January 2022 | Edition Number 276 | FREE

Westminster Cathedral Magazine

St Raymond of Penyafort brought together the
varied Laws of the Church into one document
that guided her life for nearly 700 years

COMPANIONS

Join the Companions
... and help us to keep publishing
Oremus free of charge
Although we earn income from the advertising which we carry, Oremus relies
on donations from readers to cover its production costs.
The Companions of Oremus was established to recognise those who give
generously to support us. Open exclusively to individuals, Companions’ names
are published in the magazine each month (see page 7). All members are
invited to one or more social events during the year and Mass is offered for
their intentions from time to time.
If you would like to support us by joining the Companions, please write to
Oremus, Cathedral Clergy House, 42 Francis Street, London SW1P 1QW
or email oremuscomps@rcdow.org.uk with your contact details, including
postcode. Members are asked to give a minimum of £100 annually. Please
mention how you would like your name to appear in our membership list and
if you are eligible to Gift Aid your donation. Postal subscriptions to Oremus
may be purchased by completing and sending to the office the coupon printed
in the magazine. As the Cathedral Gift Shop is closed, its website has to be
suspended and subscriptions cannot presently be entered by that means.
Thank you for your support.

2

Oremus

JANUARY 2022

CONTENTS

Oremus

Inside Oremus

Cathedral Clergy House
42 Francis Street
London SW1P 1QW
T
E
W

020 7798 9055
oremus@westminstercathedral.org.uk
www.westminstercathedral.org.uk

Oremus, the magazine of Westminster
Cathedral, reflects the life of the Cathedral and
the lives of those who make it a place of faith in
central London. If you think that you would like
to contribute an article or an item of news,
please contact the Editor.
Patron
The Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster

Cathedral Life: Past & Present
From the Administrator

4

Cardinal Godfrey’s Prayer to Our Lady
of Westminster

7

The Friends of the Cathedral:
An Appreciation of Christina White
Cathedral History:
In Praise of Mr Marshall
by Patrick Rogers

Chairman
Fr Sławomir Witoń
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

From the Administrator
became one of us, Emmanuel, God-withus. It is not just the fact that God came
into our world, but the way that He
chose to come that makes this story so
special. Pope Benedict once said: ‘God
did not enter the world with a show of
power to compel our love; rather He
stole into the world with the vulnerability
of a child to invite our love’.

The Christmas story is more than 2,000
years old, yet we never tire of hearing
it again and again. It’s the original love
story – the story of God’s love for us
when He took on our human flesh and

The fact that God became one of
us makes each one of us very special.
We are brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.
We are precious in God’s eyes. Every
year, when we look at the little babe in
the crib we are reminded that human
life is sacred. The life of every human
being has an infinite value, because we
are made in His image and likeness, we
are loved by Him as His own children.
Our thoughts and prayers this Christmas
are with those who have lost loved
ones recently, due to the pandemic or
through natural causes, and who may

find this year’s Christmas a very lonely
time, a time of painful memories of
happier days.
As we reflect on the vulnerability of
Mary on the road to Bethlehem and of the
child Jesus in her womb, we think also of
the vulnerability of pregnant mothers
and their unborn children and we pray
that all of them will be blessed with the
gift of life and health. May Christ’s love
touch our hearts this Christmas. May it
help us to appreciate the value of every
human person – young or old, healthy
or sick, born or unborn.
May God bestow upon you, the
readers of our Cathedral’s magazine,
a Christmas of deep communion and
sharing in the warmth of God’s love
with the members of your family and
your friends, and the year of 2022 filled
with His graces and blessings.
Fr Sławomir Witoń

Should I come to Mass? A Clarification
The Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales

At the beginning of the pandemic, from Friday 20 March
2020, the Bishops of England and Wales recognised that
the participation of the faithful in the Sunday Eucharistic
Celebration was prevented due to grave cause because of
the inception of the Covid-19 pandemic and stated that
the Sunday obligation could not be fulfilled due to the
inherent danger of the faithful gathering in churches for the
Eucharistic celebration. On Monday 23 March 2020, HM
Government mandated the closure of places of worship
along with other locations. The Bishops, now having
reflected on the current situation in England and Wales,
recognise that the causes and effects of the pandemic are
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still present to such a degree that the absolute duty for all
to freely attend the Sunday Eucharistic Celebration cannot
yet be fulfilled.
As such, they have asked that all Catholics now reflect
on the centrality of the Eucharist to their own life of faith and
take into consideration their personal circumstances and
the reasons as to whether they can now attend the Sunday
Eucharistic Celebration or otherwise. Should a person feel that
grave cause honestly persists in their personal circumstances,
there is no sin associated with their non-attendance at Mass,
and they are encouraged to devote themselves to prayer at
home. This may be achieved either through personal prayer
or by participating with a live-streamed celebration of Mass
from a Church.

© Wellcome Collection

The Statement Honouring Sunday reflected the pastoral
situation of public worship in the light of the pandemic
situation at this time. The Bishops have asked for all
Catholics to reflect on their personal circumstances with
respect to their attendance at public worship. Questions
have been raised regarding the status of the Sunday
Obligation. The Code of Canon Law states that ‘Sunday...
is the primordial holy day of obligation’ (Can. 1246§1)
and ‘the faithful are obliged to participate in the Mass’
(Can. 1247).
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FROM THE EDITOR

Fr John writes
Dear Parishioners, Friends and Readers
of Oremus
We hear plenty of stories of how our
fellow Christians face difficulties in
other countries, so I am pleased to
include in this edition of Oremus the
news of a new cathedral being built
and dedicated to Our Lady of Arabia
in the kingdom of Bahrain, to serve
the increasing number of the faithful living and working
there. What struck me most was the necessity hitherto of
having 25 Masses between Friday and Sunday to provide
for all the people who wanted to come – and we think that
we are busy with six Sunday Masses!
Closer to home, Lorraine McAteer writes of the work
undertaken in the SVP School Nursery Class both in
preparation for Christmas and throughout the year to give
the children a firm foundation in the faith from their earliest
years. It is so important that this is linked in with families’
own spiritual life at home, since, as St John Paul II was
fond of stressing, parents are ‘the first educators of their
children’. Dudley Plunkett, meanwhile, tells us of how he
was inspired to write a book about the Martyrs of Penal
Times in this country, as they risked their lives to keep
the flame of faith alight, and I have included as a sort of
tailpiece the account of how one martyr, St John Roberts,
seized the opportunity to reconcile on the scaffold a
criminal due to be hung at the same time.
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Bishop Mark Jabalé concludes his description of the
Ayabaca Pilgrimage in Peru, noting almost casually that
people do die making the pilgrimage, but that it is regarded
as ‘an honourable death’. Making a pilgrimage in the
reverse direction, the relics of St Bernadette of Nevers
are due to follow the example of those of St Thérèse of
Lisieux a number of years ago, and come to the UK on tour.
With the delayed visit of Our Lady of Walsingham to the
Cathedral planned into the diary already, 2022 looks to be
a significant year for us.
I have also taken the opportunity to include Cardinal
Godfrey’s prayer to Our Lady of Westminster in this edition,
since I suspect that it will have fallen out of most people’s
memory or consciousness. Not only does it incorporate the
prayer to Our Lady of St Edmund of Abingdon (Archbishop
of Canterbury, 1234-40), whose altar and major relic are
in the Crypt beneath the high altar, but it shows a concern
that the sovereign and government should be a particular
focus of our prayer in this place. May we renew that
concern in our own troubled times.
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COMING ON TOUR

The Girl whom Our Lady saw at Lourdes

St Bernadette of Nevers

near a rubbish dump near the town at
a place called Massabielle. The Virgin
described herself as ‘The Immaculate
Conception’ – a term which meant
nothing to the girl. The ‘Lady’ ordered
the building of a church and told her
to dig in the ground for water. She did
as she was told and found the spring,
from which 27,000 gallons of water a
week pour to this day. The message of
the visions was mainly concerned with
the need for penance and prayer and
initially the authorities of the Church
were very sceptical about Bernadette’s
story. But, after many interrogations, the
bishops began to believe her.

Born in 1844, Bernadette was the
eldest of six children born to François
Soubirous, a miller, and his wife Louise.
The family knew great poverty and after
1857, when unable to pay any rent,
was forced to live in one room of an
old prison. Throughout her childhood
Bernadette suffered many illnesses,
including cholera, and suffered from
asthma all her life. In 1858, when she
was just 14, she began to experience a
series of visions of Our Lady in a cave

For several years Bernadette stayed
in Lourdes and suffered as crowds

I wish to receive Oremus by post

followed her wherever she went. In
1866, however, she joined the Sisters
of Notre Dame in Nevers. From that
time on, she was completely cut off
from Lourdes and did not live to see
the consecration of the basilica and
development of the Shrine complex
around where she had seen Our Lady, as
it went on to become the centre of the
largest pilgrimage movement in Europe.
Nor did her sufferings cease at Nevers,
where it was thought appropriate to treat
her in community with some disdain,
lest she become proud at the idea of
having seen the Mother of God. Such,
however, was her humility, combined
with strength of character, that there
was no danger of this. During her 13
years there, Bernadette worked in the
infirmary, as an assistant nurse, then
nurse in charge and sacristan. She was
very often ill there herself, suffering
with tuberculosis. Dying in 1879, she
was canonised in 1933, not because
of her visions, but because of her total
commitment, simplicity, integrity and
trust.
The official Lourdes website – which
includes live webcam film from different
parts of the shrine – is at: www.lourdesfrance.com/ Watch the 1943 classic
film The Song of Bernadette here: www.
youtube.com/watch?v=wLKFAKIfn-w

✁

The relics of St Bernadette, to whom
Our Lady appeared at Lourdes, are to
tour the dioceses of England, Scotland
and Wales in autumn 2022, the
Bishops’ Conference has announced at
a press conference following its Plenary
Assembly in Leeds. Canon Christopher
Thomas, General Secretary, said of
the visit: ‘It is not only something
that will remind us of the importance
of pilgrimage in our lives and the
importance of the place of Lourdes in
the life of many Catholics and dioceses
in this country, but will remind us
of the centrality of the lives of the
saints, because this always points us
to that greater degree of virtue that
we are called to in our living of the
Catholic faith’. The tour of the relics
of St Thérèse of Lisieux here in 2009
attracted nearly half a million visitors.

PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS
I wish to receive Oremus by post
I enclose a cheque for £

payable to Westminster Cathedral Administration
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Send to: Oremus, 42 Francis Street, London SW1P 1QW United Kingdom
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A Prayer to Our Lady
of Westminster
Fr John Scott
Sorting through accumulated prayer cards and such, I came
across a tattered photocopy of the following prayer, printed
next to an image of the statue of Our Lady of Westminster
in the Cathedral. The name ‘William’ as a signature below
it suggests that it was either composed or approved by
Cardinal William Godfrey, Archbishop from 1956 to 1963.
The image clearly shows bare brickwork behind the statue,
so it must have been taken before the marble cladding of
the wall behind Our Lady (The photocopy image clearly
shows) was fitted.

O holy and spotless Virgin, Mother of God, blessed for
evermore, beyond compare, thou the most pleasing temple
of God, sanctuary of the Holy Ghost, have pity and give ear
to my unworthy prayer. Be to me, a sinner, a compassionate
help in all things.
(Prayer of St Edmund, Archbishop of Canterbury)
Here in this City of Westminster, close to the seat of
government, we would venerate thee as in days of old.
We proudly recall the loving devotion of England’s
Sovereigns to thine ancient shrine. We pray for our Sovereign of
today and for the Government of our country. We beg thee to
obtain for us those graces of which we stand in so great need.
May England thy dowry be ever blessed most bountifully
through thy powerful intercession!
Our Lady of Power, help us.
Seat of Wisdom, guide those who govern us.
Our Lady of Pity, look upon us with merciful love.
Our Lady of Westminster, pray for us.
+ WILLIAM
Archbishop of Westminster
JANUARY 2022

Oremus

Companions of Oremus
We are very grateful for the support of the following:
Mrs Mary Barsh
Dr Stuart Blackie
Anne Veronica Bond
Richard Bremer
Ms Virginia Pinto Cassama
Mrs Erlinda Chin
Francis George Clark
R & L Collyer-Hamlin
Daniel Crowley
Ms Georgina Enang
Wendy Felstead
Alfredo Fernandez
Fred Gardiner
William Gardner-Hunter
Connie Gibbes
Zoe & Nick Goodway
Rosalinda Grimaldo
Mrs Valerie Hamblen
Bernadette Hau
Mrs Cliona Howell
Alice M Jones & Jacob F Jones
Poppy K
Mary Thérèse Kelly
Raymund Livesey
Alan Lloyd in memoriam
Clare and John Lusby
Pamela McGrath
Linda McHugh
Peter McNelly in memoriam
Christiana Thérèse Macarthy-Woods
James Maple
Paul Marsden
Mary Maxwell
Abundia Toledo Munar
Chris Stewart Munro
Mrs Brigid Murphy
Kate Nealon
Cordelia Onodu
Cris Ragonton
Emel Rochat
Berenice Roetheli
Clementina Rokosu
John Scanlan
Mr Luke Simpson
Sonja Soper
Tessa and Ben Strickland
Julia Sutherland
Eileen Terry
Robin Michael Tinsley
Mr Alex Walker
Patricia M Wright in memoriam
and of our anonymous Companions
If you would like to become a Companion of Oremus, see page 4

7

CHRISTMAS SHORT STORIES
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Answering the Call

A Call Centre

Steve Burrows
As a call centre nurse-advisor I
received phone calls from people
seeking health advice and information.
I asked questions about the signs
and symptoms, firstly to pick up if
any urgent treatment is required,
and then to signpost the caller to the
appropriate level of care.
In this call the young woman asked:
‘What happens if you don’t have
enough thoughts?’ You are supposed
to choose a set question-pathway,
known as an ‘algorithm’, that matches
the nature of the call. However, the
algorithms for mental health symptoms
are focussed on the risks of self-harm,
or harm to others, and from the caller’s
tone of voice that didn’t seem a danger
here. So I didn't immediately click
on one. I wanted to understand a little
of the context for her question, so I
said a word or two to encourage her
to go on. She continued: ‘I feel like I
should be able to relax and be myself,
but I can't relax. I am wondering if I
have enough thoughts ... Hello, are
you there?’ ‘Yes.’ ‘Well, I’m wondering,
like, do you go mad if you don’t have
enough thoughts?’ I tried to help her
with homely advice: ‘You have to have
interests, and do chores and jobs,
cook and tidy up and so on.’ ‘Yes, but
even if you cook or tidy up there are
not many thoughts in that. You know
8

what I mean? I mean someone told
me if you are lazy you pay for it. You
can’t sleep, for instance, because you
have been lazy during the day. Or your
mind worries or dwells on things, even
though you are being lazy and trying to
relax. So you pay for it trying to relax.’
I rehearsed my theme: ‘You have
to go out and do your errands, go
to the shops, have things to do’. The
algorithms, meanwhile, stood about on
the side-lines with arms crossed. ‘Yes,
but where I am, for instance, there is
only one small shop, and that is quite
a walk. I am at my boyfriend’s place,
you see. When I was at my own place
there were a lot of shops and places
to go. But I let my girlfriend stay there
because she was in a bit of trouble.
She's there for another month.’ ‘Maybe
you could move back and share with
your girlfriend?’ Now the algorithms
were fed up. They were getting their
stuff together and leaving. ‘No, you see
she's got her boyfriend there now.’ ‘Ok,
... you do miss your own place when
you leave it, a place where you can
feel at home. You don’t realise ‘til you
go.’ ‘Yes,’ she continued, ‘I mean .. at
my boyfriend’s, he has a sofa, you see.
But it's worn. Well, sofa’s do get worn,
my sofa got worn. But that's his sofa.
I like to have a table, you see, where
you can write things.’ ‘You don’t have a

table at your boyfriend’s?’ ‘No. There
is nowhere to lean on to write, or to
sort things out. There’s the sofa and the
carpet, but you can’t write on them.
He lies on the sofa. But sometimes
I go on to the floor. But there is
nowhere hard, you see, like the chair
and table I had at my flat. I could
spread out forms on the table and sit
on the chair. I could get organised
like that. But at my boyfriend’s there is
nowhere to write forms.’
The algorithms had all gone home
now. But in my defence, in case of a
call review, I could point out that there
weren’t any that asked about furniture.
But the young woman's call had been
genuine, and touching, in a way. How
could you answer a young person’s
concern for her own lack of thoughts?
I also noted that she had been cogent
enough in her replies to me. How
many thoughts are there in housework
and cooking? In his novel Dombey
& Son Dickens has at least two of
his fictional characters consider the
mystery of a person’s thoughts. And
with poetic skill he does so with figures
of speech arising out of that person's
trade. In the first example, Captain
Cuttle, a retired seaman from the days
of sail, admonishes Mr Toots for being
too free with the name of Florence.
Mr Toots is in love with Florence, so
Oremus
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St Paul’s Bay in Malta, where the shipwrecked saint shook off the snake

Dickens’ contemporary, the writer
and historian, Thomas Carlyle, had his
own brisk view of man's link with his
own mind, as quoted in Simon Heffer's
biography of him. ‘The folly of that
impossible precept, “Know thyself”, til it
be translated into this partially possible
one, “Know what thou can’st work
at”.’ And there is also Carlyle’s further
helpful advice, ‘Do the duty which lies
nearest thee, which thou knowest to be
a duty! The second duty will already
have become clearer.’ St Paul thought
about our ways, and found it is sin
that trips us up, and Jesus Christ who
is the answer. In Romans 7:15, 24-25
he writes: ‘I do not understand my own
actions. For I do not do what I want, but
I do the very things I hate. ... Wretched
man that I am! Who will rescue me
from this body of death? Thanks be to
God through Jesus Christ our Lord!’
JANUARY 2022
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There was also a call featuring
the symbol of sin, a snake. A man in
his 20s had been bitten on the finger by
a python. There was an algorithm for
animal bites. I took the call. ‘It is a rare
albino snake,’ he said. ‘Have you got
bite marks?’ I asked. ‘Yes.’ ‘Are they
bleeding?’ ‘They have stopped now.
They were bleeding a lot.’ ‘Which
finger was it?’ ‘The one next to the
little finger. There is a puncture wound
there, and in the next one, and in the
next one as well.’ ‘In three fingers,
then?’ ‘Yes. I had to shake it off. It was
dangling from my hand. It really hurt.’
‘Is there any dead white skin around
the wound?’ ‘The bite marks are sort
of crusty at the edges. There is a sort
of white crust around each one. It was
munching on my hand. It really hurt. I
keep bending my fingers. It still really
hurts.’ ‘At least it was a python so it
is not poisonous,’ I volunteered, from
my general knowledge about snakes.
‘I got it from a mate who got it from
someone else. I said it was a python
to your colleague (call handlers take
the initial information about calls),
but we don't know what sort of snake
it is really, you know what I mean? It
could be poisonous. My fingers are
tingling. Do you think I would know
by now if it was poisonous?’ ‘How long
since it bit you?’ ‘About 15 minutes.
It was sort of munching on my hand.’
The outcome for this would be to
go to A&E. A tetanus booster would
usually be required, if nothing else,
and maybe a prophylactic course of
antibiotics. Perhaps this incident brings
to mind a similar one following St
Paul’s shipwreck on Malta, described in
Acts 28, after an exciting escape from

In another call, a 19-year-old
woman had stomach pain. After a
few questions we came to: ‘Have
you had any recent operations or
procedures?’ Yes, she had had an
abortion some days ago. Almost as a
backing track to our exchanges, she
kept up a low-level crying. Sometimes,
in the silences whilst I navigated
the screen, or as I was typing in her
responses, she cried louder. And when
she revealed the abortion she broke
into unselfconscious and childish
sobbing, that transitioned into a
moan, an expiration of breath over
wet vocal cords, expressing misery.
She had lower abdominal pain that
‘f***ing hurt’. The swear word stood
out, articulate in a desolation of sound,
and full of energy. She subsided into
grieving again, a continuous note that
she varied, the truer to pour out her
heart. The outcome was for her to see
a GP today or go to A&E. I also offered
details of helplines for further support.
But my words brought her no ease.
The verse in Jeremiah 31:15: ‘Rachel is
weeping for her children; she refuses to
be comforted for her children, because
they are no more’, spoke for her then.

© Macedonian Encyclopedia, MANU, 2009

he cannot promise not to think of her.
Captain Cuttle replies: ‘My lad,’ ...
‘a man's thoughts is like the winds,
and nobody can’t answer for ‘em for
certain, any length of time together. Is
it a treaty as to words?’ Mr Toots can
promise not to mention her again. In the
second example, Mr Toodle, a steam
train driver, is talking to his wife about
their son Rob. He asks how their son
Rob is getting on, and then asks if he
is getting to ‘be at all secret-like?’ His
wife denies this, and wishes to know
why he asks. He replies: ‘Polly, ... I don't
know as I said it particular along o’
Rob, I’m sure. I starts light with Rob
only; I comes to a branch; I takes on
what I finds there; and a whole train
of ideas gets coupled on to him, afore
I knows where I am, or where they
comes from. What a junction a man's
thought's is, ... to-be-sure!’

perilous seas. St Paul ‘had gathered a
bundle of brushwood and was putting
it on the fire, when a viper, driven out
by the heat, fastened itself on his hand.’
The locals thought this must identify
St Paul as a fugitive murderer, maybe,
with whom divine justice had caught
up. However, when he ‘shook off the
creature into the fire and suffered no
harm ... they changed their minds and
began to say he was a god’. Thus, we
should shake off the sin that, though
forgiveness is always available, might
otherwise leave us with irreparable
consequences.

Rachel weeping for her children in a 14th
century Macedonian fresco
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BOOK NOTICE

Martyrs of the Penal Times
Dudley Plunkett
In my recently published book, Strangers and Nomads:
Catholic Martyrs of England and Wales (Gracewing,
2021), I recall the history of the penal times, when
practice of the Catholic faith was proscribed by law, and
so many martyrs bereft of home or sanctuary bore witness
to their faith to the point of death. The book includes
profiles of the Forty Martyrs canonised by Pope St Paul VI
in 1970 and the previously canonised martyrs of the same
era, Ss Thomas More, John Fisher, and Oliver Plunkett.
Looking around the Cathedral one sees reminders of
the martyrs in the Chapel of St George and the English
Martyrs, the mosaic of St Oliver Plunkett, and the shrine
of St John Southworth, who worked for 25 years among
the victims of the plague in the Westminster area. His
is the only body, though stitched back together after he
had been hanged, drawn, and quartered in 1654, is the
only one of the penal times that has been preserved in its
entirety, a unique and precious relic of those tragic 150
years of persecution.
The inspiration for the book, however, came from a
visit to the Martyrs’ Chapel at Tyburn Convent to attend a
Mass celebrated by my son, Fr Martin Plunkett (Cathedral
Sub-Administrator 2015-2018). I was struck by the strength
of the witness of the martyrs presented in the Shrine,
an extraordinary group of missionary priests, religious,
laymen, and laywomen who had died for the faith in the
past, but whose deaths still plead for a restoration of the
faith in their country. I sought out the evidence of their
lives and wrote the book hoping to encourage turning to
the martyrs as intercessors at a time when the faith is once
again being severely challenged and even persecuted by an
increasingly secular society.
The priest martyrs are remarkable in their commitment
and courage in bringing the sacraments, and especially the
Mass, to scattered groups of recusants and others trying
to hold on to the ancient faith. They were strangers and
nomads (Hebrews 11:13) in their own land, constantly
hounded by priest-hunters and under the threat of being
arrested and tortured in efforts to identify their helpers.
They were tried and, though often falsely accused of
treason, executed simply for carrying out their God-given
duties. The lay martyrs were equally heroic, assisting
the priests and maintaining secure places to conceal
them or, like St Philip Howard, Earl of Arundel, giving
up their worldly goods and freedom to endure years of
imprisonment until death rather than deny the faith. The
women martyrs, too, were unflinching in facing execution,
St Margaret Clitherow making the casual remark: ‘This way
to heaven is as short as any other’, before being crushed to
death under a wooden door piled with rocks.
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Window in the Martyrs’ Chapel at Tyburn Convent, showing
St John Roberts reconciling the criminal

St John Roberts, a Benedictine monk, finding himself
about to be hung at Tyburn Tree in company with eight
traitors and criminals, blessed them and spoke: ‘Here we
are all going to die, nor have we any hope of escape; but
if you die in that religion now professed and established
in this country, without any doubt you will be condemned
to the eternal fire of Hell. For the love then of our Blessed
Saviour, I earnestly pray you to return from the evil path,
so that we may all die in one and the same true faith and
to show this say with me the following words: “I believe in
the Holy Catholic Church, and I desire to die a member of
that Church. I repent and am sorry for having led so wicked
a life, and that I have grievously offended my sweet and
merciful Saviour.” If you say these words truly and from
your hearts, I will absolve you, and then my soul for yours’.
At these words one of the poor wretches was so affected
that he burst into tears. The Father then exhorted him
specially and prayed silently to God for him, then again
spoke to him in a low voice. In the end the poor creature
publicly confessed that he died a Catholic.
Dudley Plunkett is a former Senior Tutor at the Maryvale
Institute. His books, including The Noble Martyr: A Spiritual
Biography of St Philip Howard (Gracewing, 2019), are
available in bookshops and through Amazon
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Christina White –
An Appreciation
Linda McHugh writes:
Christina had a
fascinating and
varied career
before coming
here. She trained
as a Chartered
Surveyor and was,
for some years,
a feature writer
on the Catholic Herald. Both these
experiences and others besides were
put to good use in her role as Director
of The Friends.The administration had,
prior to her arrival, been predominantly
an organising role: arranging trips to
places of interest, running membership
affairs and ensuring that the newsletter
was produced and distributed in a
timely fashion. She transformed all
that, interpreting her brief and her
job description in such a creative
way that her role changed out of all
recognition.
She was the person who came up
with many of the ideas of places to
visit and events to run, and through her
network of contacts was able to attract
to Friends’ events many speakers – Lady
Antonia Fraser and Alison Weir to
name but two – who drew capacity
audiences. Creativity was always in
evidence. From raising funds for the
Tower through selling a silver eagle
modelled on the statues on the roof
of the Cathedral to reimagining the
Christmas Fair and turning it into
an event that raised £10,000 a time,
she always demonstrated her flair and
devotion to helping the Cathedral.
She displayed a particular talent
for fundraising. No campaign which
she ran failed to reach its target, often
by dint of her picking up the ‘phone
to close contacts among the Friends’
membership and simply asking them for
a specific sum! Last month’s Big Give
campaign for the new Cathedral Hall
kitchen is but the most recent example
of Christina’s successful endeavours.
JANUARY 2022
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When the pandemic struck, she
could have been furloughed but
was adamant that she should keep
the Friends going. This led to the
creation of the Friends’ Facebook
group – or the virtual Friends – which
now has 1,100 members. She then
extended her activities into on-line
talks and virtual organ recitals. The
pandemic also saw one of Christina’s
greatest achievements; the memorial
booklet to mark the death of Canon
Christopher Tuckwell. In not much
more than a week, she singlehandedly designed it, wrote the text,
gathered and edited tributes from
many contributors and searched
through photo archives for suitable
illustrations. The finished booklet, with
its high production values, was much
admired by all and Christina made
sure that copies were sent to hundreds
of the Canon’s family members,
friends and former colleagues
who were not allowed, because of
Covid-19 restrictions, to attend his
Funeral Mass.
Skilled fundraiser, gifted
communicator and loyal supporter of
the Cathedral, Christina will be a huge
loss to the Friends. We wish her well.
.....
Professor Andrew Sanders, Vice-Chair of
the Friends, writes:
When food was required, she
supervised its appearance (or
even provided it herself). She was
always there both to arrange rooms and
to tidy up afterwards. She was energetic
in her decisions about the Friends' trips
out, wonderful jaunts all of them. When
we had a Cathedral priest with us, she
made sure that there was a welcoming
altar available for the celebration of
Mass and was equally attentive to
arrangements for lunch and, notably, for
a convivial tea just before the journey
home. She was always grateful for

the backing she received from Canon
Tuckwell and for the fact she had built
up a formidable body of support from
the Friends as a whole. She made the
Friends a vivid presence in the Cathedral
and a fund-raising force to be reckoned
with. Christina is blessed with a sharp
intelligence, with discriminating tastes
and with a joyous sence of humour all of
which qualities we will sorely miss. She
has been our Mary and our Martha, a
good and faithful servant.

A Forthcoming Friends’ Event
In 2021, Christina launched a
new lecture series based on the
Chapels of Westminster Cathedral.
Professor Sarah Foot, Regius
Professor of Ecclesiastical History
at the University of Oxford
and a Canon of Christ Church
Cathedral, gave the first talk on
the Saints of the Mission to the
English, drawing on the imagery
of the Chapel of St Gregory and St
Augustine. On 22 February 2022,
Dr Conor O’Brien of Queen’s
College, Oxford will present an
online talk on St Patrick and the
Early Saints of Ireland. Tickets
for the talk are £5 and may be
purchased via the Cathedral
website or direct from the Friends’
Office. Call 0207 798 9059 or
email friends@rcdow.org.uk for
details.

Contact us
• Write to: Friends’ Office,
42 Francis Street,
London SW1P 1QW
• Call: 020 7798 9059
• Email: friends@
westminstercathedral.org.uk
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COMPLEX NEEDS UNRAVELLED

A Legacy from a Spanish Saint
Jo Siedlecka
holistic approach. Each person is
treated as a unique individual. Guests
are respected and given a say in their
treatment. ‘By treating them as equals
we try to empower them to dream
of having a better future’. Recalling
the proverb: “If you give a man a fish
you feed him for a day. Teach him to
fish and he can eat for a lifetime’, he
notes: ‘When they arrive, often these
people don’t have the strength to
hold a fishing rod. They are not aware
they are hungry. We try to empower
them to recognise their “hunger” and
support them to build their strengths,
before going fishing’.

A unique project which offers a
place of warmth and safety to rough
sleepers with ‘complex needs’,
in particular those going through
treatment for TB, and sometimes
victims of trafficking – with No
Recourse to Public Funds – has just
been given ‘Highly Commended’
status in the Homeless Link Awards.
Olallo House, run by St John of God
Hospitaller Services (SJOG) (set
up by St John of God Hospitaller
Order and the Poor Servants of the
Mother of God) achieved the status
in the ‘People First’ category. This
celebrates services that are ‘inclusive
and compassionate through ensuring
the people they support are at the
centre of what they do, working
alongside people to help them leave
homelessness behind’.
In addition to successfully
supporting people getting through TB
treatment, Olallo is first and foremost
a home, providing holistic, traumainformed support enabling residents
to realise positive changes and move
on in their lives. Paweł Zabielski, the
Service Manager, notes that: ‘Each
person is totally different. Many have
limited English – so each member
of the team is at least bilingual to
respond to the diversity of the guests’
(who at present speak 12 languages).
Guests are referred to Olallo House by
various partners including the NHS,
groups in the charity sector, local
authorities and, sometimes, embassies
and consulates. After an assessment,
they are offered specialist support,
depending on the problems they face.
They will have a comfortable bedroom
to call their own while staying, and
offered nutritious food and drink with
four meals a day provided. There are
shared communal facilities with a
laundry and activity groups.
Paweł said that often TB patients
are rapidly discharged from hospital
with medicine to last six months
– the minimum treatment time for
the disease. ‘But’, he added, ‘when
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Paweł Zabielski with an image of St John
of God

we began, people were stopping
their treatments too early. They
simply lacked the space to store
and take their medicine. Treatment
at home is designed for the general
population, but we work with those
most vulnerable on the fringes of
society. Our guests need support
and encouragement to get into good
routines, but after a while here it is
good to see a person with TB gaining
weight as their treatment progresses’.
Olallo House opened its doors for
the first time on 29 December 2008,
when dinner was served to the first
12 homeless people welcomed into
this place of warmth and safety. Since
then, more than 3000 people have
passed through the doors.
The House has been seen as a
model for the treatment of TB patients.
A study undertaken by UCL found that
patients cared for at Olallo between
2010 and 2019 were three times more
likely to complete their treatment than
all other TB cases in London during
that time. Paweł says he believes
this is because the House has a very

The award is not the first Olallo
has earned this year. In July it was
inspected by the Care Quality
Commission which did not identify
any areas needed for improvement
on that. In October it went on to
be ‘Highly Commended’ for the
London Homelessness Award which
was led by the London Housing
Foundation. It was also nominated
by the local Mental Health Team
Focus for the Anti-Slavery Day Awards
2021: Outstanding Contributions
– Rebuilding Lives Category of the
Human Traffic Foundation. Paweł
speaks highly of his co-workers.
He said: ‘We have a very diverse of
team – different ages and nationalities
which gives unique in-depth expertise
in life and cultural awareness.
Working with the Sisters and the
Brothers here is wonderful’.
Currently Olallo House is the only
centre of its kind, but SJOG hope it
can serve as a model for more centres
around the UK. St John of God,
founder of the Hospitallers began
caring for sick poor people in 1539
with one rented house in Granada,
Spain. His Order now has a presence
in 53 countries – operating more than
300 hospitals, services and centres.
For more information about Olallo
House see:
www.sjog-hmds.uk/olallo-house.php
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GETTING ONE’S RIGHTS

Crime Scenes and Last Rites
The Catholic Union

The amendment was tabled by Conservative peer,
and former Lords Leader, Baroness Stowell of Beeston,
and Crossbench peer, Baroness Masham of Illton,
following the murder of Sir David Amess MP in October.
It was tabled as a so-called ‘probing amendment’ to
give peers the opportunity to debate the matter and
provide Government with an opportunity to respond. The
debate took place the day before Sir David’s funeral in
Westminster Cathedral.
While not a Catholic herself, Baroness Stowell
described the news that Sir David’s priest, Fr Jeffrey
Woolnough, had not been able to administer him the Last
Rites on the day he died as ‘surprising and upsetting’.
She said it was ‘reasonable to expect the police to have
an understanding of Christianity’, given it remains the
dominate religion in this country. A number of other peers
contributed to the debate in a late night sitting of the
House of Lords. The Anglican Bishop of Leeds, the
Rt Rev Nick Baines, called for ‘deeper religious literacy in
our public life’ and said we needed to challenge the view
that religion was solely a private matter. Baroness Masham
highlighted the need for a police force that was ‘kind,
honest, and well-trained’ to prevent what happened with
David’s priest from happening again.

© Richard Townshend / Houses of Parliament

On Monday 22 November, the House of Lords debated
an amendment to the Police, Crime, Sentencing and
Courts (PCSC) Bill on ministers of religion having access
to crime scenes.

both our hearts as well
as the common ground
we shared as fellow
Catholic MPs. What
made the tragic events
of that day even harder
to accept was the fact
that David was denied
the final sacraments.
This has caused
deep unease in the
Catholic community.
It also touches on a
much wider concern
about whether society
The late Sir David Amess MP
truly understands the
importance of faith to
peoples’ lives. Catholics are not seeking special treatment.
We want to see everyone’s faith respected during their life
and death. What happened to David cannot be allowed to
happen to anyone in future’.

Responding to the debate, Home Office Minister,
Baroness Williams of Trafford said that as a Catholic she
recognised the importance of these matters. She said there
was a ‘sensitive balance to strike’ between respecting the
duties of the police and wishes of the individual. There
was a concern that a new law creating a presumption
for priests to access a crime scene ‘had the potential to
prevent the police from doing their job effectively’, but
she committed to meet representatives from the Catholic
Union to discuss the matter. Baroness Williams also
welcomed the creation of a joint group between the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference and the Metropolitan Police
to look into whether changes to guidance or training are
needed. The amendment was not pushed to a vote – as is
customary for Committee stage amendments – and the Bill
continues its passage through Parliament.
Catholic Union Chairman, Rob Flello, comments:
‘People across the country were shocked by David’s
murder, but for Catholics in the public eye his death
is a particular blow. David was a committed Catholic
parliamentarian and friend to the Catholic Union. I had
the privilege of serving with him in Parliament for 12 years
and we worked together on a number of issues close to
JANUARY 2022
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EL SENOR CAUTIVO

The church of Nuestra Señora del Pilar in Ayabaca, home to the Señor Cautivo

A Different Kind of Pilgrimage
Bishop Mark Jabalé OSB

In last month’s Oremus, Bishop Mark described the origins of the pilgrimage to the Señor Cautivo
of Ayabaca in Peru and the seriousness with which it is undertaken. Thus far the journey has been
pretty much on the flat, but read on ...
Soon the scenery begins to change, and the road starts to
climb. Little by little, as there is no irrigation, the landscape
gets wilder and takes on a spaghetti-western look. Immense
cacti, wild bushes and Algorrobo, or Carob, trees are
dotted along the gently rising curves. Hillocks and boulders
betray the volcanic origins of the area; you would think
you are in a different country. From time to time you will
come across a Peruvian riding a horse or donkey, and at any
moment you expect to see Clint Eastwood appear in search
of a few dollars more ...
The end of that gently rising valley sees the first post of the
Guardia Republicana; to the left will continue the main road
to Macara, the first town in Ecuador some 20 miles on; but
we go right along the road into the pre-Andes and to Ayabaca.
The road, now only a beaten earth track, continues through
the same scenery, but rising more steeply for what seems an
age to us, and must feel like years to the walking pilgrims.
Somewhere along here, in a small village church or hall, or
just out in the open, the pilgrims will settle for an uneasy night
on a hard floor after a cold and very frugal meal.
As you rise towards the mountains, so the scenery
undergoes another change. It is now the wonderland of Alice;
with enormous mushroom-shaped trees whose name I forget,
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weird and wonderful flowering cacti and vividly coloured
birds. And all the time the vegetation is getting wilder. The
road, or rather track, climbs more steeply and the mountains
now surround you. And so begins the hard climb to the cloudbase through which you will have to go before you emerge
into the sun in the valley at the top, some 6,500 feet up.
Mountain to one side and precipice to the other, pilgrims will
climb on a rutted, rocky, muddy and treacherous track.
By this time the little wheel on the foot of the cross of the
'cheater' is no good; it's got clogged-up, or perhaps come to
bits; so it was no use after all, and you can't cheat the Señor
Cautivo. The change in the weather is also noticeable. From
about 2,000 feet it becomes welcomingly cool for such hard
exercise; but at night it's not so good, and the single blanket is
not really enough to ensure a decent night's sleep. So it's even
more important to find a school hall or a church to rest in; but
not always possible. The night can seem even longer than the
day when you can’t get warm; but then this is all part of the
promise made to Cautivito. A persistent heavy drizzle has now
taken over, as you’re in the middle of the cloud, and there are
parts of the track covered with salitre, that slippery treacherous
mud which has the same effect as hard-packed ice; the incline
of the road is not getting any less and its thin strip hugging
Oremus
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the sides of an ever-climbing mountain seems to stretch for
ever upwards now to right, now to left of the valley, a dark
ribbon below.
Gone are the colours and the lovely plants; it's all a dull
dark green and life is now a never-ending trudge. Gone are
the lightheartedness and the optimism of yesterday and the
day before; no more telling of Ayabaca Tales; just a fight to
survive and fulfil the promise. The poor man carrying his cross
has fallen two or three times by now; he has dropped his cross
more times than he cares to remember. Already the majority of
those not carrying crosses who left home well after him have
overtaken him. Will he ever make it to the top? Some don't,
of course; and that thought will forever haunt them, because
failure is unthinkable. Some, even, have died; but that does
not frighten them, because it is an honourable death. Even we
in the car felt that the road would never end and wondered
whether there was such a place as Ayabaca.

even collapse and have to be carried to the first aid post
which has been set up in the church hall. And the church
is full of these big tough men, tears streaming down their
cheeks, in gratitude to the Señor.
And if you think it’s all romantic and colourful, you would
get a shock. When we entered the church the one thing that
struck us was the unbelievable stench of sweat and urine and
the dirt and mess, which is cleared up three times a day, but
catches up on sacristans and helpers alike almost immediately.
And thousands of people streaming in and out all the time as
they will from about the 10th of October until the feast day
itself on the 13th, and on the Sunday after that. Little by little
the crosses will amass at the back of the church until there is
a pile of 50 or more of them; some so large it is hard to think
they could even have been carried across the square, let alone
all the way up the pilgrimage road.

It is a small town, but its streets are paved and there
is an air of greater prosperity than in most other towns or
villages in the region. Electricity is available all day, unlike
Tambogrande where it is only on from six in the evening
to one in the morning; and that is when it’s on at all. The
pilgrimage has brought these luxuries. At the entrance to
the town there is a big notice 'WELCOME TO AYABACA',
but it's still a good mile and a half to the church. The braver
pilgrim, however, traditionally goes down on his knees as
he enters town, and will complete the journey on his knees,
until he comes face to face with the Señor. And so you see
him advancing slowly, painfully, near complete exhaustion
but with a determined, glazed and other-worldly look on his
face. Slowly and laboriously down the street into the Main
Square and up the steps into the church. Then suddenly, for
them the journey is over.
But it is not that which gives their faces that radiant look; it
is the imminent meeting with the Señor Cautivo, as they wend
their way to the front of the church and up the steps behind
the High Altar, to that platform where, in its niche overlooking
the congregation, is the majestic statue, dressed in violet,
trimmed gold. A long look of adoration, a touch of the hem
of his robe, a prayer of thanksgiving, or perhaps of petition
and back down the other side to return to normal life. The
pilgrimage is over. But for some, especially those who have
carried a cross, they have to be assisted up the steps; some
JANUARY 2022
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Eventually, however, the road does emerge into the valley
above, and the view is spectacular above the cloud-base.
The majestic peaks of the Andes surround you and you feel
a freedom and optimism you never thought was possible.
The journey will after all have an end, and your promise to
Cautivito will be fulfilled. But you're not there yet; there is still
another good half day's walk to Ayabaca. However, having
conquered all so far, it does seem easier. The scenery might
now be Switzerland or Austria, here in the mountains. And if
you're lucky it will be sunny, although this is exactly the time
for the rains to begin - the very reason some undertake the
pilgrimage, to ask the Señor Cautivo to send rain for a plentiful
harvest. Even we, in the car, were quite relieved to see the first
few houses and suddenly to find ourselves in Ayabaca.

The statue, dressed

We had a comfortable bed at the Presbytery when we
went there on that day; but pilgrims will sleep outside in
the alcoves under the church pillars, under the trees in the
square, or wherever any type of shelter can be found. The
square is full of stalls selling food and drink and souvenirs
as well as candles to burn in church, as well as enormous
posters of the Señor. There is an indescribable noise and
bustle of activity; a relief from the tremendous tension of the
last few days and in anticipation of the Solemn Mass and
six hour procession through the streets with the statue of the
Señor Cautivo on his feast day.
Bishop Mark, Emeritus of Menevia, lives in retirement at
Belmont Abbey, the Benedictine House of which he is a
professed member.
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In Praise of Mr Marshall
Patrick Rogers
While the name of John Francis
Bentley is almost synonymous with
that of Westminster Cathedral,
the name of John Arthur Marshall
is known to few. In fact Bentley
only worked on the building from
1895 until his death in 1902. As his
chief assistant for almost 25 years,
Marshall worked closely with him
for these years and was subsequently
responsible, over the next 25 years, for
bringing to fruition many of Bentley’s
plans which the architect had left
unexecuted, plus many of his own. It
is Marshall whom we must thank for
much that we see in the Cathedral
today. He died in January 1927 – 95
years ago this month.
In 1868 Bentley moved to
larger premises at 13 John Street in
the Adelphi and it was there that
Marshall, then aged 25, joined him
in 1878. He later recounted how he
was not expected to design, but to
exercise care and judgement and
take an interest in the work. Smoking,
whistling and gossiping were strictly
prohibited and to take off one’s coat
was disrespectful, not to say vulgar.
Nevertheless Marshall admits that
on occasion: ‘conventionality was
cast aside for uncontrollable bursts of
boyhood’, resulting in 1879 in a note
from Bentley, who worked downstairs,
calling for less noise. It appeared that
Mr G, next door, had complained.
Marshall remained Bentley’s chief
assistant until he died on 2 March
1902 and then succeeded him as
architect in charge of the Cathedral,
which was by then structurally almost
complete. But Bentley had left no
provision for the firm which he had
founded and it was Marshall who took
on that responsibility. Quietly and
conscientiously he set about ensuring
its continuation, initially as
J F Bentley & Son, then (from 1906) as
John F Bentley & Son and (from 1909)
as John F Bentley, Son, and Marshall.
The firm remained at 13 John Street
and Marshall worked in partnership
16

The Screen of the Grand Organ (1924-26)

with Bentley’s widow, Margaret, and
his second son, Osmund. But in 1912
the partnership broke up, and from
1913 until his death 14 years later,
Marshall worked from his home at
5 Church Lane, Edgware.
The success of the Cathedral results
in no small part from the fact that
Marshall knew what Bentley intended
and remained absolutely faithful to his
vision. Thus the baldacchino, which
was unveiled on Christmas Eve 1906,
and which Bentley had described as
the ‘best thing about the Cathedral’,
is exactly according to Bentley’s
drawings, although the blue and gold
patterned mosaic lining, which blends
in perfectly, is of Marshall’s design
and the whole structure, as was noted
last month, is slightly smaller than
originally intended. Then the lighting,
for which Bentley had left no plans,
combines the style of Byzantine oil
lamps with Bentley’s designs for
lighting elsewhere. The little pendants
in the Chapel of the Holy Souls and
that of St Gregory and St Augustine,
for example, are remarkably similar
to those in Bentley’s neo-Gothic
Church of the Holy Rood, Watford,
and the main chandeliers in the nave
and sanctuary, installed in 1909,

resemble descriptions of the great
Byzantine church of Hagia Sophia in
Constantinople (Istanbul).
Bentley had left drawings for
the marblework in the Blessed
Sacrament Chapel. But it was Marshall
who designed the carved wooden
canopy above the altar, the silver gilt
tabernacle and all the other metalwork,
including the pendant lights and the
extensive bronze gilt screens around
the chapel, completed in 1907. The
seven great bronze gilt candlesticks
and crucifix behind the high altar in
the sanctuary, first used at the Mass of
Consecration in 1910, must also have
been designed by Marshall – he would
never have entrusted such an important
task to anyone else. Other metalwork
designed by him can be seen in the
twelve lovely bronze consecration
sconces, each one in the shape of an
arm bearing a candle, put up on 1 July
each year in the nave to commemorate
the Dedication of the Cathedral. They
always remind me of Cocteau’s film
‘La Belle et la Bête’ in which arms
bearing candles also project from the
wall of the enchanted castle. But there
the arms move as the visitor passes by.
Maybe ours should as well? Marshall’s
versatility was also demonstrated in
Oremus
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his plan for a pulpit. Realising that the
original marble pulpit, designed and
made in Rome, was both unsuitable
and increasingly insecure, his
‘temporary’ wooden pulpit, erected
in 1924, in the position occupied
by the present one, was used for 20
years. Another example of Marshall’s
work is the painted decoration of the
Cathedral Hall – now restored to his
original design.
Both in the Shrine of the Sacred
Heart and nearby in the Vaughan
Chantry, all the work, including the
simple but effective red, green and
gold mosaics in the barrel-roofed
shrine, and Cardinal Vaughan’s effigy
and sarcophagus carved in white
Pentelic marble for the chantry, are
also to Marshall’s designs. Similarly,
although Bentley had prepared
preliminary, partly coloured, designs
for the marblework in St Paul’s and St
Joseph’s Chapels, the detailed work fell
to Marshall, During the 1914-18 War
traditional Greek and Turkish marbles
– Verde Antico, grey Hymettian, white
Pentelic and streaked Proconnesian
from the Island of Marmara – went up
in St Paul’s, the work in St Joseph’s (the
apse) being carried out in 1914, though
Marshall’s design for a baldacchino
over the altar has never been carried out.
Another reason for remembering
Marshall is for his choice of others
– the Nonconformist artist Robert
Anning Bell RA, who designed both
the lovely blue altarpiece in the Lady
Chapel (1912) and the great tympanum
mosaic over the main entrance doors
(1916). And Eric Gill, the controversial

The Triptych in St Joseph’s Chapel (1914)
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sculptor, who carved the Stations of
the Cross from 1914-18. In both cases
Marshall, a Nonconformist himself,
faced opposition from Cardinal
Bourne who distrusted non-Catholics
and was disappointed with the blue
altarpiece and the tympanum mosaic,
describing the latter as ‘the greatest
disappointment I have received in
connection with the work of the
Cathedral’. As to the Stations, Gill, a
Catholic convert from 1913, writes in
his autobiography that Marshall told
him he only got the job because he
was cheap and Cardinal Bourne was
threatening to give the work to the first
Catholic he met in the street.
In the mid-1920’s Bourne conceived
the idea of forming a permanent
school of mosaic workers to decorate
the Cathedral and maintain existing
mosaics. He had been impressed by
the work of the artist Gilbert Pownall,
who had painted his portrait in 1923,
and arranged for him, together with
Marshall as Cathedral architect, to
study the mosaics and methods of
Venice, Ravenna, Rome and Sicily with
a view to the design and production
of mosaics for the Cathedral. Pownall
clearly enjoyed the trip but it is less
certain that Marshall did. He was by
then over 70 and not accustomed to
travel overseas. He may also have
been feeling unwell from cancer of the
bowel, which killed him a year or so
later; from February 1926 he had been
given Lawrence Shattock as an assistant
to help him.
Marshall’s work for the Cathedral
in the 1920s included the Anning Bell
marble and mosaics in the apse (1922),
the great marble organ screen above

the narthex at the other end of the
Cathedral (1924) and the Lady Chapel
aisle and transept (1926). Perhaps his
last project was designing the two
bronze gilt angels, each bearing a
trumpet, for the organ screen. They
were installed on 23 December 1926.
A little over a week later, on
1 January 1927, Marshall was
dead. He was 73 and had been
complaining of a persistent cough
since October. Although he had
completed other projects which
Bentley had left unfinished – marble
and mosaic work in the Church of
Our Lady of the Assumption, Warwick
Street, additional accommodation for
St Thomas’ Seminary, and a wooden
altar for St John’s Anglican Church
(both in Hammersmith) – the last
30 years of his life had centred on
Westminster Cathedral.
A quiet and self-effacing man,
Marshall was known to few outside
his own family and immediate friends
and colleagues. He was content to
give all the credit for the Cathedral to
Bentley and walk in his shadow. His
intimate knowledge of Bentley’s ideas,
the structural problems presented
by the building and how these were
solved, is shown in a paper read by
him to the Architectural Association
in January 1907. Unfailingly
courteous, he refused to respond to
often ill-conceived, and sometimes
deliberately offensive, criticism of the
Cathedral and its decoration. He has
no individual memorial here, but just
as Bentley’s memorial is the Cathedral
itself, so Marshall’s consists of much
of the decoration, including the two
bronze angels bearing trumpets.
17
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Christmas
Dinner
Contemplated

Off to Ireland
The end of November and of the liturgical year saw the departure of Will Gaunt,
one of the Cathedral Lay Clerks (centre, sixth from left), who has served here
for 17 years. A suitable gathering took place in Clergy House Library after
Solemn Vespers to mark the occasion and wish him well as he makes the short
sea crossing.

The Administrator was not actually
out shopping for a Christmas turkey
when he met this outsize bird. It
turned out to be the work of Ron
Mueck, an Australian of German
parentage, who grew up in the
family business of puppetry and
doll-making. He worked initially
as a creative director in children's
television, before moving to America
to work in film and advertising. From
1996 he has built up a body of work
described as hyperrealistic – and
indeed the chicken could well give
one nightmares.
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The Great Sale
In celebration of the possibility of holding a Book Sale again, Advent Sunday
saw the SVP and the Friends of the Cathedral join together to attract a crowd
with a variety of tempting offers. The optimism of both groups was justified by
the results - the SVP made a record profit of £658.50, whilst the Friends came
in at marginally under £1,000. In addition, the Daughters of Charity were
celebrating the feast day of St Catherine Labouré and Miraculous Medals with
Prayer Cards were available for all.
Oremus

JANUARY 2022

MONTHLY ALBUM

As Oremus finds itself noting, year
by year, there is no diminution of
persecution of Christians across a
whole number of countries worldwide.
True, there is little in the Gospels to
suggest that we shall be somehow
exempted from trouble and in this
country we face that trouble in the
casual but widespread undermining
of our vision of the human person
created in the image and likeness of
God and therefore of infinite worth
whatever the external circumstances of
any individual may be. In any case, it
is important to shine a light on what is
happening, which is exactly what Aid
to the Church in Need does literally
on Red Wednesday. The Cathedral was
illuminated, a crowd gathered and
it was good to see a group of school
students among them, helping to
reinforce the point that decisions now
made impact on their future. The Holy
Father asks us in the Synodal Process
to consider and even dream of what
the Church can be; what does Red
Wednesday bring to your mind and
imagination?

© Weenson Oo

In the Red, Again

No looking through rose-tinted spectacles here

No Emergency Service Required

Where is the
Mosaic?

The contents of the jar are the
important thing, but any advertiser
will tell you that labelling can do
much to sell a product. This jam
was available at the Great Sale and
displays its Cathedral connections by
a mosaic background. Can you work
out where the mosaic is?
JANUARY 2022
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The presence of a fire engine on the piazza did not suggest that the illumination
of the Cathedral on Red Wednesday had caused the Fire Brigade to be called out
to an apparent conflagration. Rather, members of the Brigade were out socially
and in force for their Christmas Carol Service, one of several groups seeking to
reestablish previous patterns of celebration, even as new restrictions were having
to be announced in face of the Omicron variant of Covid-19. Also there was
Adrian, the Big Issue’s faithful guardian of the piazza and, perhaps, the one most
knowledgeable about each individual in the Cathedral’s regular congregation.
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A NEW CATHEDRAL DEDICATED

Our Lady of Arabia
Maria Lozano and John Pontifex

© Mattia dei Prete Architect MDPA

that Mgr Ballin is celebrating with us
in heaven’. Stressing the importance
of the cathedral for the faithful in the
region, she commented: ‘The Christians
in Bahrain have a very difficult life, not
because of the government but because
many have left their own country, their
families and friends. So they suffer a
lot and need special spiritual formation
to help them to remain what they are,
otherwise they are lost’.

Cathedral of Our Lady of Arabia, Awali, Bahrain

The King of Bahrain was present at
events surrounding the Solemnity of
Our Lady’s Immaculate Conception
which climaxed with the official
opening of a cathedral built to serve
the growing Christian population
across the Arabian Peninsula. King
Hamad bin Isa bin Saman Al Khalifa
donated a 9,000-square-metre plot on
which now stands the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Arabia, Patroness of the Arabian
Gulf, and an associated complex,
complete with pastoral centre, offices
and bishop's house.
Seven years in the making, and
constructed with the backing of Aid to
the Church in Need, the consecration of
the cathedral was performed on Friday
10 December by Cardinal Luis Antonio
Tagle, the Vatican’s Prefect of the
Congregation of the Peoples. Seen as a
significant step forward in Church-state
relations, the cathedral, erected south
of the Bahrain capital Manama, was
conceived in response to the increasing
Catholic population of the region - now
estimated at 2.5 million.
Father Saji Thomas, project leader
and parish priest of the cathedral,
said: ‘The people are very enthusiastic
and joyful … having waited for the
historical moment of the inauguration
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and blessing of the cathedral’. He
highlighted the influx of Catholics
and others coming from as far as Latin
America and south-east Asia to take
up work in the Arabian Peninsula.
Until now, Bahrain has only had one
church in the capital and a chapel in
the suburbs - with 90,000 Catholics,
25 weekend Masses had to be
celebrated in the parish from Friday
through to Sunday. The cathedral in
Awali has a seating capacity of 2,300,
with two chapels and two other large
rooms with places for confession.
Speaking ahead of the complex's
inauguration by King Hamad, Fr
Thomas described the new cathedral
as ‘a model of religious harmony, a
sign of the tolerance of the Kingdom
of Bahrain and a great example of
peaceful coexistence to the world’.
The complex was the brainchild of
Bishop Camilo Ballin, Vicar Apostolic
of the Apostolic Vicariate of Northern
Arabia, who died in April 2020. Paying
tribute to him, Regina Lynch, ACN
director of projects, said: ‘He showed
great determination at the time to
overcome a huge number of challenges.
Since the ceremony of the laying of the
first stone on 31 May 2014, it's been …
hard work with lots of trials. I'm sure

The Cathedral of Our Lady of Arabia
has its own interesting and informative
website at http://bahraincathedral.org/
which describes some of the basic
design principles:
The Cathedral is in the shape of
the ark of the people of God in the
desert where God met Moses and the
people, and where God said to him:
‘There I will meet you’ (Exodus 25:22)
and ‘I will set my tabernacle in your
midst’ (Leviticus 26:11). It also has an
octagonal form, since in Judeo-Christian
thought the number eight frequently
represents beginnings, resurrection,
salvation, super-abundance, and
eternity. The Fathers of the Church
called Sunday the ‘Eighth Day’ for they
counted a full week, then added Sunday
again, making it the eighth day. They
wanted to say that Sunday, as the eighth
day, is beyond the natural system of our
universe and beyond our natural life, a
reminder that we have been created to
live forever and into eternity.
The octagonal form of the Cathedral
and its dome signify that those who
enter are, for a time, entering into
eternity, for they do so to meet God.
Likewise, the octagonal form is a
reminder of the eight persons who were
saved in Noah’s Ark, which is another
Old Testament parallel of baptism: ‘God
patiently waited in the days of Noah
during the building of the ark, in which
a few persons, eight in all, were saved
through water. This prefigured baptism,
which saves you now’ (1 Peter 3:20-21).
Oremus
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CATHEDRAL HISTORY – A PICTORIAL RECORD

Canon Ronald Pilkington Celebrates High Mass
With the College of Chaplains numbering 18 members, it
was possible to have one half looking after the Daily Office
and Solemn High Masses on alternate weeks, except when
Solemnities occurred. Prebendary Pilkington headed one
team and the other was headed by Canon Francis Bartlett.

Paul Tobin
A well-known figure at the Cathedral for over a quarter
of a century was Canon Ronald Pilkington (1892-1975)
who, despite his length of service and being made an
Honorary Canon of the Metropolitan Chapter, was never a
Westminster priest; indeed, he was always included under
‘Other Priests working in the Diocese’ in the Year Book.
The explanation is that he was officially attached to the
Diocese of Florence, where he had worked for many years,
teaching Canon Law in the seminary and where he had also
been incarcerated during World War ll. It was thanks to Mgr
Giovanni Battista Montini, later to become Pope Paul Vl,
that he was released towards the end of the war and found
a home at Westminster Cathedral, where he could take part
in the daily sung Office. It was thought that he might join
the Benedictines and for many years was an Oblate of Quarr
Abbey, which he visited regularly until the last years of his
life and where he is buried in the monastic cemetery. Roger
Pugh, a former Assistant Organist at the Cathedral, who was
living there at the time recounted helping the monks dig the
grave in atrocious conditions!
As a liturgist, Canon Pilkington was ahead of his time
in many ways; he was appointed the first chairman of the
Vernacular Society of Great Britain by Cardinal Bernard
Griffin in 1953 and in the following decade was a member
of the first Diocesan Liturgical Commission set up by
Cardinal John Carmel Heenan. In the Eucharistic Prayer
he always included the name of the Queen after those
of the Pope and Archbishop. In the field of ecumenism
his thorough reading of Church History gave him an
understanding of the Church of England and a love for the
Eastern Churches. His room in Clergy House was filled
with icons and the smell of incense emanating therefrom
was not an uncommon occurrence. On the occasion of
his priestly Golden Jubilee in 1968, he was presented with
the Cross of St Augustine by the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Michael Ramsey, as well as by the Greek Orthodox
Archbishop Athenagoras. In the Cathedral he sang High
Mass in the presence of Cardinal Heenan (Archbishop of
Westminster 1963-75)
JANUARY 2022
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‘Pilky’, as he was known, achieved a degree of fame
when he was assaulted at the altar at the end of High Mass
on Passion Sunday (now termed the Fifth Sunday of Lent)
in 1958 by a woman brandishing an empty beer bottle in a
paper bag. He seemed to suffer no lasting effects. His singing
voice, in a strong Italian accent and much imitated by the
choristers, was legendary as it needed no amplification
even in his latter years; on the other hand, he had a soft
speaking voice. In the Confessional he was renowned
for administering complex and harsh penances, and was
confessor to at least one archbishop. After every Easter Vigil,
Canon Pilkington would carry a lit candle to his room, the
flame having been taken from the newly blessed fire and on
Easter Sunday morning he would bless both Archbishop’s
and Clergy Houses along with the
Choir School, with Holy Water
from the Vigil. He would wear
cotta and white stole to carry out
this function.
Image 1 shows Canon
Pilkington incensing the Oblata
at the Offertory. He is seen facing
the apse as it was not until many
years later that Mass would be
celebrated behind the High Altar
and facing the congregation.
Image 2 shows the hanging
sanctuary lamp in the Lady
Chapel, a gift made to Canon
Pilkington to mark his Golden Jubilee of Ordination to the
Priesthood, whilst image 3 shows the prayer card recording
his death on the feast of St Agnes in 1975, in his 84th year.

Sources: The Tablet 1 February 1975: Obituary of Ronald Pilkington
by Fr Herbert Keldany
Photograph: Fr Robert (Bobby) Gates, date unknown.
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FIFTY AND ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO

In retrospect:
from the Cathedral Chronicle
The Mass for Catholic Nurses
The Cathedral presented a splendid sight on the evening
of Thursday 25 November, when over 1,000 Catholic
nurses from all hospitals and nursing establishments
in the Diocese assembled in uniform, at the Cardinal’s
invitation, to participate in a Mass of Thanksgiving
to God for the gift of their most noble vocation. His
Eminence concelebrated the Mass with some 40 hospital
chaplains from among the priests of the Diocese. The
Cardinal paid moving tribute to the dedication of the
nurses and thanked their matrons and superiors for rearranging duties to enable so many of their Catholic staff
to be present. The Cardinal sounded a note of warning
to them, not to be beguiled or misled by any new or
scientific labels which only tried to cover unethical and
immoral medical practices.
from the January 1972 Westminster Cathedral Journal
The work for convert clergymen, hitherto carried on
at Begbroke Place, Oxford, has been transferred to
Hatfield, Herts. The house at Begbroke was opened
some two years ago, when it was felt that unmarried
clergymen, after their reception into the Church, should
have a place to go to where, under proper advice and
after due consideration, it could be seen whether they
ought or ought not to enter the priesthood. The house
to which this work has been transferred is ‘Anathoth’,
St Albans Road, Hatfield, about a mile or so outside the
village, which is practically all owned by Lord Salisbury.
‘Anathoth’ was bought, and so named, many years ago
by the Rev Kenelm Vaughan and endowed as a ‘House
of Expiation’. The Very Rev Mgr Barton Brown has been
appointed rector of this House, and vicar of the parish
of Hatfield. The Trustees of the House of Expiation are
allowing him to use the house for this admirable work
of looking after newly-received convert clergymen,
in return for the maintenance of the original purpose
of Expiation for which the Trustees are responsible.
Although the house affords commodious quarters for
convert clergymen, it does not relieve of anxiety for the
future for those responsible for the upkeep of this work,
and therefore the need for generous assistance is as
urgent as ever.
[Expiation – the act of making amends or reparation for
guilt or wrongdoing; atonement]
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The work of completion and embellishment of the
Cathedral fabric has been continued without interruption
during the year 1921. A few days before Christmas the
long and costly work of clothing with precious marbles
the rough brickwork of the Apse behind the High Altar
was at last unveiled, and we ask all who gaze upon this
new beauty of adornment to pray for the repose of the
soul of the late Mr Joyce, whose generous legacy made
the outlay possible.
The first part of the Great Organ, to be placed in the
tribune over the main doors of the Cathedral, ought
to be in use by Easter. The preparatory constructional
work has taken far longer than had been estimated.
Until this is finished it is not possible for the builders
of the organ, the preparation of which in their own
works is well advanced, to begin the actual erection in
the Cathedral. It will be matter of regret to all that the
organ cannot at once be carried to full perfection; but
those who have the means to help can speedily remove
this regret by obviating the necessity of contracting
a debt from which the Cathedral authorities are in
prudence bound to shrink.
The marble decoration of the Apse makes loud appeal
for a rearrangement, and fitting encasement, of the Choir
Organ, which has rendered such splendid service for so
many years, as well as for permanent and more artistic
stands for the use of the ‘gentlemen and children’ of the
Cathedral Choir. No less loud appeal, and one still more
apparent to the eyes of all who enter the Cathedral, is
the claim of the sanctuary, or rather the ‘Presbyterium’,
for suitable stalls for the Canons of the Metropolitan
Chapter, as well as for the devoted Cathedral Chaplains,
who, in the unavoidable absence of the former, so ably
take their places in the recitation of the Divine Office
and the other liturgical services. For these urgent needs
we have no funds at our present disposal. May some who
read our words be inspired to come to our assistance.
The Crypt has now been specially assigned to the use
of the Choir School for Mass and other devotional
exercises, as well as to the service of the Cathedral
Chaplains for their private devotion, while it still remains
available for its former purposes. It will be gradually
decorated and furnished in a manner befitting these
many uses.
from the January 1922 Westminster Cathedral Chronicle

Oremus

JANUARY 2022

CROSSWORD AND POEM

The Holy Child’s Song
Thomas Merton
When midnight occupied the porches of the Poet’s reason
Sweeter than any bird
He heard the Holy Child.
Song
“When My kind Father, kinder than the sun,
With looks and smiles bends down
And utters My bodily life,
My flesh, obeying, praises Heaven like a smiling cloud.
Then I become the laughter of the watercourses.
I am the gay wheat fields, the serious hills:
I fill the sky with words of light, and My incarnate songs
Fly in and out the branches of My childish voice
Like thrushes in a tree.

“In winter when the birds put down their flutes
And wind plays sharper than a fife upon the icy rain,
I sit in this crib,
And laugh like fire, and clap My golden hands:
To view my friends the timid beastsTheir great brown flanks, muzzles and milky breath!
“Therefore come, shepherds, from your rocky hill,
And bend about My crib in wonder and adore My joy.
My glances are as good as wine.
The little rivers of My smile
Will wash away all ruins from your eyes,
As I lift up My hands,
As white as blackthorn blossoms,
And charm and kiss you with My seven sacraments.
“This seeming winter is your spring
When skies put off their armour:
Because My Heart already holds
The secret mortal wound,
By which I shall transform all deserts into garden-ground:
And there the peaceful trees,
All day say credos, being full of leaves –
And I will come and be your noon-day sun,
And make your shadows palaces of moving light:
And you will show Me your flowers."
When the midnight occupied the porches of the Poet’s reason
Sweeter than any bird
He heard the Holy Child.

To submit a poem whether by yourself or another for
consideration, please contact the Editor – details on page 3.
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Clues Across
1 I will make you ------- of men’, Jesus [Matt:4] at the Sea of Galilee (7)
6 & 19 Down: ‘Whither goest Thou?’ Peter’s words to Jesus on the Appian
Way (3,5)
8 Actor’s theatrical farewell (5)
9 Basilica of St John -------, Rome, Mother Church of Roman Catholics
worldwide (7)
10 Central sections of churches, beneath the roofs to the transepts (5)
11 One of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit (6)
13 Beetle held sacred by Ancient Egyptians (6)
15 ‘A ----- Prayer Book’, CTS classic little comprehensive work on
Catholic Faith (6)
17 Early name for a police constable, after the PM founder of the Force (6)
20 French or army headwear (5)
21 See 3 Down
23 Mother-in-law of Ruth in 20 Across (5)
24 London ---, long established scientific animal house in Regent’s Park (3)
25 English city with Catholic cathedral (7)
Clues Down
1 Julian -------- Catholic actor and writer of ‘Downton Abbey’ TV series (8)
2 & 6 Across: Veteran pop band from London or the existing political
situation (6,3)
3 & 21 Across: Per omnia saecula saeculorum. Amen: ‘for ……. Amen’ (4,3,4)
4 Major French river, flowing through the Burgundy wine region (5)
5 Small spire on a Gothic (usually) church (8)
6 A musical note, its value half that of a crotchet (6)
7 Dumbarton ---- , work by Stravinsky commissioned for a 30th wedding
anniversary (4)
12 A solemn offering to God (8)
14 French Augustinian Saint (d. 1126), ‘Comminges’ on the Camino
named after him (8)
16 San ------, largely Catholic European principality (6)
18 The washing of the priest’s fingers at the Offertory in the Mass (6)
19 See 6 Across: title of Hollywood blockbuster film
20 Husband of Ruth, ancestor of King David (4)
22 Roald ----, best-selling author of children’s books (4)

ANSWERS
Across: 1 Fishers 6 Quo 8 Adieu 9 Lateran 10 Naves 11 Wisdom
13 Scarab 15 Simple 17 Peeler 20 Beret 21 And Ever 23 Naomi
24 Zoo 25 Salford Down: 1 Fellowes 2 Status 3 Ever 4 Saone
5 Pinnacle 6 Quaver 7 Oaks 12 Oblation 14 Bertrand 16 Marino
18 Lavabo 19 Vadis 20 Boaz 22 Dahl

“And when My Mother, pretty as a church,
Takes Me upon her lap, I laugh with love,
Loving to live in her flesh, which is My house and full of light!
(Because the sky My Spirit enters in at all the windows)
O, then what songs and what incarnate joys
Dance in the brightest rays of My childish voice!
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St Sebastian (feast day 20 January, shared with Pope St Fabian, also a Martyr) may have come from Southern France,
but, in Milan, joined the Roman Army, where he worked to help Christians facing persecution. Successful in this, but
discovered, the Emperor Diocletian ordered him killed by being shot with arrows, and this is how he is always depicted
in art. Left for dead, he was nursed back to health and surprised the Emperor by appearing again on behalf of Christians.
This time the Emperor ordered him clubbed to death and his body thrown into a sewer, which is not generally shown in
art. He is a saint for our own times, since he is traditionally invoked for the victims of plague, and when better to ask his
intercession than during a pandemic?
Statue of St Sebastian in St Pancras Church, Grafentraubach

© Elcom.stadler
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The Month of

The Cathedral is open from 7.30am and closes in time for 7pm.

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention

Monday to Friday: Morning Prayer 7.35am, Mass 8am, Mass (Latin, unless there
is a Funeral) 10.30am, Mass 12.30pm *, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
1.15-4.30pm, Sung Vespers 5pm (Latin, Choir, except Tuesday, English, Cantor),
Solemn Mass 5.30pm (Choir, Tuesday Boys’ voices, Wednesday Men’s voices).

January

Saturday: Morning Prayer 7.35am, Mass 8am, Mass 10.30am (Latin, sung),
Mass 12.30pm *, Sung Vespers 5.30pm (English, Cantor), Sung Mass 6pm

For True Human Fraternity: We
pray for all those suffering from
religious discrimination and
persecution; may their own rights
and dignity be recognised, which
originate from being brothers and
sisters in the human family.

Sunday: Mass 8am, Sung Morning Prayer 9.30am, Sung Mass 10am, Solemn Mass
12noon (Choir) *, Solemn Vespers and Benediction 4pm *, Sung Mass 5.30pm,
Mass 7pm
* Live streamed via the Cathedral website

Additional hours of Confessions before Christmas will be advertised in the
Cathedral and on the website.

It is anticipated that work will
be undertaken on the Grand
Organ during January. Therefore
there are no Sunday afternoon
recitals and no organ voluntaries
are listed for the Sunday Solemn
Masses and Vespers.

Sunday 2 January
Ps Week 2
2nd SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY
12pm Solemn Mass
4pm Solemn Vespers (English) and
Benediction
Monday 3 January
The Most Holy Name of Jesus

Wednesday 12 January
Feria
(St Aelred of Rievaulx)

The Epiphany by an unknown artist

Friday 7 January
Friday abstinence
Christmas feria
(St Raymond of Penyafort, Priest)
Saturday 8 January

Tuesday 4 January

Christmas feria

Christmas feria
5.30pm Chapter Mass

Sunday 9 January

Wednesday 5 January
Christmas feria
5.30pm Vigil Mass of the Epiphany

Thursday 6 January
Suspended Holy Day of Obligation
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
Choral services resume
5.30pm Solemn Mass (Men’s voices)
Tallis – Missa Puer natus est
Palestrina – Stella quam viderunt Magi
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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
10am Family Mass restarts
12pm Solemn Mass (Men’s voices)
Lassus – Missa In te Domine speravi
Lassus – Tribus miraculis
4pm Solemn Vespers and Benediction
Bellini – Magnificat octavi toni
Palestrina – Surge illuminare

© Mandala heaven

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY
MOTHER OF GOD
(Bank Holiday: Masses at 10.30am and
12.30pm)
6pm Vigil Mass

Feria

© National Museum of Art of Catalunya

Saturday 1 January 2022

Tuesday 11 January

The remains of the church at Rievaulx Abbey

Thursday 13 January
Feria
(St Hilary, Bishop & Doctor)

Friday 14 January

Friday abstinence

Feria

Monday 10 January
Ps Week 1
Feria – Weekday Lectionary readings of
Year 2 begin

Saturday 15 January
Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday
Oremus
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Sunday 16 January
Ps Week 2
2nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
12pm Solemn Mass (Full Choir)
Mozart – Spatzenmesse (K. 220)
Allain – Cana’s Guest
4pm Solemn Vespers and Benediction
(Full Choir)
Palestrina – Magnificat primi toni
Palestrina – Tribus miraculis
Monday 17 January
St Anthony, Abbot

Tuesday 18 January
Feria
The Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity
takes place until Tuesday 25 January
5pm Evensong is sung by the Choir of
St Paul’s Cathedral
6pm Said Mass

Saturday 22 January

Saturday 29 January

Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday
(St Vincent, Deacon & Martyr)
6pm Vigil Mass with Adult
Confirmations (Bishop Sherrington)

Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday

Sunday 30 January

Ps Week 4
4th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
12pm Solemn Mass (Full Choir)
Rheinberger – Cantus Missae
G Gabrieli – Iubilate Deo omnis terra
Byrd – Ave verum corpus
4pm Solemn Vespers and Benediction
Marenzio – Magnificat octavi toni
Palestrina – O admirabile commercium

Sunday 23 January
Ps Week 3
3rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
(OF THE WORD OF GOD)
Anniversary of the Episcopal Ordination
of Cardinal Nichols (1992)
12pm Solemn Mass (Full Choir)
Palestrina – Missa Papae Marcelli
Croce – In spiritu humilitatis
4pm Solemn Vespers and Benediction
Victoria – Magnificat tertii toni
Elgar – The Spirit of the Lord

Monday 31 January
St John Bosco, Priest

Key to the Diary: Saints’ days and
holy days written in BOLD CAPITAL
LETTERS denote Sundays and Solemnities,
CAPITAL LETTERS denote Feasts, and those
not in capitals denote Memorials, whether
optional or otherwise. Memorials in
brackets are not celebrated liturgically.

Monday 24 January
St Francis de Sales, Bishop & Doctor

Wednesday 19 January
Feria
(St Wulstan, Bishop)

Thursday 20 January

What Happens and When

Feria
(St Fabian, Pope & Martyr, St Sebastian,
Martyr)

© Woofgang Sauber

Friday 21 January
Friday abstinence
St Agnes, Virgin & Martyr
5pm The Cathedral Choir sings Solemn
Vespers at St Paul’s Cathedral
5.30pm Said Mass

St Francis de Sales looks out from the
façade of the Salesian church in Vienna

Tuesday 25 January
THE CONVERSION OF ST PAUL THE
APOSTLE
The Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity
ends

Wednesday 26 January
© Didier Descouens

Ss Timothy and Titus, Bishops

Thursday 27 January
Feria
(St Angela Merici, Virgin)
St Agnes adorns the font of the Frari church
in Venice
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Friday 28 January
Friday abstinence
St Thomas Aquinas, Priest & Doctor

Catholic Grandparents’ Association
Hinsley Room,
Second Sundays 12-3.30pm
Charismatic Prayer Group
Cathedral Hall,
Fridays 6.30-9pm
Divine Mercy Prayer Group
St Patrick’s Chapel,
Sundays 1.30-2.30pm
Filipino Club
Hinsley Room,
First Sundays 1-5pm
Lectio Divina
Hinsley Room,
Monday 7-8pm
Legion of Mary
Hinsley Room,
Monday 1.30-3.30pm
Nigerian Catholic Association
Hinsley Room,
Fourth Sundays – 1.30-3pm
RCIA group
Hinsley Room,
Wednesday 7-8.30pm
Rosary Group
Lady Chapel,
Saturday 10-10.25am
Walsingham Prayer Group
St George’s Chapel,
First Tuesdays 2.30-4pm
Yoruba Association
Hinsley Room,
Third Saturdays 1.30-3pm
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL SCHOOL NURSERY CLASS

Celebrating the gift of Jesus in Nursery Class
Lorraine McAteer
Nursery Class at SVP School have a special role in our Nativity
celebration. Traditionally, they play the role of the Stars
shining brightly in the sky alongside the Star of Bethlehem.
The children know their role is very important, lighting the
way for the shepherds and wise men to visit Baby Jesus in the
stable in Bethlehem. As the Nursery children progress through
the school they will play the role of the sheep and shepherds
in Reception Class and the Wise Men in Year 1. In Year 2, the
children become the angels proclaiming the good news of the
birth of Jesus to the shepherds. When they reach Key Stage 2,
the children are part of the school choir and readers sharing the
Christmas Story through the readings and hymns. The Nursery
children, then, are at the beginning of their journey in our
school, growing in faith and love for one another. Our school
mission statement follows the teaching of Jesus: ‘Love one
another as I have loved you’, and in Nursery Class we follow
this teaching by always promoting kind words and actions.

‘We put the Travelling Crib next to our family crib
and talked about the similarities and differences and who
everyone in the crib scene is.’
‘It was a good opportunity to remind *** that Christmas
is a time to remember how lucky we are to have Baby Jesus
coming into our lives. Jesus is like a light in our hearts that
brings so much joy and stays with us forever, no matter what.
‘*** was so excited to have the Travelling Crib come to
our house. ***also got to light the Advent candle at church
and said a lovely prayer for all her family and friends to be
happy. She read the story to her baby brother.’
Another important tradition in our Nursery Class is each
child taking Vincent the Bear on a weekend adventure with
their family. Vincent has been in our Nursery Class for many
years and most of the children can remember taking Vincent
home for a weekend when they were in Nursery Class.
Vincent has special rules for each child when they take him
home. These include:
1. I like my friends to be gentle and friendly.
2. I like to say my prayers at important times of the day. I
have a special cross and rosary beads in my bag for my
prayer corner when I pray. Please find a special place
to put them when I come to stay with you.
3. I like to read my favourite books at bedtime.

The Travelling Crib

During Advent, Nursery have been taking turns to look
after The Travelling Crib, the Posada. Posada is an old Mexican
tradition, where young people dressed as Mary and Joseph
travelled from house to house asking for a room for the night
and telling people about the imminent arrival of Jesus in
the weeks leading up to Christmas. On Christmas Eve they
would visit the local church to re-enact the Nativity and
place figures of Mary and Joseph in a crib. Modern Posada
uses nativity figures of Mary and Joseph, who travel from
place to place. In Nursery’s Travelling Crib box are a crib,
candle, the Nativity story and a purple cloth. Each night,
our children’s families write about their experience of the
Travelling Crib in a special book and take pictures of the
special occasion. These are quotes from our parents so far:
‘We spoke about the Nativity and the importance of family
at this time of year. *** and her daddy lit the candle as we sang.’
‘Before lighting the candle, *** and her sister drew a picture
of the Travelling Crib. Mum lit the candle, the whole family
prayed together and read the Advent Calendar book.’
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Vincent the Bear and the Nursery Crib

Each family is invited to write a prayer which we say in
class. Vincent the Bear is another precious way of sharing and
practising our mission statement at home and at school. Jesus
said to his disciples: ‘Let the children come to me, and do not
hinder them’. We value the youngest children at SVP School
and always celebrate their important voices in our school,
church and community family. From the Nursery Class we
wish you a blessed Christmas and New Year.
Lorraine McAteer is Class Teacher for the Nursery.
Oremus
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SVP School’s Landsec Art Winner
Landsec, praised me and took some photographs of me. This
was a huge privilege for me, as I could tell many secondary
school Headteachers about what I achieved and what it
meant. My picture’s aim is to inform people in the world
about climate change and think deeply about pollution,
endangered animals and trees being cut down.
Imagine having an earth with no life and air that could
poison us? A number of creatures are severely endangered
and are on the brink of extinction. ‘Ghost gear’ has been
killing sea creatures and we must be fishing ghost gear
instead of fish. Do you know what this is? Please research it,
so that you can help to fight this battle.
The Sustainability Director at Landsec informed me and
the other highly commended pupils from St Vincent de Paul
Primary School, that our work has been shown all around
the world! I was speechless when I discovered this news. I
hope that my image makes you stop and think. What can
you do to stop climate change? Let’s work together to save
God’s wonderful planet.

My name is John; I am the winner of the 2021 Landsec
sustainability competition. In my design, which is displayed
on 80 Victoria Street, I aimed for a message showing that
we need to act fast and take care of our planet, since there
is no Planet B. I think we all need to be more responsible
and think of more possible ways on how we can stop
climate change.
I heard that I won in the morning school assembly, I was so
surprised and proud of my hard work when the announcement
was made. My parents too, were very happy and told nearly
all our relatives! Thinking about this, I felt I wasn’t doing as
much to save the earth as I could, so I promised myself to be
more responsible for what I do, starting with growing more
plants. I have encouraged my sister to keep growing her
radish seeds that she received from school. Instead of just
recycling plastic I like to create new things, like rockets.
As the winner of the competition which three schools
participated in, my design was displayed at the world
famous Piccadilly lights advertisement board at Piccadilly
Circus, one of the most iconic places in London. I was so
surprised to find that this was part of the prize for coming
first in the competition. The sustainability director of
JANUARY 2022
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