin de Porres in procession, Lima, Peru

 ©
 M

ig
ue

l A
ng

el
 C

ho
ng

St Martin of Tours divides his cloak with a 
beggar, nave of Hirschling church
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Sunday 21 November
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, King of the 
Universe
* Youth Sunday
12noon Solemn Mass (Full choir)
Catenians attend
Mozart – Krönungsmesse (K.317)
Philips  – Ave Iesu Christe
Organ:  Tournemire – Fantaisie sur le 
Te Deum et Guirlandes Alleluiatiques 
(L’Orgue Mystique LI)
4pm Solemn Vespers and Benediction
Bevan – Magnificat octavi toni
Elgar – Give unto the Lord
Organ: Reger – Te Deum
4.45pm Organ recital: Tom Winpenny 
(St Albans Cathedral)

Monday 22 November                     Ps Week 2
St Cecilia, Virgin & Martyr

Tuesday 23 November
Feria
(St Clement I, Pope & Martyr
St Columban, Abbot)

Wednesday 24 November
St Andrew Dung-Lac, Priest, and 
Companions, Martyrs
5.30pm Aid to the Church in Need 
attends Mass (‘Red Wednesday’)

Thursday 25 November 
Feria
(St Catherine of Alexandria)

Friday 26 November        Friday abstinence
Feria

Saturday 27 November
Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday

DIARY AND NOTICES
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Sunday 14 November                      Ps Week 1
* World Day of the Poor
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
33rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
12noon Solemn Mass (Full choir)
Palestrina – Missa brevis
Palestrina – De profundis
Organ: J. S. Bach – Prelude and Fugue 
in C minor BWV 546
4pm Solemn Vespers and Benediction
Palestrina – Magnificat primi toni
Stanford – Iustorum animae
Organ: Alain – Luttes (Trois Danses)
4.45pm Organ recital: Ian Coleman 
(London)

Monday 15 November
Feria
(St Albert the Great, Bishop & Doctor)

Tuesday 16 November
St Edmund of Abingdon, Bishop

Wednesday 17 November
Feria
(St Hilda, Abbess
St Hugh of Lincoln, Bishop
St Elizabeth of Hungary, Religious)

Thursday 18 November
Feria
(Dedication of the Basilicas of Ss Peter 
and Paul, Apostles)

Friday 19 November        Friday abstinence
Feria

Saturday 20 November
Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday
2.30pm 10th Anniversary Mass 
(Ordinariate 
of Our Lady of Walsingham)

Sunday 28 November                      Ps Week 1
1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9.30-1.30pm SVP Book Sale (Cathedral 
Hall)
12noon Solemn Mass (Full choir)
Berkeley – Missa brevis
Byrd – Rorate cæli
Organ: Dupré – Le monde dans l’attente 
du Sauveur (Symphonie-Passion)
4pm Solemn Vespers and Benediction
Marenzio – Magnificat octavi toni
Victoria – Alma redemptoris mater [a 5]
Organ: J. S. Bach – Wachet auf BWV 645
4.45pm Organ recital: James Gough 
(Southwark Anglican Cathedral)

Monday 29 November
Advent feria

Tuesday 30 November 
ST ANDREW, Apostle, Patron of 
Scotland

Key to the Diary: Saints’ days and 
holy days written in BOLD CAPITAL 
LETTERS denote Sundays and Solemnities, 
CAPITAL LETTERS denote Feasts, and those 
not in capitals denote Memorials, whether 
optional or otherwise. Memorials in 
brackets are not celebrated liturgically.

What Happens and When
Catholic Grandparents’ Association  
Hinsley Room,  
Second Sundays 12-3.30pm
Charismatic Prayer Group   
Cathedral Hall,  
Fridays 6.30-9pm
Filipino Club   
Hinsley Room,  
First Sundays 1-5pm
Lectio Divina   
Hinsley Room,  
Monday 7-8pm
Legion of Mary   
Hinsley Room,  
Monday 1.30-3.30pm
Nigerian Catholic Association  
Hinsley Room,  
Fourth Sundays – 1.30-3pm
RCIA group  
Hinsley Room,  
Wednesday 7-8.30pm
Rosary Group   
Lady Chapel,  
Saturday 10-10.25am
Yoruba Association 
Hinsley Room,  
Third Saturdays 1.30-3pm

St Albert the Great on Albertus-Magnus-Platz, 
Lauingen
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St Cecilia watches over her church in Green 
Lane, Liverpool
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FIFTY AND ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO
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In retrospect:  
from the Cathedral Chronicle

Alan Welch

Some of our readers may well be wondering what 
possible connection there can be between Cardinal 
Manning and Humphreys & Glasgow Ltd. The answer is 
that the Head Office of the Company, 22 Carlisle Place, 
was formerly the residence of the Cardinal who lived 
there from March 1873 until his death on 14 January 
1892, and which is commemorated by a plaque on the 
south wall of the building facing Francis Street. There 
have been some changes since the Cardinal was in 
residence, of course. His day room, which occupied the 
whole of the south end of the first floor, is now used by 
the Chairman, the Deputy Chairman and the Managing 
Director (Operations). The Cardinal’s private chapel is 
now the telex room and his former dining room has 
become the telephone exchange.

The reign of Henry Edward Manning can be said to have 
begun in 1860 under the ageing Cardinal Wiseman. His 
elevation to Archbishop of Westminster in 1865 was a 
surprise choice, but as history records, a brilliant one. 
Succeeding to an archbishopric without a cathedral, 
he set about finding a suitable site. Sensing that the 
expansion of London was westward, he finally decided 
on the site upon which Westminster Cathedral today 
stands. The land of 22 Carlisle Place was originally 
bought from the Church Commissioners around 1865 by 
the Brigade of Guards, and the building was erected as a 
Recreational Centre for the NCOs and men of the three 
Brigades of Guards. At the time that the building began, 
there were fields with grazing sheep between Victoria 
Street and the River Thames. By the time the building 
was complete in 1867, the Brigades of Guards ran into 
financial difficulties. 

It was at this stage, in 1868, that Cardinal Manning 
bought the site. It had been intended to incorporate his 
own private residence in the overall plan, but, owing to 
the difficulties of the Guards, he was able to purchase 
22 Carlisle Place, then known as the Guards Institute, 
and moved in there in March, 1873. He decided not to 
proceed with the building of the Cathedral, as schools 
were needed for the education of some 20,000 children. 
It was at the close of the year 1877 that Henry Manning 
received the Red Hat. He was a man of action; a fighter 
for what he believed right and just. It was said: ‘he 
became the friend of all good causes – and of cranks as 
well.’ Education was his besetting care for 50 years; he 

was constantly at war with those in Authority, rescuing 
children from workhouses, and exposing the injustices of 
his day. It was he who organised relief during the siege 
of Paris, and acted as peacemaker in the London Dock 
Strike of 1889. His was a full life, such as is given to few 
men. As he lay dying in the austere surroundings of his 
residence, he observed: ‘It is pleasant to have been able 
to do everything’. 

from the November 1971 Westminster Cathedral Journal

..... 

Of the present-day cult of the dead, and of the attempts 
to enter into communication with them, we are all kept 
well aware; and it is impossible to remain in ignorance 
of the new Religion of Spiritism with its vaunted claim of 
being able ‘to help and to uplift the disembodied spirits 
who have passed over into the beyond’. Equally well 
known, of course, is the Catholic practice of praying 
and performing good works for the sake of the dead, and 
the special setting apart of the month of November to 
this pious task. But it may not be so well known, even 
by Catholics, that the forestalling action of the Holy 
Spirit, in the manner suggested above, brought into 
being within the Church, a short time before the first 
appearance of a Modern Spiritism, a definite Religious 
Society whose life-work, expressed in its motto, should 
be – ‘Pray, work, suffer for the souls in Purgatory’.

It was this ideal which inspired the founding of ‘The 
Society of Helpers of the Holy Souls’, now existing with 
its establishments throughout almost all Europe, as well 
as in America and China. And like all the ideals which 
the Spirit of God inspires, it finds expression in forms 
which are eminently sane, real, and practical. Far from 
there being any attempt to communicate with the dead, 
or any morbid interest in phenomena, there is positive 
discouragement of any such longing. Instead, there is 
striving after solid personal sanctity, cultivation of the 
spirit of prayer, and practice of good works of every sort, 
so that by increase of good among the living the dead 
may benefit, for whose sake the good is done. In the 
Archdiocese the ‘Helpers of the Holy Souls’ have their 
home and centre at Holy Rood House, 1 Gloucester Road, 
Regent’s Park, N.W., to which we are pleased to direct the 
attention of our readers in this November issue.

from the November 1921 Westminster Cathedral Chronicle

In 1971 what is now called Manning House on Carlisle Place was occupied by Humphreys and 
Glasgow Ltd. The Cathedral Journal reproduced this piece by the company’s publicist.



DISCERNING THE FUTURE
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Background
The last three years have seen unprecedented changes to our 
lives and communities. The combination of a multitude of 
factors means that there are fewer pupils in primary schools 
across London. This has led to significant financial pressure on 
schools, as government funding is predominantly on a per child 
basis. Regrettably this means that at current pupil numbers, 
both St Vincent De Paul (SVP) and Westminster Cathedral 
Primary Schools (WCCPS) are financially unsustainable. 

The Proposal
The Governing Bodies are proposing to amalgamate the two 
schools to form a 30 place (one form) entry primary school 
for 3 to 11-year-olds. This is supported by the Diocese of 
Westminster and the Local Authority and would create a 
single primary school from the start of September 2022 on the 
current SVP site next to the Cathedral.

Why are we proposing the change?
The city of Westminster has experienced a significant drop across 
all school year groups, with an 8% fall in reception applications 
for September 2021 compared to the previous year. Together we 
do not have sufficient numbers of children to fill two forms of 
entry from September 2022, and so have vacancies in all classes. 
As pupil numbers fall, so does the school’s budget allocation, 
with less money available to educate our children, pay salaries 
and maintain our buildings. The Governors of both schools are 
clear that now is the right time to move to becoming a single 
primary school in order to secure sustainable and high quality 
Catholic education for our children and into the future, whilst 
minimizing the impact of the change. 

What are the benefits?  
By running only one school site, funding can be used 
more efficiently to provide an appropriate educational 
environment, rather than in having to stretch budgets to 
maintain two school buildings. By amalgamating into one 
school, we will be able to allocate more funding towards 
providing continued access to enrichment activities above 
and beyond the usual curriculum for pupils and their 
families, both before, during and after school.

What will it mean for the children? 
The objective is for all children currently attending both 
schools to be together on the SVP school site. Currently 
the combined numbers on roll exceed a one form entry 
school. Whilst these numbers will gradually reduce by 
September 2022, it will not be known until nearer the time 
if there will need to be arrangements for some classes to 
remain at the WCCPS site until the numbers reduce. It is 
very much a priority for us to ensure that children and staff 
can be safely accommodated. The site in Pimlico will be 
retained for educational use and will therefore be available to 
accommodate any additional classes that may be needed on 
site in September. 

St Vincent De Paul and Westminster 
Cathedral Catholic Primary Schools

It will also mean that: 

•  children at the merged school on the SVP site will see new 
investment in buildings and facilities to ensure that there will 
be excellent accommodation for all the children;

•  children from both schools will have the opportunity to 
make new friends in a school which has a sustainable future;

•  the pastoral care given to each individual child within the 
Catholic ethos which is a strength of both schools, will 
always remain paramount.

What will it mean for the staff?
A new staffing structure will need to be developed as part of 
the planning for September 2022 if a decision to amalgamate 
the schools is taken. In both schools, staffing changes are 
already needing to be made because of falling numbers of 
children. Amalgamation provides greater protection for staff, 
because more posts will be retained than would be the case if 
one school closed without being part of an amalgamation. 

Admissions
If the proposal is agreed, a primary school would be created 
on 1 September 2022 and the following would apply:

•  Children at both schools will be automatically enrolled at the 
newly-amalgamated school and receive a guaranteed place.

•  Children at WCCPS will be automatically enrolled at the 
newly-amalgamated school and receive a guaranteed place.

•  First admissions: Children who have applied for reception or 
nursery places at SVP or WCCPS for September 2022 would 
be offered places through the standard admissions process.

•  Children with siblings at SVP or WCCPS would be given 
sibling priority for September 2022 and later years.

•  Belonging to either the Cathedral or Holy Apostles parish 
would carry equal weight in the admissions criteria.

The Consultation
The Governing Bodies, the Diocese and the Local Authority 
cannot simply decide to make changes to schools without first 
seeking the views of parents, staff, and other stakeholders, and 
the present informal consultation with them ends on Friday 
12 November. A steering group, including governors, will 
then review feedback and respond to the Local Authority on 
whether it recommends proceeding with the amalgamation.

Further information is available the school website: https://
www.svpcatholicprimary.org/

Please keep the children, families and staff of both school 
communities in your prayers at this important time of 
discerning the future pattern for Catholic education in this area 
of Westminster.



LOST IN TRANSLATION

British Sign Language (BSL) and American Sign Language 
(ASL) are very different, despite the fact that people on both 
sides of the Atlantic speak English. On one occasion, I was 
trying to sign to an ASL user and find a way of communicating 
with them. After several minutes of us both trying and 
struggling to be understood, the penny dropped; neither of us 
was Deaf, we could speak to each other in English!

In 2017, the Deaf Community joined with Fr Norbert 
Fernandes and members of his Welwyn Garden City 
parish on a pilgrimage to Fatima. Whilst we were there, 
we stayed in a hotel where a group of Deaf people from 
Belgium also happened to be staying. In our group, 
there were Deaf people who had Irish Sign Language 
as their first language. These Irish Deaf people became 
my interpreters, translating from BSL to Belgium Sign 
Language and back again using their knowledge of Irish 
Sign Language, so I could chat to their group. Whilst there 
is a form of International Sign (which was developed 
by the World Federation of the Deaf for International 
meetings), International Sign is not recognised as a 
language. Like Esperanto, International Sign is not used in 
everyday life.

International Sign Languages Day was observed on 
23 September, during what is the International Week 
of Deaf People. Figures from the World Federation of 
the Deaf tell us that there are approximately 72 million 
Deaf people worldwide. Over 80% of them live in 
developing countries, and collectively there are more 
than 300 different sign languages. Despite there being 
many different languages, many Deaf people around the 
world face similar struggles about the lack of access to 
information in their own language.

In the 17th and 18th century at Martha's Vineyard in 
the USA, the occurrence of deafness in the population 
greatly exceeded the average seen elsewhere. Possibly 

Separate Languages, Separate Signs
due to immigration from a small community of people 
from the Weald of Kent, levels of hereditary deafness 
were high, exacerbated by intermarriage within this small 
community. The recessive gene of deafness was apparent 
in many generations of the majority of families who lived 
there. Deaf people were seen as an everyday part of life; 
everyone spoke sign language, everyone was included. 

In Britain in the 21st century, Deaf people are still 
fighting for equality and access to information in their own 
language. In March 2003, BSL was recognised as a true 
language, but nearly 20 years later it still does not have 
the legal status. Many Deaf people are campaigning to get 
a BSL Act through Parliament, to ensure that Deaf people 
are not denied basic access to public information again, as 
highlighted by the absence of a BSL interpreter during the 
Prime Minister's announcements about lockdown and the 
Westminster briefings on the pandemic.We are all brothers 
and sisters in Christ, one family in faith, Deaf and hearing 
alike; get to know your Deaf brothers and sisters - and 
maybe learn sign language.

Michelle Roca is Director of the Caritas Westminster Deaf Service
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